
great deal in primary care set-
tings in many Critical Access 
Hospitals and additional prac-
tice support in specialty areas of 
the regional medical centers as 
well.   
     In total 278 APRN’s are in 
active practice within the State.  
Decklever and Kidner com-
mented that legislation is being 
considered at the federal level 
that would further enhance the 
role of APRN’s practice and 
prompted the Committee to be 
aware of these changes as 
would become appropriate to 
consider in our State. 
     UW’s Don Richards, and 
Sheila Bush with the Wyoming 
Medical Society reviewed re-
cent request that has been made 
of the WWAMI program to 
expand the enrollment allot-
ment for Wyoming-based stu-
dents into the School of Medi-
cine.   
     The current plan calls for 
increasing the number of new 
students from 16 to 18 this 
coming year, then expand to 20 
the following year.  With the 
demand and applicant pool 
gaining strength in recent years, 
it is simply proposed to expand 
directly to 20 students next 
year.   
     Correspondence from the 
University of Washington, as 
the Medical School serving the 
WWAMI program, was shared 
indicating general support for 
this consideration as part of an 
overall curriculum review. 

     Last week’s coverage of 
the recent meetings of the 
Joint Labor, Health and So-
cial Services Interim Com-
mittee focused upon the leg-
islation that has been drafted 
and preparations being made 
in meeting the necessary pro-
visions as a result of federal 
health reform.   
     While extensive review 
and discussion of this slate of 
draft bills served as the pri-
mary focus c of the session, 
there were a number of other 
important presentations and 
consideration given to a vari-
ety of topics and issues as 
prepared on the agenda.  This 
week’s edition of News 
Briefs serves to summarize 
these items. 
     Draft legislation covering 
a wide array of items regard-
ing Telehealth initiatives are 
incorporated into LSO-160.    
     A key element of this bill 
involves physician licensure 
considerations.  Kevin 
Bohnenblust, Executive Di-
rector of the Wyoming Board 
of Medicine, presented pro-
posed new medical licensing 
protocols that would effec-
tively expedite the process.   
     The intent is to provide 
the means to avoid delay in 
licensure for physicians for 
telehealth consults, followed 
by a more efficient path to 
permanent licensure in the 
State.  The Committee recog-
nized that the proposed rules 

may in fact remedy the con-
cerns sought to be addressed 
in the draft bill and asked 
that Mr. Bohnenblust move 
forward with the plan and 
review progress at the De-
cember LHSS session. 
     It has also been recently 
announced through UW’s 
Rex Gantenbein that the FCC 
grant will provide funding 
for many hospitals and com-
munities across Wyoming to 
have enhanced speed and 
upgraded technical capacity 
in their local T-1 line infra-
structure.   
     

Several members of the 
LHSS Committee acknowl-
edged these accomplishments 
with supportive comments 
toward the work of the Tele-
health Consortium. 
     Toni Decklever, repre-
senting the Wyoming APRN 
Association, and Maria 
Kidner, a practicing APRN in 
Cheyenne, presented infor-
mation to the Committee 
regarding the increasing role 
of Advanced Practice Nurses 
across the State.   
     It is clearly acknowledged 
that APRN’s contribute a 
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WHA Calendar: 

WHA PAC Golf 
Tournament 

9/28 

WHA Annual 
Meeting and  
Convention 

9/29-
9/30 

HFMA Fall  
Meeting 
Laramie, WY 

11/11-
11-12 
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Other Events 

AHA RBP Meeting 
Denver, CO 

10/6-
10/8 

Mid America  
Summit 
Des Moines, Iowa 

10/20-
10/21 

Labor Committee Considers Licensure Bill, WWAMI Expa nsion 



     In an effort to promote 
health awareness and access 
to healthcare in the commu-
nity, Cheyenne Regional 
Medical Center (CRMC) has 
awarded a grant of more 
than $70,000 to the Wyo-
ming Health Council 
(WYHC) in support of the 
Faith Community Nursing 
Network. 
     Faith Community Nurs-
ing, also known as Parish 
Nursing, is a specialized 
nursing practice focused on 
helping patients achieve 
health, healing and whole-
ness by implementing health 
promotion and disease pre-
vention practices. 
     “Faith community nurses 
possess the skills to promote 

health in a holistic way – 
body, mind and spirit – 
within the context of the 
local church. They bridge 
the gap between faith com-
munities and the healthcare 
system,” said the Rev. Carol 
Peterson, WYHC Curricu-
lum and Network Coordina-
tor. 
     The grant will be used 
over a two-year period to 
fund training, support staff 
and marketing for the net-
work. This includes funding 
for a two-day summit on 
recruitment and 
training of new 
Faith Commu-
nity Network 
nurses. 

     The Wyoming Health 
Council is an affiliate of the 
International Parish Nurse 
Resource Center from St. 
Louis, and coordinates an 
existing network of 30 Par-
ish Nurses/Faith Community 
Nurses across the state. The 
WYHC/CRMC partnership 
is advised by a volunteer 
group of local clergy and 
health professionals. 
     For more information 
contact Amanda Hubbard, 
Project Assistant, at 307-632
-3640. 

CRMC Awards $70,000 Grant to Wyo Health Counci l 
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    As the details of federal 
healthcare reform continue 
to unfold, discussion of ac-
countable care organizations 
has taken center stage. 
     And it will help kick off 
the 65th Annual Wyoming 
Hospital Association Annual 
Meeting & Convention. 
     John Harris, a leading 
national speaker on Ac-
countable Care Organization 
and a principal with DGA 

Partners, will deliver an 
opening keynote speech on 
the strategic implications of 
ACOs on September 29. 
     ACOs will impact every 
hospital, and Mr. Harris will 
address the reality that those 
who ignore ACOs may be 
overtaken by competitors 
who pursue them. 
     And he’ll pursue key 
questions, including whether 
your hospital ready for this 

challenge, whether you 
should become part of an 
ACO, what ACOs mean for 
hospital relations with phy-
sicians, and what strategic 
opportunities and challenges 
ACOs present? 
     For more information 
about the WHA meeting and 
convention, visit 
www.wyohospitals.com, or 
call (307) 632.9344. 

Convention Keynote Focuses on Accountable Care 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 

Health IT Acronyms 
 

 
 

AHRQ Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
 
BHIE Bi-directional Health Information Exchange 
 
EA Enterprise Architecture 
 
HIMSS Health Information Management Systems Society 
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