
in Medicaid in 2010; 50% of 

these costs are currently cov-

ered by the federal government. 

     Enrollment in Wyoming’s 

Medicaid program is expected 

to increase in 2014 as an ap-

proximately 30,000 additional 

people in the state become eli-

gible for Medicaid when the 

Affordable Care Act is fully 

implemented. 

      “Medicaid is not inherently 

problematic,” Gov. Mead said. 

“The problem is that it contin-

ues to consume Wyoming’s 

revenue, and the state has little 

control over the program. I 

think that with greater flexibil-

ity and more control over our 

state’s programs, we can find 

solutions that fit with Wy-

oming’s geography and culture, 

take care of our citizens, and 

reduce costs.” 

     Governor Matt Mead said 

last week that there is a need 

to improve the Medicaid pro-

gram. 

    He said that is why he par-

ticipated in the Republican 

Governors’ effort to offer 

state-led solutions to the fed-

eral Centers for Medicare 

and Medicaid Services. 

     The Republican Gover-

nors Public Policy Commit-

tee released a report on Med-

icaid last week. 

      “The process the Repub-

lican Governors have com-

pleted is noteworthy,” Gov. 

Mead said.  

     “This report does not im-

pose a cookie-cutter national 

plan, but rather shares some 

of the best ideas from the 

states. I do believe the states 

are the best situated to craft 

health care proposals. Im-

proving Medicaid needs to be 

a part of any health care re-

form.” 

      The Republican Gover-

nors Public Policy Commit-

tee (RGPPC) is proposing 

changes to the Medicaid pro-

gram. 

     These changes would give 

states the flexibility to design 

their own programs and man-

age the structure and process-

es of care as long as states 

meet standards for improving 

overall health of Medicaid 

enrollees and quality of care 

measures. 

     The Republican Gover-

nors Public Policy Commit-

tee’s Health Care Task Force 

report details 31 specific so-

lutions for how states could 

redesign Medicaid and elimi-

nate the structural roadblocks 

to integration and value-

based purchasing contained 

in the current Medicaid pro-

gram. 

     The general idea is to al-

low the states to test ap-

proaches to see what works 

in their specific environment, 

rather than forcing a one-size

-fits-all approach from the 

federal government on down. 

      “The RGA sought input 

from my office and from 

other Governors around the 

country,” Gov. Mead said. “I 

hope the concept of giving 

states more flexibility is 

something Congress and the 

White House will seriously 

examine.” 

      Medicaid expenses in 

Wyoming were $513 million 

in Fiscal Year 2011, and 

88,000 people were enrolled 
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Other Events: 

  
Quality Health 

Care Foundation 

Jackson Hole, WY 

9/7-

9/9 

Mid America  

Summit 

Des Moines, Iowa 

10/12-

10/13 

  

WHA Calendar: 

WHA PAC Golf 

Tournament 

Casper 

9/27 

WHA Annual 

Meeting &  

Convention 

Casper  

9/28-

9/29 

HIDI Partner 

Meeting 

Branson, MO 

10/12-

10/13 

Gov. Mead Supports Governors’ Effort to Find Medicaid Solutions 
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Governor Matt Mead 



     The Sheridan Memorial 

Hospital Foundation an-

nounced last month that it 

received $3,009,000 in fund-

ing over three years from 

The Leona M. and Harry B. 

Helmsley Charitable Trust 

to assist with the purchase of 

a new linear accelerator and 

CT treatment planning 

equipment. 

     The new equipment is 

part of the $8.4 million dol-

lar project which the hospi-

tal’s Board of Trustees ap-

proved in February 2011. 

     With support from The 

Helmsley Charitable Trust, 

Sheridan Memorial Hospi-

tal’s Welch Cancer Center 

project seeks to provide state

-of-the-art cancer diagnosis 

and treatment options to 

residents of Sheridan Coun-

ty, and the surrounding area, 

as well as southern Mon-

tana. 

      “We are extremely 

grateful for the support of 

The Leona M. and Harry B. 

Helmsley Charitable Trust 

in helping fund rural cancer 

care,” said hospital CEO 

Mike McCafferty. 

     The Leona M. and Harry 

B. Helmsley Charitable 

Trust provides funding for 

innovative projects that use 

technologies to connect rural 

patients to specialty medical 

care.   

      “This opportunity to 

apply for and receive funds 

through The Helmsley Char-

itable Trust is significant,” 

said Foundation Chairman 

and Trustee Kevin Bailey. 

Norman H. Holt Award for 

Nursing Excellence.   
     Also, for the first time, 

there will be a Hospital Pre-

paredness Award for excep-

tional emergency prepared-

ness personnel. 

 Additionally, the WHA 

will recognize outgoing 

Board Chairman Eric Boley, 

CEO of South Lincoln Med-

ical Center, and will honor 

incoming Chair Vickie Dia-

mond, CEO of Wyoming 

Medical Center. 

   The Wyoming Hospital 

Association will recognize 

a number of award winners 

during its 2011 Annual 

Meeting & Convention in 

Casper later this month. 
 The WHA convention 

is set for Sept. 27-29 at the 

Ramkota Best Western in 

Casper. 
 During its annual 

awards banquet on 

Wednesday, Sept. 28, the 

WHA will announce the 

winner of its prestigious 

 The WHA will also recog-

nize ten-year members of the 

association, as well as ten-

year members of the Ameri-

can Hospital Association. 
 The evening will conclude 

with the fast-paced comedy 

and magic of Gayle Becwar.  

His magic, mindreading, and 

humor involve all types of 

people and have earned him 

this praise from the Associat-

ed Press: “More than just a 

magician, Gayle Becwar is a 

complete entertainer.” 

Helmsley Trust Funds Equipment for Sheridan Cancer Center 
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Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 
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Wyo Organization Receives Nursing Workforce Grant 

     The Wyoming Commu-

nity Foundation is one of 

only 11 organizations to 

receive funding from Part-

ners Investing in Nursing's 

Future (PIN). 
     The multi-year, multi-

million-dollar national pro-

gram prepares America's 

nursing workforce with the 

skills needed to serve an 

older and more diverse pop-

ulation. 

     In Wyoming, the 

$225,000 PIN grant provides 

funding for the next three 

years and will be matched 

by $225,000 in local and 

regional funding. 

     "Nurses are the corner-

stone of our health care sys-

tem," said Mar  y Burman, 

dean of the Fay W. Whitney 

School of Nursing at the 

University of Wyoming 

Center for Nursing and pro-

ject director for the PIN 

grant. 

     The Wyoming Center for 

Nursing and Health Care 

Partnerships forged local 

partnerships with more than 

30 business, hospital and 

public health groups to cre-

ate solutions for tackling 

nursing workforce issues 

specific to community 

needs. 

     The project focuses on 

enhancing the quality of 

nursing and health care in 

Wyoming by developing a 

competency-based statewide 

curriculum. 


