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Senate Republicans Introduce COVID-19 Relief Package  

     Senate Republicans have re-
leased a series of bills aimed at 
addressing the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The bills represent Senate 
Republicans’ offer on the next 
COVID-19 relief package. 
     The bills include a number of 
provisions to provide financial 
relief and resources to individu-
als, families and businesses par-
ticularly hard hit by the COVID-
19 public health emergency. They 
also include provisions directly 
related to the delivery and financ-
ing of health care, including addi-
tional allocations to the Provider 
Relief Fund, meaningful liability 
protections for health care provid-
ers, and additional resources for 
testing and vaccine develop-
ment.    
Provider Relief Fund. The bill 
would provide an additional $25 
billion for the Provider Relief 
Fund.  
Accelerated and Advance Pay-
ments. The bill would delay the 
start of the repayment clock from 
120 days to 270 days after the 
issuance of the accelerated pay-
ment. It also would extend the 
repayment period from 12 months 
to 18 months. These changes 
would apply to those providers 
that were named eligible for ac-
celerated payments in the Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act (prospec- 
tive payment system hospitals, 
critical access hospitals, cancer 
hospitals, and children’s hospi-
tals).  
Liability Protections. The bill 
would specifically protect health 
care providers from liability for 
injuries related to treatment, diag-
nosis or care directly affected by 
COVID-19. It would extend this 
protection to doctors, nurses, ad-

ministrators and volunteers for a 
period beginning Dec. 1, 2019 and 
ending at the conclusion of the 
emergency declaration or Oct. 1, 
2024.  
Access to Medical Resources. 
The bill would require improve-
ments in the Strategic National 
Stockpile (SNS) and in each 
state’s stockpile of resources need-
ed to respond to an emergency. 
The bill would authorize an addi-
tional $2 billion for the SNS.   
Domestic Supply Chain. The bills 
include the US Made Act, which 
would require that any purchases 
by the Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) of covered 
items for the SNS must be manu-
factured domestically and from 
components grown, reprocessed, 
reused, or produced in the U.S. 
Telehealth. The bill would ensure 
the Medicare telehealth flexibili-
ties made available during the pub-
lic health emergency are main-
tained through the length of the 
public health emergency, or Dec. 
31, 2021, whichever is later, and 
allow rural health centers and fed-
erally qualified health centers to 
continue serving as distant sites for 
the provision of telehealth services 
for five years beyond the end of 
the public health emergency.   
Expand Resources for Testing, 
Contact Tracing and Vaccine 
Development. The bill would take 
steps to improve earlier access to 
diagnostic tests and would require 
the HHS Secretary to identify spe-
cific test supply needs; identify 
projected demand and availability 
of such supplies; and support ac-
tivities to increase the availability 
of such supplies or appropriate 
alternatives. It also would amend 
the Biomedical Advanced Re-
search and Development Authority 

(BARDA) to improve and support 
sustained domestic manufacturing 
surge capacity and capabilities to 
produce needed medical counter-
measures, such as vaccines and 
therapeutics to respond to public 
health threats like COVID-19. As 
part of these provisions, the bills 
would authorize $16 billion for 
testing, contact tracing and sur-
veillance in states; $20 billion to 
BARDA for vaccine, therapeutic 
and diagnostic development; and 
$6 billion to develop and execute 
a new COVID-19 vaccination 
distribution campaign coordinated 
through the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). 
The bill also provides $3.4 billion 
to the CDC, including $1.5 billion 
to support state, local and territo-
rial public health needs; $500 
million to enhance influenza vac-
cination efforts; and $200 million 
each for global public health se-
curity and public health data re-
porting modernization.   
Certified Community Behavior-
al Health Clinics. The bill would 
appropriate $600 million to help 
expand access to treatment of 
mental illnesses and substance 
use disorders through community-
based clinics.   
Provisions Not Included: The 
bills do not include any provi-
sions related to the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, 
health care coverage, specific 
support for health care heroes, the 
Federal Medical Assistance Per-
centages for state Medicaid pro-
grams, the Medicaid Fiscal Ac-
countability Rule, Medicaid dis-
proportionate share hospital pay-
ments, or surprise medical billing. 
 



     St. John’s Health has been 
recognized as one of News-
week’s top hospitals in the na-
tion in 2020, including a first-
place ranking in Wyoming. Out 
of the 4,500 qualified hospitals 
in the United States, fewer than 
300 earned this distinction. The 
leading hospitals for 21 countries 
were named to Newsweek’s 
2020 list of the world’s best hos-
pitals. 

     “We are honored to receive this 
award,” said St. John’s Health 
CEO Paul Beaupré, MD. “Every 
day, I witness an outstanding level 
of care from every level of our 
staff who are always striving to 
improve.” 
     Newsweek and Statista devel-
oped a complex methodology to 
ensure the quality and validity of 
the ranking. Three data sources 
were used for the evaluation: hos-
pital recommendations from peers, 
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patient experience, and various 
medical key performance indica-
tors. 
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     Frontline Impact Project 
(www.frontlineimpact.org) is 
working with hospital associa-
tions nationwide to get the word 
out about this project, which is 
intended to boost the morale of 
all frontline and emergency re-
sponse personnel.  
     Back in the spring, as the se-
verity of the virus became 
known, The KIND Foundation 
(in consultation with Project 
N95) created Frontline Impact 
Project (FIP) to support those 
risking their lives to keep us safe. 

FIP matches healthcare workers 
and first responders with donated 
products and services  
     The company wants to show 
appreciation for all that they are 
doing – not to mention help meet 
some of their day-to-day personal 
needs. 
     More than 55 companies have 
donated 2.7 million food, bever-
age, personal care and wellness 
products to nearly 500 hospitals 
in 41 states. Products include 
KIND Snack bars, Rise Brewing 

Co. coffee, Hint infused water, 
KABAKI Tea, Justin’s peanut 
butter and the Total Brain mental 
health monitoring and support 
app. The list goes on.  
     Visit www.frontlineimpact.org 
to make a request.  No costs are 
involved.  

Donations for Frontline Workers 

DOH Webinar Series 

     Custom Learning Solutions' 
third webinar will be held August 
13, 2020 beginning at 10:30 a.m.  
     This third webinar is titled 
“Reignite! How to Leverage 
Your Survival Index Report to 
Achieve Market Renewal and 
Growth.” 
You, Will, Learn How to: 
• Interpret your hospital's Sur-

vival Report in a way that 
captures your people's ener-
gy for change 

• Create a framework for a 5 
Star Patient Experience Im-
provement Plan 

• Educate your managers, su-
pervisors, and C-suite and 
grow them into inspiring 
leaders 

• Engage your team to hard-

wire key best practices to 
become an Employer and 
Provider of Choice 

• Empower your nursing lead-
ers to strengthen clinical 
skills and enhance frontline 
nurse engagement 

• Adopt a step-by-step process 
to educate, engage, and 
coach physicians and ad-
vanced care practitioners to 
enhance their professional 
practice by improving the 
patient experience 

Practical Action Take Away 
Tools: 
• A live-stream 90-minute 

keynote: Rural Hospital Re-
naissance 

• 10 Point Rapid Financial 
Turnaround Plan 

Register in advance for this meet-
ing at https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZUufuGspjs 
iE9J_48nu59yGkGXnrKchgFcq 
     For more information on the 
webinar, contact Kyle G. Camer-
on  M.S., Office of Rural Health, 
Wyoming Department of Health  
at 307-777-8902. 
 

St. John’s Health Named a Top US hospital in 2020 by Newsweek 


