
stage during interim meetings 

of the Joint Labor, Health and 

Social Services Committee, the 

committee that handles most 

legislative issues relating to 

healthcare. 

     The committee’s list of sug-

gested interim topics was ap-

proved last week by the Man-

agement Council of the Legisla-

ture.  The first item on that list 

deals with the state’s response 

to federal initiatives. 

     Included in those discus-

sions will be a detailed study of 

Medicaid entitlements and pro-

grams, in order to help the com-

mittee more clearly under-

stand the program, mandat-

ed changes, and Medicaid 

options and alternatives. 

     The committee also 

plans to investigate cost 

containment efforts across 

healthcare programs, including 

Medicaid oversight, fraud pre-

vention and eligibility process-

es, public health nursing fund-

ing, elder care issues, and tech-

nology implementation in tele-

health and electronic medical 

records. 

     Finally, the LHSS commit-

tee will follow up on assign-

ments from legislation that 

passed during the session, in-

cluding options for the Medi-

caid program and studies of the 

reorganization of the depart-

ment of health. 

     A study released last week 

by two Congressional com-

mittees suggests that Medi-

caid expansion under the 

federal healthcare reform law 

will cost Wyoming an esti-

mated $50 million over the 

next 11 years. 

     Wyoming doesn’t have 

$50 million to spare, said 

U.S. Sen. Mike Enzi.  The 

study is yet another reason 

why the healthcare law is 

unworkable, he said. 

     The study, Medicaid Ex-

pansion in the New Health 

Law: Costs to the States, 

predicts the law will cost 

taxpayers at least $118 bil-

lion in the next 11 years.      

     This figure doubles the 

Congressional Budget Of-

fice’s recent estimate of the 

taxpayer burden to states due 

to the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act. 

     Wyoming’s share is esti-

mated at $50 million between 

2014 and 2019. 

     “States, unlike the federal 

government, can’t print mon-

ey,” Enzi said.  “Wyoming 

takes balancing its budget 

very seriously, and this 

would drop a grenade on the 

carefully put together plans 

of Wyoming’s governor and 

the state legislature. 

     “This is yet another unin-

tended consequence of the 

health care law, and another 

reason Congress needs to 

pass a health care bill that 

will actually help bring 

healthcare costs down for 

states and patients,” he said. 

     The study was put togeth-

er by Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-

Utah, the ranking member of 

the Senate Finance Commit-

tee, and Sen. Fred Upton, R-

Mich., Chairman of the 

House Energy and Com-

merce Committee. 

     The study provides a com-

prehensive overview of state 

government estimates for the 

PPACA and the impact on 

Medicaid programs in the 

states. 

     Its release comes on the 

heels of a Wyoming legisla-

tive session that was domi-

nated by discussions of the 

impact of federal healthcare 

reform on the states.   A 

number of measures were 

introduced during the session 

to push back on the federal 

government with respect to 

healthcare. 

     One such measure will 

give Wyoming voters the 

opportunity to amend the 

state constitution to ensure 

that they can make their own 

healthcare choices. 

     Additionally, discussions 

about Wyoming’s Medicaid 

program will take center 
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Other Events: 

  
AHA Annual 

Meeting 

Washington, DC 

4/9 - 

4/13 

Medicare RAC 

Summit 

Washington, DC 

3/9-

3/11 

  

WHA Calendar: 

Wyoming Critical 

Access Hospital 

Network  

Cheyenne 

3/17 

WHA Board 

Meeting 

 

3/18 

HFMA Meeting 

Casper 

3/23-

3/25 

Study Outlines Additional Burden from Medicaid Expansion 
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     Current and former pa-

tients of Campbell County 

Memorial Hospital’s Cardi-

ac Rehabilitation program 

participated last month in 

the 3rd Annual Cardiac Re-

hab Reunion. 

     The event was held on 

Feb. 28 at the Gillette Col-

lege Technical Education 

Center. 

     “The reunion is a way to 

connect with our former 

patients and see how they’re 

doing,” said Cardiac Rehab 

nurse Donna Reece. “It also 

gives current patients a 

chance to meet others who 

have completed the pro-

gram.” 

     The Cardiac Rehab Re-

union was a free event and 

included a meal and Western

-style entertainment.  

     The CCMH Cardi-

ac Rehabilitation program 

helps patients gain a healthi-

er lifestyle by strengthening 

their hearts and reducing 

their risk for future prob-

lems. 

     The program combines 

exercise with information on 

how to modify coronary risk 

factors after a heart attack, 

stent, coronary artery by-

pass, valve replacement, 

stable angina or heart-lung 

or lung transplant. 

     Class sizes in the pro-

gram are small with individ-

ualized direction in exercise 

and patient education. The 

staff of registered nurses 

works closely with the pa-

tient, their cardiologist, pri-

mary physician, dietitian, 

diabetes educator, social 

worker and other healthcare 

providers.  

     Rochelle Spinarski, a 

consultant from Rural 

Health Solutions, will be in 

Cheyenne to facilitate the 

planning session. 
     All WCAHN member 

CEOs are invited to attend 

and participate in the plan-

ning. 
     Following the WCAHN 

meeting, there will be a 

meeting of the proposed 

     The Wyoming Critical 

Access Hospital Network 

(WCAHN) will meet in 

Cheyenne on March 17 to 

begin planning for its re-

quest for continuing fund-

ing from the federal Flex 

program. 
     The meeting will be 

held from 8:30 a.m. to 1 

p.m. in the Sinclair Room 

at Little America.   

Collaborative Care Network, 

facilitated by Vickie Dia-

mond, CEO of Wyoming 

Medical Center, and Dr. John 

Lucas, CEO of Cheyenne 

Regional Medical Center. 
     That meeting will be held 

from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 

also in the Sinclair Room. 
     Please contact the WHA 

for more information. 

CCMH Hosts Reunion for Cardiac Rehabilitation Patients 

IOM Committee Releases Data on Geographic Variation 

     The datasets include 

health care utilization 

measures, as well as total, 

standardized and risk-

adjusted spending for certain 

major kinds of Medicare 

services at the state and 

Hospital Referral Region 

levels. 

     They also include data on 

30-day inpatient readmis-

sions and emergency depart-

ment visits; and certain qual-

ity measures from the Hos-

pital Compare database and 

Agency for Healthcare Re-

search and Quality’s Preven-

tion Quality Indicators and 

Patient Safety Indicators. 

     The committee encour-

ages the public to incorpo-

rate the data into related 

research and submit com-

ments by June 2012.  

     The AHA is examining 

the datasets and expects to 

use the data in its research. 

    

      An Institute of Medicine 

committee studying geo-

graphic variation in health 

care spending and use has 

released four datasets the 

committee will use as it de-

velops Medicare payment 

recommendations to pro-

mote high-value health care. 

     The Centers for Medicare 

& Medicaid Services created 

the datasets at the commit-

tee’s request.  
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