
     Gail Bennett closed the day-

one agenda with detailed 

presentation of OSHA-based 

compliance and fresh consider-

ations in the areas of immuniza-

tion and general employee 

health and safety.   

     She also took occasion to 

comment on multi-drug re-

sistant infections, the highly 

recognized MRSA and VRE 

strains, with new approach to 

prevention and facility contain-

ment. 

     After full initial day of gen-

eral sessions, day-two offerred 

separate Hospital and LTC 

tracks of study.   

     Henrietta Smith was fea-

tured to lead the hospital-based 

session, with primary focus 

upon the new NHSN reporting 

protocols.   

     Particular attention was il-

lustrated regarding multi-drug 

resistant and CLABSI-related 

data, with a variety of case 

study exercises for practical 

analysis and discussion proving 

to be very helpful in providing 

clarity and consistency in re-

porting. 

     WHA want to express its 

appreciation to Ellen Williams, 

Jan Pope, Dr. Willson, and the 

entire MPQH team for an excel-

lent conference. 

     

     As a new element of edu-

cation in serving as the Qual-

ity Improvement Organiza-

tion for the state, Mountain 

Pacific Quality Health hosted 

a first annual Infection Pre-

vention Conference this past 

week in Casper.   

     Under the direct leader-

ship of Ellen Williams with 

MPQH, the 2-day agenda 

was co-sponsored by the Wy-

oming Department of Health, 

UW Geriatric Education 

Center, APS Healthcare, and 

the Wyoming Hospital Asso-

ciation.   

     The event was attended by 

70 participants, very well 

represented from both the 

hospital and long-term care 

environment.   

     Dr. Howard Willson, as 

Medical Director of MPQH, 

opened day-one with an en-

gaging introduction to the 

wide variety of topics slated 

to be covered.   

     The intent of the confer-

ence in providing current and 

highly practical infection 

prevention protocols were 

reviewed very clearly by Dr. 

Willson and he expressed 

great appreciation for the 

excellent attendance. 

     From her expertise as a 

special consultant in these 

areas, Gail Bennett, RN, de-

livered an overview of essen-

tial components of effective 

infection control programs.   

 

     Henrietta Smith, RN, as a 

lead Infection Preventionist 

with the CDC, presented a 

detailed review of the im-

portance of diligent infection 

surveillance.   

     She focused her perspec-

tive from an ongoing, sys-

tematic collection plan – with 

timely analysis and interpre-

tation in supporting improved 

patient outcomes in all ven-

ues of healthcare delivery.       

      

      

      

 

 

 

 

     The practical aspects of 

routine risk assessment in 

developing effective policies 

that work consistently were 

an integral element of her 

presentation as well. 

     Emily Thorp, Epidemiolo-

gist with WDH, and Colleen 

Murphy-Southwick from 

WyGEC, led a panel discus-

sion with the participants in 

review of the activity cur-

rently taking place within 

their respective departmental 

roles.   

     A growing number of 

initiatives, most notably the 

new National Health Safety 

Network reporting protocols, 

are provided statewide sup-

port via both of these organi-

zations. 
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Other Events: 

  
Western Regional 

Trustee  

Symposium 

Omaha, NE  

 

6/8-

6/10 

Wyoming Medical 

Society  Annual 

Meeting 

Laramie 

6/10-

6/12 

  

WHA Calendar: 

Board of Nursing 

Tour de Hospital 

Cheyenne 

5/20 

Wyoming Collab-

orative Care  

Network Meeting 

Casper 

5/23 

  

Mountain Pacific Quality Health Hosts Conference 

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 



     Together in partnership 

with the Niobrara Medical 

Foundation Board, the Nio-

brara Hospital works toward 

making the Niobrara Health 

and Life Center a patient 

friendly place where one can 

receive excellent medical 

care. 

     The latest addition is a 

Krug Jordan recliner, which 

will be used for infusion 

therapies. 

     The recliner has many 

features that has the staff 

excited about using it for 

treatments. 

     It is covered with a mate-

rial that meets the standards 

for infection control and is 

very durable. 

     An arm rest is attached 

for convenience during use 

for supporting the arm being 

used during treatment and to 

place equipment. 

     The recliner is located in 

a room equipped with a flat 

screen television and is pri-

vate and comfortable for the 

patient, while undergoing 

treatment, which can extend 

over several hours for any of 

a number of conditions. 

     The goal is to make the 

patient as comfortable as 

possible while staying close 

to home. 

     Donations to the Nio-

brara Medical Foundation 

help make the local medical 

facility a place that provides 

excellent care, and is well-

maintained. 

decades to come. 
     The honorees are recog-

nized for being inspiring 

standouts among the many 

young people whose talents 

and hard work are helping to 

build Wyoming. 

     Born in Torrington, Steve 

is  a 1995 graduate of the 

University of Wyoming. 
     Steve joined the Wyo-

ming Hospital Association 

in 2008 as Vice President. 
     Since that time, he has 

launched his own associa-

   Steve Bahmer, Wyoming 

Critical Access Hospital 

Network Coordinator, has 

been named to the Casper 

Star Tribune’s (CST) 2011 

class of 20 Under 40. 
     This is the seventh year 

the CST has honored Wy-

omingites under age 40. 
     Each has a unique story, 

they have at least two 

things in common:  a rec-

ord of achievement and the 

demonstrated potential to 

help  lead Wyoming in the 

tion management and public 

affairs consulting firm, the 

Bahmer Consulting Group. 

     We are proud of Steve for 

this well-deserved recogni-

tion and are pleased that he 

has chosen to stay committed 

to the Wyoming Critical Ac-

cess Hospital Network as the 

Network Coordinator. 
     The full article can be seen 

at http://trib.com/

business/20underforty. 

 

NHLC Receives new Infusion Chair Donation 

CMS Reports on RAC Overpayments, Underpayments 

gions nationwide, which 

involve coding errors and 

inappropriate billing of bun-

dled services separately.    

     Additional information 

on the RAC program’s im-

pact on hospitals can be 

found in the AHA’s Febru-

ary RACTrac report.  

     AHA developed the free 

RACTrac web-based survey 

tool to measure the RAC 

program’s impact on hospi-

tals, educate the field on 

RAC vulnerabilities and 

help advocate for needed 

changes to the program.  

     The most recent 

RACTrac report reveals that 

about one in four of the 

claims denials reported to 

AHA were appealed, of 

which 85% were overturned 

on appeal.  

     The report also contains 

information on the adminis-

trative burden associated 

with the RAC program.  

   Medicare’s recovery audit 

contractors have collected 

$313.2 million in alleged 

overpayments from health 

care providers since October 

2009, and paid them $52.6 

million in underpayments, 

according to a new re-

port from the Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Ser-

vices.  

     The report identifies the 

top overpayment issues in 

each of the four RAC re-
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Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 
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Steve Bahmer 


