
According to the report, aver-
age total margins fell from posi-
tive 4.6% in the fourth quarter 
of 2007 to negative 7.8% in the 
fourth quarter of 2008. 
    “The effects of the eco-

nomic downturn, the subse-
quent rise in unemployment and 
the loss of job-based health 
insurance have impacted hospi-
tals like never before,” accord-
ing to the report.  “Patients 
count on their local hospital in 
times of need, and hospitals’ 
ability to care for the communi-
ties is compromised as turmoil 
in the economy and capital mar-
kets continues.” 
    DATABANK is a licensed 

product of the Colorado Hospi-
tal Association.  Eight Wyo-
ming hospitals are actively par-
ticipating in the DATABANK 
program. 

     Turmoil in the economy 
and capital markets continues 
to threaten hospitals’ ability 
to care for their communities, 
even as more patients are 
unable to pay for the care 
they need. 
    A report released by the 

AHA and the Colorado Hos-
pital Association highlights 
how the current economic 
environment is affecting care 
for people across the country. 
   The report is based on 

data from 658 hospitals re-
porting to DATABANK, a 
web-based reporting system 
used in 28 states – including 
Wyoming – to track key hos-
pital trends.  The study com-
pared data from the fourth 
quarter of 2008 to the fourth 
quarter of 2007. 
    As the economy worsens, 

fewer patients are seeking 
inpatient, surgical and emer-
gency hospital care, accord-
ing to the report.  Increasing 
numbers of patients cannot 
pay for care. 
    The reduction in patient 

visits overall may signal that 
people are putting off care as 
family budgets tighten, or as 
healthcare coverage becomes 
less generous or is lost alto-
gether, according to the re-
port. 
    Simultaneously, the re-

port showed a 6.6 percent 
increase in the cost of care 
for which no payment was 

received, a finding which 
demonstrates hospitals’ role 
as the safety net in their com-
munities. 
    Like many Americans 

who are feeling the pain of 
the economic downturn in 
their investment portfolios, 
hospitals have generated less 
income from investments.  
That has resulted in less 
funding to help subsidize 
losses from patient care, par-
ticularly from Medicare and 
Medicaid, which cover more 
than half of patients serviced 
but pay substantially less 
than the cost of providing 
care. 
   Perhaps most troubling, 

the report showed that more 
than half of the hospitals that 
provided data were in the red 
in the fourth quarter of 2008.  
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Other Events: 

AHA Annual  
Meeting  
Washington DC 

4/26 

HFMA Spring  
Meeting 
Casper 

4/30 

  

WHA Calendar: 

Region 5 Meeting 
Worland 

3/17 

Region 1 Meeting 
Sundance 

3/18 

WHA Board 
Meeting  
Casper 

3/27 

WCAHN—
Maximizing Reve-
nue/Reimburse 
ment Opportunity 
Casper 

4/15 

WHA Trustee 
Educational  
Meeting  
Lander 

5/8 

Impact of Economic Turmoil Detailed in AHA Report 
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     Finding information on 
safety and compliance in 
healthcare facilities just got 
a little bit easier. 
     With its new web site, 
the Wyoming Society of 
Healthcare Engineering 
(WSHE) now provides 
online access to the latest 
information about codes and 
regulations that govern 
healthcare facilities in Wyo-
ming. 
     The site is also a conven-
ient location for information 
about the WSHE itself, such 

as membership applications, 
bylaws, and the board of 
directors. 
     An affiliate member of 
the Wyoming Hospital As-
sociation, the WSHE pro-
vides educational opportuni-
ties to promote safety and 
compliance for healthcare 
facilities.  Ultimately, the 
group aims to provide safe 
working environments 
through improved communi-
cation and knowledge. 
     In addition to member-
ship information, the new 

web site also provides infor-
mation about the WSHE 
Spring Meeting, as well as 
online vendor registration 
forms. 
     The site also includes 
direct links to other re-
sources, such as the Ameri-
can Society of Healthcare 
Engineers (ASHE) site, the 
Wyoming Hospital Associa-
tion web site, and the state 
Department of Health’s web 
site. 
     The WSHE website can 
be found at www.wshe.us 
 

ing, auditing, and financial 
services, will present 
“Maximizing Cost-Based 
Reimbursement” during the 
WCAHN quarterly meeting 
on April 15 in Casper. 
     Bell discussed reimburse-
ment strategies with a stand-
ing-room-only audience at 
the National Critical Access 
Hospital Conference last 
Fall, and he as presented and 
consulted on this topic and 
many others for hospitals 

     Critical access hospitals 
can employ a number of 
strategies to take full advan-
tage of cost-based reim-
bursement, and an expert in 
the field will discuss some 
of those strategies with the 
Wyoming Critical Access 
Hospital Network 
(WCAHN) in April. 
     Mike Bell, managing 
shareholder of Michael R. 
Bell & Company and an 
expert in healthcare account-

and organizations nationwide. 
     Some of the issues Bell 
will discuss include the im-
portance of data in designing 
strategies, requirements for 
CAH success, method II bill-
ing, relocation and provider-
based restrictions, and maxi-
mizing cash flow. 
     All WCAHN member 
CEOs are invited to attend 
this free session.  For more 
information, call (307) 632-
9344. 

Society of Healthcare Engineers Launches New Web Site 

Healthcare Providers to Celebrate Volunteer Week 

     This year, hospitals and 
other healthcare providers 
will celebrate their volun-
teers from April 19 through 
April 25 with events based 
on the theme, “Volunteers: 
The Heart and Soul of 

Healthcare.” 
     The Points of Light 
Foundation & Volunteer 
Center National Network is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
organization dedicated to 
engaging more people and 

resources in 
volunteering to 
help solve seri-
ous social prob-
lems. 

     The healthcare system 
relies on volunteers in innu-
merable ways, and next 
month, The Points of Light 
Foundation offers a formal 
opportunity to recognize 
those who provide so much 
while asking so little in re-
turn. 
     National Volunteer Week 
was established by President 
Richard Nixon in 1974.         
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Reimbursement Expert to Present at WCAHN Meeting  
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SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT  

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 
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