
grams will be affected by the 
Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act of 2010 
(PPACA). 
     Dr. Brent Sherard, Director 
of the Wyoming Department of 
Health, said that beginning in 
2014, Medicaid will be man-
dated to cover approximately 
25,000 additional people under 
PPACA.  While the costs for 
the additional coverage will 
initially be borne by the federal 
government, the state will even-
tually be responsible for an 
increasing amount of money as 
the federal support decreases. 
     WHA President Dan Perdue 
explained to the committee the 
financial penalties hospitals 
may incur if they are not classi-
fied as “meaningful users” of 
electronic health records, under 
criteria proposed by the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS). 
     Hospitals are actively pursu-
ing options to implement EMR 
systems to improve quality and 
efficiency of patient care, 
Perdue said, but many are find-
ing the upfront costs associated 
with the new systems to be 
problematic.  The time, re-
sources and planning needed to 
implement EMR systems are 
becoming increasingly onerous, 
Perdue said. 
 The committee will meet 
again on September 8 and 9 in 
Buffalo. 

     In the first of three interim 
committee meetings sched-
uled this year, the Joint La-
bor, Health and Social Ser-
vices Interim Committee met 
in Basin and Thermopolis 
last month and discussed a 
number of healthcare-related 
topics. 
     Dr. James Bush, chairman 
of the Wyoming Telehealth 
Consortium and Medicaid 
Medical Director for the 
Wyoming Health 
Department, up-
dated the commit-
tee on the state’s 
progress to ex-
pand telemedi-
cine. 
     He said most 
Wyoming hospi-
tals have videoconferencing 
equipment, and Medicaid’s 
goal is to expand the network 
into physician offices and 
community health centers, as 
well as to connect every 
medical specialty with the 
electronic system. 
     Bush said a coordinated 
system allows hospitals to 
“talk” to each other, while an 
easy-to-use setup ensures 
physicians don’t need to be 
technology experts to make a 
virtual call. 
     Doctors and nurses are 
now getting 7,000 to 10,000 
minutes worth of continuing 
education each month 
through telehealth systems in 

Cheyenne and Casper, Bush 
said. 
 Pat Monahan, executive 
director of the Wyoming 
Primary Care Association, 
and Dan Reiner, CEO of the 
Community Health Center of 
Central Wyoming 
(CHCCW), provided the 
committee with background 
information on the WYPCA 
and Wyoming health centers. 
     Monahan said the 

WYPCA provides 
educational assis-
tance to commu-
nities with exist-
ing or proposed 
health centers, 
while helping 
increase access to 
affordable health-

care. 
     Reiner said one in six 
Natrona County residents are 
patients of the largest CHC in 
Wyoming and the only CHC 
in the county.  In addition to 
family medicine services, the 
CHC provides comprehen-
sive dental, behavioral 
health, and geriatric services. 
     Meredith Asay, policy 
advisor to Gov. Freudenthal, 
updated the committee on the 
executive branch’s efforts to 
analyze the impact of federal 
health reform on state agen-
cies. 
 The State Agency Leader-
ship Team is composed of 
agency directors whose pro-
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WHA Calendar: 

WCAHN Coding 
Workshop 

6/17 

Western Regional 
Trustee  
Symposium 
Denver, CO 

6/9-
6/11 

WHA Board 
Meeting 
Lander 

7/9 

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 

Other Events 

Wyoming Medical 
Society Meeting 
Jackson 

6/10 

  

  

Western Region 
Flex Conference 
Tucson, AZ 

6/10 

Joint Health Committee Discusses Reform, Telehealth, HIT 



     New technology at Platte 
County Memorial Hospital 
(PCMH) is designed to 
make the administration of 
drugs to patients more accu-
rate and thus safer. 
     The technology will posi-
tively identify patients and 
ensure they are getting their 
correct medications and dos-
ages. 
     Positive Patient Identifi-
cation (PPID), a piece of 
Cerner Care Mobile technol-
ogy, has been used previ-
ously at several other Ban-
ner Health facilities.  PCMH 
is the first Banner Health 

hospital in Wyoming to use 
the technology, which works 
through the use of handheld 
scanners, bar-coded patient 
wristbands and bar-coded 
medication containers. 
     If a patient's medicine is 
incorrect, the scanner will 
not read the bar code, said 
Jennifer Nevins, RPh at 
PCMH.  The program re-
duces the chance of medica-
tion errors substantially. 
Nurses or respiratory thera-
pists use the wireless hand-
held scanner to electroni-
cally scan the patient's wrist-
band and then the medica-

tion container. 
     The bar code on the pa-
tient's wristband tells the 
wireless scanner who the 
patient is and allows the 
scanner to immediately ac-
cess the patient's electronic 
medical records to deter-
mine if there is an active 
order for that medication. 
     In addition to alerting 
caregivers whether the 
medication is correct, the 
scanner uses the information 
gathered from the patient's 
electronic medical record to 
determine whether the dos-
age is correct. 

New Technology at PCMH To Strengthen Patient Safety 
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     The Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services has 
announced that it will host a 
June 15 conference call on 
"ICD-10 Implementation in 
a 5010 Environment." 
     Intended for Medicare 
fee-for-service providers and 
others, the call will discuss 

ICD-10 implementation for 
services provided on and 
after Oct. 1, 2013 and the 
Version 5010 transaction 
standards for electronic 
health care claims. 
     For more information or 
to register for the call, visit 
the CMS website. In related 

news, CMS has issued an-
swers to Frequently Asked 
Questions concerning ICD-10 
implementation. Among the 
FAQs, available at 
www.cms.gov, CMS says 
there "will be no delays and 
no grace period" for the Oct. 
1, 2013 compliance date. 

      The deadline to nomi-
nate a nurse for the 2010 
Norman S. Holt Award for 
Nursing Excellence is fast 
approaching – applications 
are due to the Wyoming 
Hospital Association by July 
9. 
     The award was estab-
lished in 1983 by the WHA 
Board of Directors in honor 
and memory of Norm Holt 
because of his tremendous 
understanding and active 
involvement with the nurs-
ing profession.  The award is 
presented annually at the 
WHA Convention to honor 

one outstanding nurse in 
Wyoming. 
     Each hospital may nomi-
nate one candidate each 
year.  Hospitals are respon-
sible for determining their 
own methods for selecting 
candidates, but nominees 
should meet seven criteria 
regarding skill improve-
ment, compassion, and dedi-
cation to quality care. 
     Every R.N. and L.P.N. is 
eligible to win the award, 
provided they meet these 
criteria. 
     The award winner will 
receive a complimentary 

registration to the 2010 
WHA Annual Meeting and 
Convention, a plaque, and a 
monetary award.  The re-
cipient’s hospital will also 
receive a monetary award to 
be used for nursing continu-
ing education. 
     Please contact the WHA 
with questions, or to receive 
an application. 
     The Wyoming Hospital 
Association 65th Annual 
Meeting and Convention is 
being held at the Cheyenne 
Holiday Inn on September 
29 and 30.   

Deadline Approaching for Nursing Excellence Nominations 

CMS Announces Conference Cal l, FAQs for ICD-10 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 


