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White House Releases Executive Order on Improving Rural 

Health and Telehealth Access  

     The White House Aug. 3 
issued an executive order on 
“improving rural health and 
telehealth access.” The order 
includes directives to: launch a 
new payment model for rural 
health care; develop and im-
plement a strategy to improve 
rural health care infrastructure; 
create a report describing poli-
cy initiatives to improve rural 
health; and propose regulation 
that would extend certain tele-
health flexibilities. 

Highlights of the executive 
order: 

New Payment Model for Ru-
ral Health Care Transfor-
mation. The order directs the 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS) Secretary 
to announce within 30 days of 
the executive order a new 
model to test innovative pay-
ment mechanisms “to ensure 
that rural health care providers 
are able to provide the neces-
sary level and quality of care.” 
According to the order, the 
model would provide regulato-
ry flexibility, establish predict-
able financial payments and 
encourage the movement to 
value-based care. 
Investments in Rural Health 
Care Infrastructure. The or-
der instructs the HHS Secre-
tary and the Secretary of Agri-
culture, in consultation with 
the Federal Communications 
Commission and other federal 
agencies, to develop and im-
plement a strategy to improve 

rural health by “improving the 
physical and communications 
health care infrastructure avail-
able to rural Americans.”   
Report on Policy Initiatives to 
Improve Rural Health. Within 
30 days, the HHS Secretary 
must submit a report on exist-
ing and upcoming policy initia-
tives to: 
• increase rural access to 

health care by eliminating 
regulatory burdens that lim-
it the availability of clinical 
professionals; 

• prevent disease and mortal-
ity by developing rural spe-
cific efforts to drive im-
proved health outcomes; 

• reduce maternal mortality 
and morbidity; and 

• improve mental health in 
rural communities. 

 

Expansion of Telehealth 
Flexibilities. The order directs 
the HHS Secretary to review 
within 60 days the following 
temporary measures put in 
place during the COVID-19 
public health emergency: 
• the additional telehealth 

services offered to Medi-
care beneficiaries; and 

• the services, reporting, 
staffing and supervision 
flexibilities offered to 
Medicare providers in ru-
ral areas. 

The order also instructs the 
HHS Secretary to propose reg-
ulation to extend these 
measures, as appropriate, be-
yond the public health emer-
gency period. 
  



     Sheridan Memorial Hospital 
is pleased to announce a new 
Rheumatology Clinic opened 
Monday, August 3 in Sheridan.  
     Dr. Benjamin Widener re-
cently completed his Fellowship 
in Rheumatology at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska Medical Center 
in Omaha, NE and will return to 
his hometown to lead the Rheu-
matology Clinic.   
     “Access to a Rheumatologist 
is limited in many parts of the 

country, especially in rural areas. I 
am excited to continue to work 
with the SMH clinicians and staff 
to serve Sheridan and the sur-
rounding community,” Widener 
said 
     In addition to his advanced 
Rheumatology training, Dr. Wid-
ener also received dedicated edu-
cation and training in the use of 
musculoskeletal ultrasound. 
 

2005 Warren Avenue, Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 

     “Thanks to the generosity of 
the SMH Foundation and our 
community, the hospital has been 
able to acquire a new, point-of-
care ultrasound machine to facili-
tate this unique service,” Widener 
said.  
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     The Wyoming Newborn 
Screening Program has several 
important updates for Wyoming 
hospitals. In August 2019, the 
Wyoming Newborn Screening 
Advisory Committee voted to add 
spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) 
to the Wyoming Newborn 
Screening Panel and increase the 
fee charged to qualified 
healthcare professionals collect-
ing bloodspot specimens from 
$84.00 to $97.32.  
     The screening for SMA began 
on January 1, 2020 through 
Emergency Rule adoption.  The 
fee increase will be effective in 

September 2020 billing state-
ments following approval of 
Amended Regular Rules as is 
required by Wyoming Statutes 35
-4-801through 802.  
     Lastly, the Wyoming Depart-
ment of Health will begin utiliz-
ing a new contracted courier ser-
vice through Package Runner.     
     PackageRunner will begin 
statewide courier operations on 
Monday, July 20, 2020. If you 
have any questions, please con-
tact Carleigh Soule, Newborn 
Screening and Genetics Coordi-
nator, at carleigh.soule@wyo.gov 
 

 

Newborn Screening Program 

HHS Updates COVID-19 Hospital Daily Data Reporting Guidance 

     The Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) updated 
its guidance and frequently asked 
questions (FAQs) regarding the 
agency’s request for daily 
COVID-19-related hospital data 
reporting. The most notable 
changes are detailed below, and 
the updated guidance is effective 
immediately. 
     Supply Data. HHS makes two 
significant changes to the process 
of reporting certain supply data.   
• Hospitals may decrease the 

frequency of reporting sup-
ply-related data fields — i.e., 
items 26-32 in the guidance 
document’s table — from 
daily to three times per week. 

  

• Specifically, HHS is asking 
hospitals to report these data 
on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.   

• For the data fields asking 
hospitals for the days of on-
hand supply (i.e., items 27 
and 28 in the guidance docu-
ment’s table), hospitals now 
have the option of selecting a 
range of days, rather than 
calculating a specific num-
ber. 

 
HHS Hospital Data Liaisons. As 
of the week of July 27, HHS has 
begun to deploy “Hospital Data 
Liaisons.”  
 
 

These teams are working collabo-
ratively with states to obtain in-
formation about barriers to re-
porting complete data, and over 
time, are expected to help states 
and hospitals obtain additional 
clarification and guidance around 
reporting requests. 
  
     FAQs. In addition to an FAQ 
on hospital data liaisons, HHS 
includes five other FAQs that 
address, among other topics, how 
to fix data errors, how organiza-
tions (like hospital associations) 
can get access to data, and what 
hospitals should do if they cannot 
report data on weekends. 
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