
meeting.  Sen. Barrasso chal-
lenged the President on a num-
ber of issues, including the 
President’s characterization of 
the reform bill’s impact on 
Medicare. 
     Sen. Barrasso also said that 
few believe the President’s 
claim that the reform legislation 
will reduce costs. 
     “Actually, the Chief Actuary 
a month or so after the bill was 
passed…released projections 
that said that the healthcare 
overhaul will likely cost about 
$115 billion more in spending 
over the next 10 years than the 
original cost projections, taking 
the cost, the total estimated cost 
to above a trillion dollars,” he 
said. 
     Sen. Barrasso also pointed 
out a number of items that he 
said the President failed to men-
tion. 
     President Obama did not 
mention $550 billion in Medi-
care cuts, Sen. Barrasso said, 
cuts which will impact hospi-
tals, nursing homes, and home 
health agencies. 
     Nor did the President men-
tion that up to $18 million has 
been spent on a mailer about 
the healthcare law, but “many 
have referred to this as propa-
ganda because it fails to really 
clearly and honestly express 
what is going to happen to peo-
ple on Medicare as they cut 
$550 billion from their health 
care.” 

     The President took what 
some have called a ‘victory 
lap’ last week with a tele-
vised town hall meeting in 
Maryland. 
     The town hall meeting 
was timed to coincide with 
the first mailing of prescrip-
tion drug rebate checks to 
elderly Americans. 
     The administration has 
held a number of meetings in 
recent weeks to promote 
various aspects of the new 
healthcare law to senior 
citizens. 
     "This health care bill 
alone doesn't solve all our 
problems and I don't want 
to over advertise," Presi-
dent Obama said. “But it 
will lead to the enactment 
of a number of key reforms 
that will make the overall 
health care system more effi-
cient and effective over 
time.”  
     During the meeting, 
which was held at a senior 
center in Wheaton, Md., 
President Obama told seniors 
that the new Affordable Care 
Act will mean greater sav-
ings and increased quality 
care. 
     “What you’ll see through 
this new law are new bene-
fits, new cost savings and an 
increased focus on quality to 
ensure that you get the care 
that you need,” he said. 
     Some elements of the new 
law go into effect this year, 

and the timing of the town 
hall was designed to provide 
evidence of the changes that 
have occurred through the 
reform legislation. 
     Last Thursday’s session 
coincided with the date on 
which a $250 check to cover 
the costs of prescriptions 
were mailed to seniors who 
fall into Medicare’s drug 
coverage gap – the so-called 
‘donut hole.’ 
     The first round of checks 

sent to 
those in 
the 
‘donut 
hole’ 
will 
reach 
about 

80,000 people. 
     President Obama also 
announced a new initiative to 
cut in half the amount of 
waste, fraud and abuse in the 
Medicare program by the end 
of 2012.   
     He said that all mishan-
dlings in the system will be 
detected, and he warned the 
people “who swindle and 
steal from seniors or the 
Medicare system: we are 
going to find you, we will 
prosecute you, and will ulti-
mately prevent those crimes 
from happening.” 
     Wyoming Sen. John Bar-
rasso responded from the 
floor of the U.S. Senate to 
the President’s town hall 
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WHA Calendar: 

WHA Region 2 
Meeting 
Lander 

7/8 

WHA Board 
Meeting 
Lander 

7/9 

WHA Annual 
Meeting and  
Convention 
Cheyenne 

9/29-
9/30 

WHA PAC Golf 
Tournament 
Cheyenne 

9/28 

WCAHN REC 
Meeting 
Casper 

6/30 
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Other Events 

ACHE Wyoming 
Chapter 
Conference Call 

6/22 
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     An advanced diagnostic 
imaging system recently 
installed at St. John’s Medi-
cal Center (SJMC) in Jack-
son can help reduce diagno-
sis times for life-threatening 
diseases from days and 
hours to mere minutes. 
     SJMC installed one of 
the world’s first dynamic 
volume computed tomogra-
phy systems – Toshiba’s 
Acquilion ONE – in early 
May. 
     The technology allows 
doctors to see not only a 
three-dimensional depiction 
of an organ, but also the 
organ’s dynamic blood flow 
and function.  Unlike other 

CT systems, SJMC’s new 
system can scan one organ, 
including heart, brain, and 
others, in one rotation at a 
single point in time. 
     This reduces exam times, 
as well as radiation and con-
trast doses, and dramatically 
increases diagnostic confi-
dence. 
     Weighing two metric 
tons, the device can measure 
subtle changes in blood flow 
or very small blockages 
forming in blood vessels no 
bigger than the average 
width of a 
toothpick. 
     With its 
unique 

ability to perform compre-
hensive exams, SJMC’s new 
device reduces the need for 
multiple, duplicative tests 
and invasive procedures.  As 
a result, costs can be re-
duced by eliminating unnec-
essary tests. 
     Additionally, diagnosis 
times are faster, which is 
particularly critical in ER 
patients presenting with 
chest pain, who are often 
given multiple tests that take 
days to complete. 

New SJMC Imaging System Improves Patient Care 
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     The Wyoming Health-
care Volunteers Organiza-
tion is seeking nominations 
for the 2010 Outstanding 
Auxiliary award, the winner 
of which will be announced 
at the Wyoming Hospital 
Association Annual Conven-
tion in Cheyenne. 
     The award, established in 

1985 by the Wyoming Asso-
ciation of Hospital Auxilia-
ries Governing Board, rec-
ognizes the outstanding vol-
unteer service of a hospital 
auxiliary. 
     Nominations may be 
made by hospital CEOs or 
staff responsible for volun-
teer programs or the hospital 

auxiliary.  To be eligible, 
nominees must be paid mem-
bers of the Wyoming Health-
care Volunteers Organization. 
     Nominations must be re-
ceived by July 9, 2010.  Con-
tact the Wyoming Hospital 
Association at (307)632-9344 
with any questions. 

     The Wyoming Depart-
ment of Health’s Office of 
Rural Health is sponsoring a 
free seminar on Rural Health 
Clinic eligibility, reimburse-
ment, and billing. 
     The session, “Rural 
Health Clinic Basics,” will 
be hosted by Evanston Re-
gional Hospital from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on June 25 at the 
Historic Beeman-Cashin 
Building in Evanston. 
     Mike Bell, a CPA who 
worked with more than 150 

RHCs last year, will present 
the seminar.  Bell will re-
view both independent and 
provider-based RHCs. 
     Bell also presented in 
Wyoming last year, conduct-
ing a workshop for critical 
access hospitals and RHCs 
on maximizing their reim-
bursements. 
     Rural Health Clinics in-
crease primary care services 
for Medicaid, Medicare, and 
other patients in rural, un-
derserved communities.  

RHC status leads to higher 
reimbursement rates for pro-
viding Medicaid and Medi-
care services in rural areas. 
     Twenty of Wyoming’s 23 
counties are eligible for Ru-
ral Health Clinics. 
     To register for the semi-
nar, contact Keri Wagner at 
(307) 777-6512 or 
keri.wagner@health.wyo.go
v.  For more information, 
contact Jeff Hopkins at 
(307) 777-2930 or 
jeff.hopkins@health. 
wyo.gov. 

Health Department Schedules Rural Health Clinic Seminar 

Nominations Sought for Outstanding Auxiliary Award 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 


