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New Equipment, Training Expected to Save Lives 

     The Wyoming 
Department of 

Health’s Office of Emergency 
Medical Services (OEMS) is an-
nouncing that more than 1,500 
lifesaving Automatic External 
Defibrillators (AEDs) will be 
distributed to law enforcement 
and first responders across the 
state thanks to a $4 million grant 
from The Leona M. and Harry B. 
Helmsley Charitable Trust. 
   The grant includes funding to 
help build community CPR and 
telephone CPR programs in stra-
tegic areas. This is part of the 
Helmsley Charitable Trust’s on-
going commitment to improve 
Wyoming’s cardiac system of 
care, ultimately aiming to in-
crease survival rates. 
     “Two things we know conclu-
sively that save lives outside of 
the hospital are early defibrilla-
tion and early, high-quality CPR,” 
said Andy Gienapp, OEMS man-
ager. “Anything we as a state can 
do to make those two simple and 
effective treatments more availa-
ble to the people of Wyoming is a 
win.” 
     “Seconds count during a cardi-
ac arrest,” Walter Panzirer, a 
Helmsley Trustee, said. “We 
know in Wyoming first respond-
ers often have great distances to 
cover. This funding will help en-
sure law enforcement officers 
who often get to a scene before 
EMS have the necessary equip-
ment to give cardiac arrest vic-
tims a fighting chance for surviv-
al.” 
     Studies conducted by the 
American Heart Association 
demonstrate a dramatically higher 
survival rate for cardiac arrest 
patients when law enforcement 

has equipment available and is 
trained to deploy it. Studies have 
shown when the heart is first 
shocked by law enforcement the 
chances of survival are nearly 40 
percent, compared to 28.6 percent 
survival for those who are first 
shocked by EMS. 
     Gienapp noted recognizing a 
cardiac event, calling 911, having 
dispatch-assisted CPR (as a mini-
mum), having quick access to an 
AED and training the community 
in hands-only CPR greatly im-
prove the survival rate of those 
suffering from a sudden cardiac 
arrest. 
     About 356,000 Americans suf-
fer from out-of-hospital cardiac 
arrest annually, with an overall 
survival rate of 10 percent. 
     Gienapp said a preliminary 
review of OEMS data showed 
EMS responded to 3,540 out-of-
hospital cardiac arrests in Wyo-
ming with an AED used in only 14 
percent of those episodes over a 
three-year period. “It may not be 
possible to get an AED to every-
one in Wyoming,” said Gienapp, 
“but we can sure do better than 14 
percent, and that means we can 
save lives.” 
     This grant from the Helmsley 
Charitable Trust builds on previ-
ous work in Wyoming. In 2012, 
the American Heart Association 
received a $5.9 million grant to 
deploy its Mission: Lifeline pro-
gram throughout Wyoming, equip-
ping EMS agencies and hospital to 
better care for STEMI patients. In 
2014, OEMS received a $1.6 mil-
lion grant for LUCAS™ devices, 
which are automatic chest com-
pression devices used in ambu-
lances and hospitals. 
    OEMS will oversee the project 

in Wyoming. The AEDs will be 
provided to more than 90 separate 
organizations over the next sever-
al months, including highway 
patrol, campus police, tribal law 
enforcement, county sheriff offic-
es, local city police agencies, 
game wardens and state park of-
ficers. They will also be provided 
to several national, state and 
county park visitor centers. All 
those who receive an AED will 
receive both initial and ongoing 
training. 
     Wyoming is the third state to 
receive comprehensive funding to 
place AEDs among law enforce-
ment agencies and other first re-
sponders. Helmsley hopes to rep-
licate this initiative within its 
funding area in the Upper Mid-
west, as part of an ongoing effort 
to improve the cardiac system of 
care. 
    The AEDs to be distributed in 
Wyoming are LIFEPAK® CR2 
defibrillators, designed by Stryker 
Corporation. The AEDs will en-
sure rescuers provide the fastest 
first shock when defibrillation is 
needed. The equipment features 
industry-leading analysis technol-
ogy that reduces pauses during 
CPR, allowing for improved 
blood circulation and better odds 
of survival. 
     Using Wi-Fi connectivity, the 
self-monitoring devices can send 
near real-time event data, includ-
ing a patient’s heart rhythm and 
shocks delivered, to incoming 
emergency services or receiving 
hospitals. 
    To date, the Helmsley Charita-
ble Trust has invested more than 
$450 million to improve access to 
quality care in America, including 
$34.5 million in Wyoming.  



