
     The ad appeared last week in 
CQ Today, Congress Daily, 
Politico, and Roll Call. 
     Readers of those publica-
tions were directed to 
www.aha.org/HIT for more 
information and to see copies of 
the House and Senate letters to 
CMS. 

     The AHA continued its 
efforts last week to modify 
proposed meaningful use 
requirements for health infor-
mation 
tech-
nology 
adop-
tion. 
     Its 
most recent approach in-
cluded an advertisement that 
ran in Washington, D.C.-area 
publications and urged the 
Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services to adopt 
an “incremental and realistic” 
policy for meaningful use of 
electronic health records. 
     The ad notes that more 
than 275 U.S. Senators and 
Representatives have ques-
tioned the agency’s proposed 
rule on EHR adoption in re-

cent letters. 
     It goes on to state, 
“Congress and the AHA urge 
CMS to adopt an incremental 
and realistic policy, one that 
recognizes flexible criteria 
for the Medicare and Medi-
caid EHR incentive pro-
grams.” 
     The ad further notes that 

the proposed rules contain 
strict requirements that con-
strain hospitals as they work 
to implement new EHR sys-
tems, imposing one-size-fits-
all policies that ignore up-
front cost, time, and logisti-
cal challenges. 
     Finally, the ad supports 
the promotion of EHR adop-
tion in all hospitals, but it 
also asks CMS to recognize 
the positive steps hospitals 
are already taking. 
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WHA Calendar: 

WCAHN Quality 
Training 
Thermopolis 

4/20-
4/21 

WCAHN Quality 
Training 
Douglas 

4/22-
4/23 

WHA Trustee 
Education  
Casper 

5/10 

WHA Board 
Meeting 
Casper 

5/10 
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Other Events 

AHA Annual 
Meeting 
Washington, DC 

4/25-
4/28 

NRHA Meeting 
 

5/18-
5/21 

Western Regional 
Trustee  
Symposium 
Denver, CO 

6/9-
6/11 

     Significant federal fund-
ing is available to the states 
to speed up adoption of 
health information technol-
ogy (HIT).  
     To access the money, 
however, the state must de-
velop a formal Health Infor-
mation Exchange (HIE) stra-
tegic plan, a Medicaid HIT 
strategic plan, and an overall 
HIT strategic plan for the 
state. 

     CSI Solutions, LLC, has 
been retained by the state of 
Wyoming to help develop 
these plans, and they are 
seeking input from all Wyo-
ming hospitals in the proc-
ess. 
     In the coming month, 
CSI expects to contact every 
hospital to set up a call or a 
site visit to discuss each 
facility’s current HIT status, 
future plans, and key chal-

lenges and concerns. 
     Hospital input is critical 
to the planning process, so 
please consider taking the 
opportunity to meet with or 
talk to consultants from CSI 
to make your voice and con-
cerns heard as the state 
moves forward with its HIT/
HIE plans.  Please contact 
the WHA with any questions 
about the environmental 
scan or the planning process. 

Hospital Input Sought in HIT Environmental Scan 

AHA Urges CMS to Reconsider Proposed Meaningful Use Rules 



     Expanding patient ser-
vices in a small, remote hos-
pital often means working 
with visiting specialists.  
They travel to town for spe-
cific periods each month and 
see patients only when 
they’re in town. 
     Unless the hospital, like 
North Big Horn Hospital 
(NBHH) in Lovell, takes 
advantage of telemedicine 
technologies. 
     Using videoconferencing 
and specialized telemedicine 
tools, NBHH allows patients 
to see specialists much more 
frequently, and neither pa-
tients nor physicians travel 
more than a few miles for 
the visit. 

     NBHH’s Telemed equip-
ment was initially used pri-
marily for pediatric video 
visits to the Shriners Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Salt Lake 
City.  Since then, the system 
has been upgraded signifi-
cantly, and those upgrades 
have led to expansion. 
     Now, specially trained 
nurses at NBHH use Tele-
med and electronic medical 
records to forward any infor-
mation a specialist needs to 
complete a visit.  Using a 
stethoscope that transmits 
audio through Telemed, a 
doctor at the Billings Clinic 
can hear a patient’s 
heart and lungs as 
well as if they were 

in the same room. 
     “Some (patients) are 
hesitant at first, maybe 
thinking the quality won’t be 
as good,” NBHH’s Trish 
Mangus told the Lovell 
Chronicle.  “But I think they 
like it after experiencing it.” 
     NBHH used the system 
44 times in three months, 
saving money and making 
specialist visits more con-
venient for patients who 
might otherwise have to 
make the 90-minute drive on 
icy roads to the Billings 
Clinic. 

NBHH Uses Telemedicine to Provide Specialty Care 
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     The Wyoming Critical 
Access Hospital Network 
(WCAHN) has scheduled 
three workshops to offer 
basic coding training and 
improve performance at 
Wyoming’s smallest hospi-
tals. 
     Dr. Irene Mueller, Ed.D., 
will conduct each of the 
three workshops, which will 
be delivered via the Wyo-
ming telehealth network.      

     The sessions are funded 
through the Medicare Flex 
grant. 
     The dates and topics of 
each session will be: 
• May 13 – Basic ICD-9-

CM Coding: Part I Con-
ventions and Process     
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

• June 3 – Basic ICD-9-
CM Coding: Part II 
Outpatient Guidelines 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

• June 17 – Basic CPT 
Coding 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

      
     Critical access hospitals 
that would like to have staff 
participate in the coding 
workshops should email the 
names of their participants to 
WCAHN Coordinator Steve 
Bahmer at 
steve@wyohospitals.com. 

     The clock is ticking, but 
there is still time to register 
for the Practices of Highly 
Effective Hospital Boards, a 
trustee education program 
sponsored by the Wyoming 
Hospital Association. 
     Hospital boards that 
function well – efficiently 
and with a clear sense of 
purpose – do not do so by 
accident.  There are, in fact, 

best practices and ap-
proaches that are critical to 
ensuring that your board 
functions effectively. 
     The session, which fea-
tures noted consultant Pam 
Knecht, is set for May 10 at 
the Parkway Plaza in Cas-
per.  Registrations are due to 
the WHA by April 30, and 
there is no cost to WHA 
members to attend the pro-

gram. 
     In this day-long session, 
you’ll learn: 
• The core responsibili-
ties of a hospital board and 
its evolving role 
• The keys to developing 
strong relationships and cul-
ture 
• How to develop truly 
effective committees and 
policies, and much more 

Still Time to Register for May 10 Trustee Education Program 

WCAHN Schedules Three-Part Coding Workshop Series 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 

Pam Knecht 


