
on employer-provided health 

insurance benefits, and adjust-

ing the retirement age. 

     The 80-member Congres-

sional Progressive Caucus also 

released its own version of the 

budget to counter the Ryan pro-

posal.  That plan would close 

the budget deficit by raising tax 

rates on the highest earners and 

large corporations, while curb-

ing military spending and at-

tempting to control healthcare 

costs partly through a public 

option. 

     According to the Caucus, 

it would protect the poor 

and promote needed invest-

ments in education, 

healthcare, roads, power, 

energy, and the environment. 

     “We believe it’s essential to 

offer a clear contrast to the 

monumentally reckless Repub-

lican proposal, which would 

lead us down a road to ruin,” 

according to a release from the 

Caucus. 

     The U.S. House was sched-

uled to vote on Rep. Ryan’s 

proposal on Friday.  The meas-

ure appeared late last week to 

have the votes to pass the 

House, but, as Sen. Schumer 

suggested, was very unlikely to 

pass the Senate. 

     Regardless, wrangling over 

the budget and deficits will 

continue as lawmakers work to 

continue funding the federal 

government in an environment 

characterized by an appetite for 

deep spending cuts. 

    President Obama offered a 

counterpoint last week to a 

Republican budget proposal 

that would make deep cuts in 

federal spending, particularly 

in Medicaid. 

     The President’s plan, pre-

sented on Wednesday, would 

cut $4 trillion in cumulative 

deficits within 12 years 

through a combination of 

spending cuts and tax in-

creases.  His plan would pro-

tect entitlements such as So-

cial Security, Medicare, and 

Medicaid. 

     President Obama’s 

presentation came a day after 

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-

NY, said the Republican pro-

posal offered by Rep. Paul 

Ryan, R-Wis., had no chance 

of passing the Senate.  

     Rep. Ryan’s budget, un-

veiled on April 7, intends to 

cut more than $6 trillion in 

government spending over 

the next 10 years, more than 

a third of which would come 

from Medicaid and the repeal 

of the coverage provisions 

included in the federal health 

reform law. 

     Essentially, the proposal 

would convert Medicare into 

largely a private insurance 

system and transform Medi-

caid into a state-run block 

grant system. 

     The American Hospital 

Association issued an advo-

cacy alert last week urging 

hospitals to ask their repre-

sentatives to vote no on Rep. 

Ryan’s budget resolution. 

     “We are extremely con-

cerned about further reduc-

tions to Medicaid, especially 

as many states continue to 

make significant cuts to the 

program as they struggle to 

balance their budgets,” the 

AHA said in its advocacy 

alert.  “This proposal could 

severely impact access to 

care for our most vulnerable 

patients.” 

     Rep. 

Ryan’s pro-

posal would 

also roll 

back expan-

sions of 

health coverage to millions 

of people, but it would retain 

the $155 billion in reductions 

to hospitals contained in the 

health reform law.  Hospitals 

currently provide nearly $40 

billion in uncompensated 

care each year, and that num-

ber will grow if coverage is 

not expanded to those who 

cannot afford care, according 

to the AHA. 

     “We know tough choices 

have to be made, but Ameri-

ca’s most vulnerable should 

not have to shoulder the bur-

den.” 

     The AHA supports alter-

natives, such as creating a 

better alternative to the cur-

rent liability system, junk 

food taxes, increased benefi-

ciary cost-sharing, a tax cap 
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  It’s true that you don’t get 

a second chance to make a 

first impression.  And for 

most children, their first 

impression of the doctor’s 

office comes when they are 

sick. 

 For the past three years, 

Big Horn Clinic and Hot 

Springs County Memorial 

Hospital (HSCMH) have 

been working to change that.      

     In fact, through their 

Teddy Bear Clinic, they 

hope to provide children 

with the positive experience 

of visiting the doctor’s of-

fice when they are well. 

 Through the program, 

each child tours the hospital 

for 30 to 40 minutes.  The 

children receive a patient 

wristband, a surgical hat, 

and a facial mask to start.     

     While visiting with the 

doctor, they describe that 

their Teddy bears are ill, and 

go through the steps of mak-

ing them better. 

 The children have the 

opportunity to handle medi-

cal instruments, which or-

ganizers say helps them un-

derstand that medical instru-

ments aren’t painful or 

scary. 

 The tours include EMT 

wagons and fire trucks, and 

members of the sheriff’s 

office explain what the chil-

dren should do if they have 

to call 911.   

     Organizers say the pro-

gram not only teaches chil-

dren not to be afraid of doc-

tors, but it can also inspire 

them to become nurses, doc-

tors, firefighters, or EMTs. 

services fields of aging, 

mental health and substance 

abuse, and disabilities, in-

cluding developmental disa-

bilities. 
     Nursing home adminis-

trators can earn CEUs by 

attending the conference, 

which will also serve as the 

Quality Health Care Foun-

dation of Wyoming’s spring 

educational conference. 
     The keynote/banquet 

speaker will be Dr. Walter 

Bortz.  Bortz is one of 

America’s most distin-

     With a theme of 

“Powering Toward the 

Future,” the 2011 Wyo-

ming United for Aging and 

Disabilities conference will 

be held May 3-5 in Chey-

enne. 
     The conference, hosted 

by the Wyoming Depart-

ment of Health’s Aging 

Division, will be held at 

the Little America Hotel 

and Resort.   

     Conference sessions 

will cover a variety of top-

ics related to the human 

guished scientific experts on 

aging and is a clinical associ-

ate professor of medicine at 

Stanford University. 

     The conference registra-

tion fee is $150 before April 

24, and $175 after April 25.   

     Online registration is 

available at http://guest. 

event.com/d/ldqb91/1Q.  
     For more information 

about attending the confer-

ence please call the Aging 

Division at 1-800-442-2766 

or send an email to wyag-

ing@health.wyo.gov. 

Teddy Bear Clinic Makes Good First Impression 

CMS Adds Rates of HACs to Hospital Compare 

providing better access to 

hospital data. 

 Reporting HAC 

measures is part of CMS’ 

effort to incorporate patient 

safety measures into the 

Hospital Inpatient Quality 

Reporting Program, which 

rewards hospitals for report-

ing quality data to CMS.  By 

making HAC data transpar-

ent, CMS sheds light on 

those preventable events 

where patients are harmed 

while seeking care. 

 The following HACs will 

be reported at www. hospi-

talcompare.hhs.gov: foreign 

object retained after surgery; 

air embolism; blood incom-

patibility; pressure ulcer 

stages III and IV; falls and 

trauma; vascular catheter-

associated infection; catheter

-associated urinary tract 

infection; manifestations of 

poor glycemic control. 

    This month, the Centers 

for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services began publicly re-

porting hospital-acquired 

conditions (HACs) on the 

Hospital Compare web site. 

 The site now includes a 

link to HAC rates for inpa-

tient hospital stays.  Accord-

ing to CMS, this information 

is being shared with con-

sumers and providers to 

improve the quality and 

transparency of care by 
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