     After 15 months of exploring 
options for Wyoming Medical 
Center’s (WMC) future, includ-
ing seven months of due dili-
gence with Banner Health, the 
WMC Board of Directors an-
nounced that it, along with the 
WMC Foundation Board, voted 
unanimously to approve WMC’s 
agreement with Banner Health. 
     In addition, at a special meet-
ing of the Board of Natrona 
County Commissioners and the 
County-appointed Memorial 
Hospital Board of Trustees to-
day, the County unanimously 
approved a separate agreement 
to sell the land, buildings and 
equipment associated with WMC 
to Banner Health for $157 mil-
lion.  

     Together, these actions pave 
the way for WMC to join Banner 
Health, becoming the health sys-
tem’s flagship hospital in Wyo-
ming.  
     WMC will move forward to 
join Banner Health and become 
the health system’s regional refer-
ral center, expanding Banner’s 
Wyoming footprint with three ad-
ditional rural hospitals in the state 
– Platte County Memorial Hospital 
in Wheatland, Community Hospi-
tal in Torrington and Washakie 
Medical Center in Worland.  
     “Working with Banner to ad-
vance the health and wellness of 
our region is an exciting step for-
ward for local health care,” added 
Michele Chulick, WMC President 
and CEO. “We have every confi-
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dence that WMC joining Banner 
will be incredibly valuable to 
Natrona County and the people of 
Wyoming. We look forward to 
doing more for the people we 
serve.”  
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     The Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS) has 
announced it will resume routine 
inspections of all Medicare- and 
Medicaid-certified providers and 
suppliers that were previously 
suspended as part of its response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
     In the guidance, CMS directed 
the resumption of onsite revisit 
surveys, non-immediate jeopardy 
complaint surveys and annual 

recertification surveys as soon as 
resources are available.  
     The agency also provided 
guidance on resolving enforce-
ment cases that were previously 
on hold because of survey priori-
tization changes, while temporar-
ily expanding the desk review 
policy to include all noncompli-
ance reviews except for immedi-
ate-jeopardy citations that have 
not been removed.  

CMS Resumes Routine Inspections of all Providers 

Wyoming Flex Program Hosting Resiliency Training 

     This project is supported by 
the Health Resources and Service 
Administration (HRSA) of the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), Medi-
care Flex Program. 
     The goal is to support Wyo-
ming healthcare professionals by 
providing education, tools, 
and strategies to enhance well-
being and resilience, increase joy, 
and reduce burnout in them-
selves and across their organiza-
tions. We believe this work to be 
essential for Wyoming health 
care professionals to thrive, inno-
vate, and grow in the face of the 
unique challenges of ru-

ral healthcare delivery today. We 
also believe this work is a foun-
dational element for the deliv-
ery of quality, efficient, and com-
passionate care to Wyoming pa-
tients.   
Wednesday, September 30, 2020, 
8:30 am to noon  
Choosing Resilience & Well-
being in Healthcare: 
 
Thursday, October 22, 2020, 8:30 
am to noon  
 Leadership & Resilience 
 
Tuesday, November 17, 2020, 
8:30 am to noon  
Joy & Meaning in Healthcare 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020, 
8:30 am to noon  
Compassion, Compassion Fa-
tigue, and Otherishness 
 
For more information on these 
trainings, contact, Ms. Kyle G. 
Cameron  M.S.  307-777-8902  
 

Wyoming Medical Center Approves Agreement with Banner Health  


