
Mr. Forslund said.  “It is not 

uncommon to see these func-

tions closely linked in other 

states.” 

     Department deputy director 

Lee Clabots will oversee the 

Public Health Division as an 

interim until a senior adminis-

trator is selected. 

     A revamped Aging Division 

will now include the Wyoming 

Pioneer Home in Thermopolis, 

the Wyoming Retirement Cen-

ter in Basin, and the Veteran‟s‟ 

Home of Wyoming in Buffalo, 

as well as the Office of 

Healthcare Licensing and Sur-

veys. 

     Mr. Clabots will also pro-

vide interim oversight for the 

Aging Division.  Ginny Ma-

honey, former deputy director 

for rural and public health, will 

lead the Senior Services section 

of the division. 

     Teri Green, who is also the 

State Medicaid Agent, will lead 

the Division of Healthcare Fi-

nancing.  The division includes 

Medicaid, Pharmacy Services, 

and Kid Care CHIP. 

     Organizational changes at 

the Wyoming Department of 

Health will help ensure that 

needs services for Wyoming 

residents are delivered as 

successfully and responsibly 

as possible, according to a 

release from the Department. 

     Tom Forslund, director of 

the Department of Health, 

said the reorganization re-

flects Gov. Matt Mead‟s call 

for increased efficiency in 

state government. 

     “The changes we‟re mak-

ing will align department 

functions that have both sim-

ilar and shared responsibili-

ties for healthcare in Wyo-

ming,” Mr. Forslund said.  

“We think this makes sense 

and will strengthen the ser-

vices we provide. 

     “While I feel the depart-

ment currently provides a 

high level of quality service 

to Wyoming, there is always 

room for improvement with 

any organization.” 

     As part of the reorganiza-

tion, the former Division of 

Mental Health and Substance 

Abuse Services and the for-

mer Developmental Disabili-

ties Division have been com-

bined into the Behavioral 

Health Division. 

     “Our goal with this mer-

ger is a strong division that 

does the best job possible in 

funding and supporting care 

for children and adults across 

the state with mental illness, 

developmental disabilities, 

acquired brain injuries and/or 

substance abuse issues,” Mr. 

Forslund said. 

     The Wyoming State Hos-

pital in Evanston, which pro-

vides treatment for certain 

mental health disorders, and 

the Wyoming Life Resource 

Center in Lander, which pro-

vides care for certain Wyo-

ming residents with intellec-

tual and developmental disa-

bilities, will each be included 

in the new division. 

     Chris Newman is the new 

division‟s senior administra-

tor.  Ms. Newman began 

serving as interim adminis-

trator of the Mental Health 

and Substance Abuse Ser-

vices Division earlier this 

year, and has been the Devel-

opmental Disabilities Divi-

sion administrator since 

2009. 

     The Department‟s existing 

Preventive Health and Safety 

Division, community and 

Public Health Division, Rural 

and Frontier Health Division, 

Public Health Pre-

paredness Program 

and the Office of 

Emergency Medical 

Services will all be 

combined into the 

new Public Health 

Division. 

     “The work done 

in these areas is tra-

ditionally identified 

as „public health,‟” 
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Other Events: 

  
Hospital Advisory 

Group Meeting 

Cheyenne 

7/21 

Quality Health 

Care Foundation 

Jackson Hole, WY 

9/7-

9/9 

  

WHA Calendar: 

WHA Board 

Meeting 

Gillette 

7/14 

WHA PAC Golf 

Tournament 

Casper 

9/27 

WHA Annual 

Meeting &  

Convention 

Casper  

9/28-

9/29 

Department of Health Announces Reorganization 

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 



     VA hospitals didn‟t al-

ways treat women veterans.  

Today, though, women are 

the fastest growing minority 

in the military. 

 And women who entered 

the military in large numbers 

after 9/11 are now starting to 

come out o f the service. 

 Those women veterans 

can receive care at the wom-

en‟s clinic at the VA Medi-

cal Center in Cheyenne. 

 The VA women‟s clinic 

opened in 1999 and contin-

ues to get busier.  It now 

serves 1,300 women veter-

ans enrolled from Wyoming, 

northern Colorado, and 

western Nebraska, and it 

receives referrals from Mon-

tana. 

 The facility also has out-

reach clinics in Greeley and 

Fort Collins. 

 Dr. Amanda Johnson is 

an obstetrician and gynecol-

ogist at the clinic. 

 “The women‟s veteran 

program is a model of inte-

grated care,” Dr. Johnson 

told the Casper Star-

Tribune.”  It provides over-

all treatment, as well as gen-

der-specific screenings. 

 The women veterans‟ 

disabilities range from back 

problems to traumatic brain 

injury to post-traumatic 

stress disorder. 

 About the only service 

the clinic isn‟t prepared for 

is newborn care.  Babies of 

women veterans are deliv-

ered at the local hospital. 

 “I‟m really impressed,” 

Nora Monnett, an eight-year 

Air Force veteran, told the 

Star-Tribune.  “Sometimes 

you go to a place and you 

feel like you‟re just a co-pay 

to them, but here it doesn‟t 

feel that way.” 

Association, AARP and 

others that detailed the po-

tential impact of across-the-

board spending caps; and 

various alerts to the AHA 

membership regarding the 

threat of Medicare and Med-

icaid cuts. 
     At the same time, Ad-

ministration officials “are 

offering to cut tens of bil-

lions of dollars from Medi-

care and Medicaid” as Con-

gress and the White House 

negotiate an agreement to 

raise the federal debt limit 

by Aug. 2, the New York 

     The Coalition to Protect 

America‟s Health Care last 

week began the second 

week of its multi-week ad 

campaign urging lawmak-

ers to oppose any further 

federal reductions to hospi-

tal care as part of any debt-

limit/deficit reduction 

agreement. 

     This comes on top of 

last month‟s print ad cam-

paign by the AHA and 

other national hospital 

groups protesting such 

cuts; an analysis from the 

AHA, American Medical 

Times reports. 
     “Negotiators said they 

were seriously considering 

cuts in Medicare payments to 

hospitals for uncollectible 

patient debt and the training 

of doctors; steps to eliminate 

Medicare „overpayments‟ to 

nursing homes; a reduction in 

the federal share of some 

Medicaid spending; and new 

restrictions on states‟ ability 

to finance Medicaid by im-

posing taxes on hospitals and 

other health care providers,” 

the story states.  

Cheyenne VA Provides Services for Women Vets 
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CMS Proposes Changes to Payment Policies and Rates 

     The Centers for Medicare 

& Medicaid Services (CMS) 

issued a proposed rule last 

week that would update pay-

ment policies and rates for 

services in hospital outpa-

tient departments and ambu-

latory surgical centers. 
     The proposed rule, which 

would go into effect on Jan. 

1, 2012, would emphasize 

the importance of ensuring 

high-quality care, regardless 

of the setting in which the 

care is provided. 

     The proposed rule also 

contains provisions that 

would strengthen the value-

based purchasing program, 

which was required by the 

Affordable Care Act and ties 

a portion of a hospital‟s pay-

ment for inpatient stays to 

its performance on a set of 

quality measures. 

     Additionally, CMS pro-

posed to changes to the 

Medicare Electronic Health 

Record Incentive Program.     

     For more information, 

visit http://

www.cms.hhs.gov/apps/

media/fact_sheets.asp. 


