
(D-Nev.). “There has to be a 

balance. There has to be some 

revenue and cuts. My caucus 

agrees with that. I hope that the 

president sticks with that. I’m 

confident that he will.” 

     Meanwhile, Sen. Mike Enzi, 

(R-Wyo.), has offered a pro-

posal that could save as much 

as $13 billion by fixing a glitch 

in the new health care law, ac-

cording to the Casper Star-

Tribune.  The proposal would 

not increase the number of un-

insured people. 

     Sen. Enzi’s legislation 

would correct a problem that 

allows some middle-class 

early retirees to get health 

insurance at virtually no cost 

by qualifying for Medicaid 

coverage, according to the 

Star-Tribune. 

     The provision in the 

health care law changed the 

practice of counting Social Se-

curity benefits as income for 

deciding Medicaid eligibility.  

Sen. Enzi’s proposal would 

reverse that provision, requiring 

Social Security income to be 

counted for Medicaid and for 

tax credits to buy private insur-

ance. 

     The Congressional Budget 

Office estimated that the pro-

posal would cut the deficit by 

about $13 billion between 2014 

and 2021, without raising the 

number of uninsured people, 

according to the Star-Tribune. 

     President Obama and top 

House Republicans contin-

ued negotiations last week 

over a far-reaching plan to 

save $3 trillion over the next 

decade. 

     The plan reportedly in-

cluded sharp cuts in agency 

spending and politically pain-

ful changes to popular health 

and retirement programs, but 

without any immediate in-

crease in taxes, Democratic 

congressional leaders report-

ed Thursday. 

     White House officials 

insisted that Obama remains 

committed to including reve-

nue increases in any compre-

hensive deficit-reduction 

package as the two sides seek 

an agreement that would also 

raise the federal borrowing 

limit in the face of a looming 

Aug. 2 deadline. 

     But congressional Demo-

crats were furious over what 

they described as the latest 

twist in White House talks, 

which they said now ap-

peared to taking an unac-

ceptable turn. 

     Congressional Democrats 

were in a high state of alarm 

about talks they said were 

now leading toward a broad 

deficit-reduction deal that 

would not immediately in-

clude increased revenue. 

     They said this would vio-

late their pledge not to cut 

benefits for Social Security 

and Medicare recipients and 

require them to swallow a 

deficit-reduction plan that 

relies solely on spending cuts 

without raising taxes. 

     Early versions of various 

debt-reduction proposals 

have included potentially 

significant cuts to Medicaid 

and Medicare, including pro-

posals that could imperil the 

critical access hospital pro-

gram.  Proposed cuts to Med-

icaid have ranged from $100 

billion to as much as $750 

billion. 

     Democrats, including 

Obama, have repeatedly 

pledged to pursue a deal that 

contains a “balance” of both 

spending cuts and revenue 

increases. 

     Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-

Calif.), said she opposed the 

White House direction and 

instead would continue to 

support a backup plan to 

raise the debt ceiling in three 

phases over more than a year. 

     “The president always 

talked about balance, that 

there had to be some fairness 

in this, that this can’t be all 

cuts,” said Sen. Harry Reid 
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     As the state has struggled 

to prepare for and prevent 

the flu in recent years, at 

least one infection preven-

tionist has received kudos 

from the state for her efforts. 

 Julia Mason, RN and 

Infection Preventionist at 

Niobrara Health & Life Cen-

ter (NHLC) in Lusk, was 

recently recognized as one 

of the state’s best perform-

ing sentinel providers. 

 Clayton Van Houten, Jr., 

Emerging Diseases-Health 

Statistics Section Chief for 

the Wyoming Department of 

Health recognized Ms. Ma-

son in a letter of commenda-

tion. 

     “Your organization did 

an extraordinary job by sub-

mitting specimens for influ-

enza testing at the Wyoming 

Public Health Laboratory 

and achieving a 100% re-

porting record on ILINet,” 

according to the letter. 

     “With your efforts, your 

organization has affirmed 

itself as a model influenza 

sentinel provider for the 

state of Wyoming.” 

     Bob Brummond, former 

CEO of NHLC, said Ms. 

Mason does a great job in 

multiple roles at the hospi-

tal, and this commendation 

is evidence of that. 

     “Julia is a valuable asset 

to NHLC, and we are lucky 

to have her,” Brummond 

said. 

tions about the Medicaid 

program are also critical for 

nursing homes. 

 As a result, the QHCF 

annual meeting will feature 

sessions on maximizing rev-

enue cycles in difficult 

times, and preparing for 

CMS surveys.   
 Additionally, given the 

changing nature of services 

for the elderly, Department 

of Health Director Tom For-

slund will discuss the status 

of the Department and his 

team’s efforts to control 

Medicaid spending. 

   Nursing home adminis-

trators and staff will spend 

three days in the Tetons 

this fall, focusing on the 

Future of Aging Services 

in Wyoming. 
 The Quality Health 

Care Foundation annual 

meeting is scheduled for 

Sept. 7 – 9 at the Cowboy 

Village Resort in Jackson. 
 All healthcare providers 

are carefully monitoring 

federal debates about Med-

icare and Medicaid, among 

other items.   
     State-level conversa-

 Participants will also hear 

updates on the Advancing 

Excellence quality program 

from the Quality Improve-

ment Organization, as well as 

on the status of key federal 

healthcare issues from Lead-

ingAge, the QHCF’s national 

organization. 

 Additionally, the QHCF 

will present its first Daniel J. 

Lex Award for Lifetime Ser-

vice in Long-Term Care.   

     To register for the confer-

ence, contact Steve Bahmer 

at steve@qhcf.org. 
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Trustee Webinars Examine Changing Health Care 

     The American Hospital 

Association’s (AHA) Center 

for Healthcare Governance 

has developed a new educa-

tion series to help trustees 

stay abreast of the latest 

trends and requirements.    
     Health Care in Transi-

tion: Topics for Trustees 

brings the American Hospi-

tal Association’s policy ex-

pertise and Center's educa-

tional expertise to bear on 

critical policy and regulatory 

issues for trustees.  
     Each 20-to-30-minute 

program includes an audio 

recording with synched 

slides, discussion questions 

for board use after viewing 

the program and supple-

mental resources.  
     The materials are availa-

ble online to play or down-

load.  

     Initial topics include hos-

pital readmissions, value-

based purchasing and bun-

dled payment.  

     The webinars are availa-

ble to all AHA members at 

www.americangovernance.c

om/policy. 


