
been concerned about whether 
they can meet meaningful use 
in time for the initial incentive 
payments. 
     Additionally, certification is 
currently operating under a 
temporary program.  Providers 
have also been concerned that 
their systems will require re-
certification, and potentially 
costly upgrades, when the per-
manent program is put in place. 
     Beyond the CMS rule, the 
ONC also issued standards and 
certification criteria on July 28, 
aimed at ensuring that EHR 
systems will support the spe-

cific tasks required under 
meaningful use.  Regulations 
issued on June 24 created the 
system by which organiza-
tions could qualify as certify-

ing bodies for EHR systems. 
     By purchasing certified 
products, providers will have 
assurance that the products will 
support achievement of mean-
ingful use objectives, according 
to an HHS press release. 
     “Multiple steps are under-
way to carry out the intent of 
Congress in supporting rapid 
and effective adoption of EHRs 
throughout our healthcare sys-
tem,” Dr. Blumenthal said.  
“The first incentive payments 
are targeted to be made in May 
2011.  Meanwhile, ONC is also 
carrying out new programs of 
technical assistance and train-
ing, especially for smaller hos-
pitals and physician practices.” 
      

     The office of the National 
Coordinator for Health Infor-
mation Technology (ONC) 
has named the first two or-
ganizations that are author-
ized to test and certify elec-
tronic health record (EHR) 
systems. 
     Authorized organizations 
must certify EHR systems in 
order for the systems to com-
ply with the standards and 
criteria issued by the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services earlier this 
year. 
     The Certification Com-
mission for Health Informa-
tion Technology (CCHIT) 
and the Drummond Group, 
Inc., (DGI) were named by 
the ONC last week as the 
first two authorized certify-
ing organizations. 
     Announcement of these 
authorized entities means that 
EHR vendors can now begin 
to have their products certi-
fied as meeting the criteria 
that support meaningful use. 
     Hospitals and other pro-
viders must become 
‘meaningful users’ of EHR 
technology in order to qual-
ify for Medicare and Medi-
caid incentives, and to avoid 
reimbursement penalties. 
     “Less than two months 
following the issuance of 
final meaningful use rules, 
we have approved our ini-
tial…certifiers,” said Dr. 

David Blumenthal, M.D., 
national coordinator for 
Health Information Technol-
ogy.  “EHR vendors can be-
gin immediately to get their 
products certified.” 
     Applications for addi-
tional certifying bodies are 
also currently being consid-
ered. 
     Certification of EHRs is 
part of a broad initiative un-
dertaken through the Health 
Information Technology for 
Economic and Clinical 
Health (HITECH) Act, which 
was a part of the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) of 2009. 
     HITECH created incen-
tive payment programs to 
help health care providers as 
they transition from paper-
based medical records to 
EHRs. 
     To qualify for the incen-
tive payments, eligible pro-
viders must not only adopt, 
but also demonstrate mean-
ingful use of certified EHR 
systems.  Initial meaningful 
use criteria were defined in a 
final rule issued by CMS on 
July 28. 
     Because of the delay in 
the final rule, many hospitals 
and hospital groups have 
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WHA Calendar: 

WCAHN Meeting 
Casper 

9/9 

WCAHN Finan-
cial Workshop 
Casper 

9/9 

WHA PAC Golf 
Tournament 
Cheyenne 

9/28 

WHA Annual 
Meeting and  
Convention 
Cheyenne 

9/29-
9/30 

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 

Other Events 

Joint Labor, 
Health & Social 
Services  
Committee 
Buffalo 

9/8—
9/9 

  

First Two EHR Certifying Organizations Named by ONC 



     Clinical depression af-
fects more than 19 million 
Americans each year.  More 
than 60 percent of people 
who commit suicide suffer 
from major depression. 
     The Wyoming Behav-
ioral Institute (WBI) in Cas-
per is providing free screen-
ings next month to connect 
those in need of treatment to 
the mental health care sys-
tem. 
     On October 7 from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. at WBI, a mental 
health professional will be 
available to facilitate the 
screening process.   

     All screenings are free 
and confidential. 
     The screening is an op-
portunity to speak one-on-
one with a mental health 
professional, and, if appro-
priate, a complete evaluation 
may be done. 
     WBI is offering the 
screenings in conjunction 
with National Depression 
Screening Day, which is 
held each year during Men-
tal Health Awareness Week.  
The day was created to edu-
cate the public about symp-
toms and effective treat-
ments, and to offer people 

the opportunity to be 
screened. 
     Clinical depression is a 
common, yet serious disor-
der of mood that is perva-
sive, intense, and attacks the 
mind and body at the same 
time. 
     It is treatable, and more 
than 80 percent of those who 
seek treatment show im-
provement.  Studies have 
shown that a combination of 
medication and psychother-
apy is the most effective 
method of treatment for de-
pression. 

WBI Offers Screenings During Mental Health Awareness Week 
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     CMS is seeking up to 20  
additional hospitals to par-
ticipate in Medicare’s Rural 
Community Hospital Dem-
onstration Program. 
     The goal of the program 
is to test the feasibility and 
advisability of cost-based 
reimbursement for small 
rural hospitals that are too 
large to be critical 
access hospitals. 
      

     The federal healthcare 
reform law extended the 
demonstration program by 
five years and expanded it to 
20 hospitals.  Ten hospitals 
currently participate and will 
be allowed to continue. 
     To participate, hospitals 
must have fewer than 51 
acute-care inpatient beds 

and be located among the 20 
states with the lowest popula-
tion density, which includes 
Wyoming. 
     Applications will be ac-
cepted for 45 days.  For more 
information on the program, 
visit www.cms.gov. 

 

     Attendees at the 65th An-
nual Wyoming Hospital 
Association Annual Meeting 
& Convention are invited to 
two sessions that address 
key strategic issues, service 
line development and medi-
cal staff engagement. 
     Howard J. Gershon, 
FACHE, principal of New 
Heights Group, will deliver 
both sessions, scheduled for 
Thursday, September 30.  
ACHE members can earn 

1.5 category 1 credit hours 
for each session. 
     Gershon will provide an 
overview of service line 
management concepts, a 
method for determining 
which service lines should 
be priorities, and strategies 
hospitals can use to imple-
ment service line initiatives. 
     In the second session, 
Gershon will discuss the 
rationale for closer integra-

tion between hospitals and 
physicians, with a focus on 
how to engage physicians so 
their goals and behaviors are 
aligned with the hospitals’. 

Convention Sessions Address Service Lines, Physician Engagement 

CMS Seeks Applicants for Rural Hospital Demo Program 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 

Howard Gershon 


