
able. 
     Despite the apparent support 
of the seven key Blue Dog De-
mocrats on the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee, the 
IMAC proposal is problematic.  
First, it represents a significant 
power shift away from Con-
gress – something Congress 
may be unwilling to do. 
     Further, it does not resolve 
the cost containment issue, 
since it would not appear to 
generate any real savings or 
have any positive impact on the 
deficit. 
     Congressional Republicans 
have already come out against 
the proposal, and the AHA 
urged members to contact Con-
gressional Democrats to oppose 
the IMAC proposal. 
     Some healthcare leaders 
have suggested that the inclu-
sion of an IMAC-style proposal 
would threaten their support for 
the broader, $1 trillion health-
care reform effort. 

     During a federal legisla-
tive briefing last week, a hos-
pital association executive 
asked AHA Executive Vice 
President Rick Pollack to 
speculate about President 
Obama’s prime time press 
conference the next day. 
                     

Tomorrow is a lifetime away, 
Pollack said. 
     Such is the pace of the 
debate about healthcare re-
form in Washington, DC. 
     As of mid-week, one Sen-
ate committee and two House 
committees had passed their 
versions of bills, while some 
expect the Senate Finance 
Committee to produce a bill 
by press time, and the House 
Energy and Commerce had 
stopped debating a bill to 
work through the objections 
of seven Blue Dog Democ-
rats. 
     And those same conserva-
tive Blue Dogs had struck a 
deal “in principle” with the 
White House to create a su-
percharged version of Med-
PAC that would give the 
Executive Branch the power 
to set Medicare rates. 
     Even as the AHA and the 
Wyoming Hospital Associa-
tion continue to monitor the 
development of the ‘public 

option’ and other center-
pieces of each reform pro-
posal, President Obama’s 
proposed Independent Medi-
care Advisory Council 
(IMAC) has emerged as the 
newest controversial reform 
component. 
     Responding to concerns 
from conservative Democrats 
about the lack of cost con-
tainment measures in the 
current reform proposals, 
President Obama proposed 
the creation of IMAC, which 
would dramatically expand 
the President’s authority over 
Medicare. 
     Among other things, 
IMAC could recommend 
additional provider cuts to 
the President, who would 
decide whether to act on 
those recommendations.  If 
the President supported the 
recommended cuts, Congress 
would have only 30 days to 
issue a resolution of disap-
proval, which the President 
could veto. 
     In light of the 
$155 billion in 
cuts that hospi-
tals have already 
agreed to over 
the next 10 
years, the AHA 
considers the 
IMAC proposal 
very troubling 
and the likeli-
hood of further 
cuts unsustain-
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     As Congress debates 
ways to control healthcare 
costs, Cheyenne Regional 
Medical Center (CRMC) is 
actually controlling them. 
     Through its injury pre-
vention program, CRMC 
distributed 166 bike/safety 
helmets and 153 car seats in 
Laramie County.  As a re-
sult, the program estimates 
that residents saved more 
than $600,000 in injury-
related healthcare costs to 
children and adolescents. 
     “The dollar figure gives 
people an idea of the true 

value of this program – 
which is to safeguard young 
people from severe head and 
other traumas that can hap-
pen when they don’t wear 
helmets or aren’t secured 
properly in child restraints,” 
said Stephanie Heitsch, in-
jury prevention coordinator 
at CRMC. 
     As a partner with the 
Wyoming Department of 
Health, the hospital’s injury 
prevention program also 
serves as the Safe Kids 
Wyoming office, overseeing 
the activities in 15 chapters 

across Wyoming. 
     Statewide, the Safe Kids 
program distributed 1,127 
bike/safety helmets and 492 
car seats, saving nearly $2.5 
million in injury-related 
healthcare costs to children 
and adolescents, according 
to program estimates. 
     “This program shows the 
good things that can happen 
when government agencies, 
hospitals and community 
groups work together,” said 
Heitsch. 
 

tournament at the Powder-
horn and a tour of Sheridan 
Memorial Hospital. 
    Sessions begin on Sep-
tember 30 at the Holiday Inn 
in Sheridan with an opening 
keynote and sessions fo-
cused on hospital quality 
and performance improve-
ment. 
     Among the most notable 

   Long-time attendees of the 
Wyoming Hospital Associa-
tion Annual Meeting & Con-
vention will notice a few 
changes in the 2009 pro-
gram. 
    The 64th annual gathering 
of hospital leaders, allied 
groups, and some 40 ven-
dors kicks off on September 
29 with the WHA PAC golf 

changes, however, is the 
switch to a one-day vendor 
show.  Vendors will only be 
available at this year’s con-
vention on September 30.  
Additionally, the Norman S. 
Holt award, the Auxiliary of 
the Year Award, and the in-
vestiture of the 2010 WHA 
Chairman will occur at an 
awards banquet that evening. 

Injury Prevention Program Saves $600,000 in Laramie County 
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     Following a review of the 
survey results at the retreat, 
the WHA will use those 
results to develop the asso-
ciation’s near-term priori-
ties.  The WHA will distrib-
ute the survey results to all 
members, along with the 
priorities that will guide the 
organization for the next 
year. 
     In addition, the Board 
heard a mid-year report from 
WHA President Dan Perdue.     
     Perdue highlighted the 
WHA’s active efforts in 
monitoring and influencing 
national healthcare reform 

efforts, in organizing and 
conducting regional meet-
ings of hospital CEOs, man-
aging the WHA’s data pro-
grams, and delivering educa-
tional offerings, most nota-
bly the Trustee session with 
Jamie Orlikoff. 
     In other business, the 
Board reviewed the WHA’s 
draft 2010 budget, approved 
the launch of a price trans-
parency initiative, and sup-
ported the development of a 
patient safety organization 
in which Wyoming hospitals 
can participate. 

WHA Board Meets to Review Feedback, Set Strategy 
     The Wyoming Hospital 
Association Board of Direc-
tors met in Lander last week 
for its annual retreat – an 
opportunity to review the 
results of the WHA mem-
bership survey and to set the 
association’s immediate and 
long-term strategy. 
     For the second consecu-
tive year, the WHA issued a 
survey to all members, seek-
ing feedback on the issues 
that are most critical to 
Wyoming’s hospitals, as 
well as comments on the 
association’s effectiveness 
in representing its members. 

WHA Convention to Highlight Quality Innovations 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 


