
CEOs in both regions discussed 
measures they are considering 
to minimize the impact of the 
economy while continuing to 
deliver excellent patient care. 
     Similarly, CEOs spent con-
siderable time discussing the 
funding that is expected from 
the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), 
specifically for investments in 
electronic medical records.  
Despite the WHA’s efforts and 
bulletins from the AHA, few 
details are available about 
ARRA funding and how it will 
ultimately flow to hospitals. 
     It appears clear, however, 
that most information technol-
ogy funding for hospitals will 
come in the form of Medicare 
reimbursement incentives.  Fur-
ther, the rules for accessing 
ARRA funds are not expected 
from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
until mid-May. 

     Discussion of the econ-
omy and the federal stimulus 
package dominated discus-
sions last week when eight 
Wyoming hospital CEOs 
gathered for two Wyoming 
Hospital Association Re-
gional Meetings. 
     The regional meetings are 

a key ele-
ment of the 
WHA’s 
plan to en-
hance com-
munication 
among 
members. 
With last 
week’s ses-
sions, all 
five WHA 
regions 
have met 

since December to discuss 
key issues, common chal-
lenges, and potential solu-
tions. 
     WHA Region 4, com-

posed of hospitals in Rock 
Springs, Evanston, Kem-
merer, Afton, and Jackson, 
met on Tuesday at South 
Lincoln Medical Center in 
Kemmerer.  Region 5, com-
posed of hospitals in Raw-
lins, Laramie, Cheyenne, 
Wheatland, and Torrington, 
met at Cheyenne Regional 
Medical Center on Wednes-
day. 
     WHA President Dan 
Perdue provided updates at 
each meeting on a number of 
topics, including legislative 
issues, the AHA’s federal 
agenda, the future of a pro-
posed Patient Safety Organi-
zation, and the WHA’s up-
coming trustee education 
program with James Orlikoff. 
     Economic concerns occu-
pied much of the discussion, 
however, as the economic 
downturn has reached Wyo-
ming, and hospitals are be-
ginning to feel its pressure.  
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Other Events: 

AHA Annual  
Meeting  
Washington DC 

4/26 

HFMA Spring  
Meeting 
Casper 

4/30 

Joint Labor, 
Health, and Social 
Services Interim 
Committee  
Casper 

5/7 

WHA Calendar: 

WHA Board 
Meeting 

5/7 

WHA Trustee 
Educational  
Meeting  
Lander 

5/8 

  

  

  

Economy Dominates Discussion at WHA Regional Meetings 
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Hospital Representatives to Meet Congressional Delegation 

     Hospital leaders from 
Wyoming will take the 
state’s healthcare concerns 
to Capitol Hill on Wednes-
day as part of the American 
Hospital Association’s 
annual meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C. 
     In addition to attending 
targeted briefings and edu-

cational sessions provided by 
the AHA, WHA Chairman 
Steve Perry and Powell Val-
ley Healthcare CEO Rod Bar-
ton, as well as WHA Presi-
dent Dan Perdue and Vice 
President Steve Bahmer, will 
discuss healthcare with Wyo-
ming’s Congressional delega-
tion. 
     The Hill Visits portion of 

the AHA convention offers 
an opportunity to spend one-
on-one time with Sens. Mike 
Enzi and John Barrasso and 
Rep. Cynthia Lummis.  Al-
though the meetings are brief, 
Wyoming’s hospital repre-
sentatives plan to discuss the 
impact of the economic crisis, 
Card Check, and healthcare 
reform. 



     Eleven months ago, West 
Park Hospital (WPH) broke 
ground for the new Cathcart 
Health Center.  Last week, 
the community celebrated its 
completion. 
    The $16 million medical 
office building includes of-
fices for the Urgent Care 
Clinic, Behavioral Health, 
vision and eye care, primary 
care, general surgery, physi-
cal rehabilitation services, a 
podiatry clinic, pharmacy, 

neurospine treatment, ortho-
pedics and a coffee bar. 
     Festivities kicked off 
with speeches and a ribbon 
cutting. 
     WPH board chairman 
Carol Lea Roberts, Chief of 
Medical Staff Dr. Kyle Til-
den and David Cathcart of-
fered brief remarks followed 
by CEO Doug McMillan, 
who intro-
duced Senator 
Mike Enzi. 

      Senator Enzi praised 
Cody’s “get it done” spirit, 
outlining what he’s trying to 
get done in Washington, 
DC.  “We spend much of 
out time trying to teach the 
East about the West,” Enzi 
added.   
     More than 1,000 people 
attended the opening. 

cer, a position he was ap-
pointed to in 2006. Prior to 
that, Dr. Lucas was the 
president and CEO of St. 
Vincent Hospital, an inde-
pendent, regional 248-bed 
not-for-profit medical center 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
     “Since arriving at Chey-
enne Regional Medical Cen-
ter, Dr. Lucas has focused 
on quality care, making it a 
priority,” said  Board Presi-
dent, Bill Bagley.      
     “Since becoming interim 
CEO, Dr. Lucas has worked 
with the physicians, staff 

      The Board of Trustees of 
Cheyenne Regional Medical 
Center has appointed John 
L. Lucas, M.D., as the hos-
pital’s permanent chief ex-
ecutive officer (CEO) effec-
tive April 17, 2009.  
     Dr. Lucas was appointed 
interim CEO on October 7, 
2008. He brings with him 
more than 30 years of medi-
cal, executive and adminis-
trative experience in hospital 
and healthcare settings. 
     Previously, Dr. Lucas 
served as Cheyenne Re-
gional’s chief medical offi-

and leadership in the hospital 
to establish a sense of col-
laboration and partnership. 
He has a strong commitment 
to our hospital, community 
and the surrounding region.”  
     “In addition to quality 
initiatives, Dr. Lucas has also 
focused on physician recruit-
ment and developing partner-
ships between the hospital 
and local medical practices, 
to ensure the community and 
region continue to have the 
medical service they need,” 
said Bagley. 
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Dr. John Lucas 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 

For more information on either of these two WHA sponsored events, 
please call 307-632-9344 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

RAC Education Session 
 

Telephone Conference Call 
 

May 18, 2009 
9:00 a.m.— 12:00 p.m. 

REGISTER NOW 
 

Trustee/CEO Education 
 

“Effective Governance in 
Challenging Time” 

 
May 8, 2009 


