
federal healthcare reform mood 

in the Legislature. 

     The primary opposition to 

the bill focused on the dollars it 

would set aside, with some leg-

islators arguing that the origi-

nally proposed $2 million 

amounted to very little in the 

context of what could be a 

drawn out legal battle with the 

federal government. 

     The appropriation was cut 

during the process, and the bill 

ultimately failed in the Senate, 

with legislators arguing that 

Wyoming’s attorney general 

already has standing to protect 

Wyoming citizens from the 

encroachment of the federal 

government. 

     Other legislators argued that 

state-based resistance will ulti-

mately mean little, particularly 

given that federal law trumps 

state law – and given that the 

constitutionality of the PPACA 

will eventually be decided by 

the U.S. Supreme Court. 

     Some lawmakers continued 

to be concerned about the time 

that will pass before the Su-

preme Court finally issues a 

ruling, even as elements of the 

federal reform law are becom-

ing effective.   

     Typically, the District Court 

rulings would have to go to an 

Appeals Court before the Su-

preme Court would hear the 

case. 

     A federal judge in Wash-

ington, D.C., ruled last week 

that the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act 

(PPACA) constitutional in a 

case challenging the law’s 

individual mandate. 

     Last week’s ruling repre-

sents the fifth time a trial 

court has ruled on the consti-

tutionality of the mandate.  It 

is the third time a court has 

found that provision of the 

law to be constitutional. 

     And while the debate con-

tinues at the federal level 

regarding PPACA, the argu-

ment continues in Wyoming 

as well.  Gov. Matt Mead has 

engaged Wyoming in a multi

-state lawsuit that challenges 

the law, and state legislators 

continued debating through 

last week what Wyoming’s 

role should be. 

     In Margaret Peggy Lee 

Mead, et al., v. Eric H. Hold-

er, Jr., et al., U.S. District 

Judge Gladys Kessler of the 

U.S. District Court for the 

District of Columbia granted 

the federal government’s 

motion to dismiss.  Judge 

Kessler held that Congress 

was acting within the bounds 

of its Commerce Clause 

power when enacting the 

individual mandate. 

     That mandate, a provision 

in the law which would re-

quire citizens to purchase 

health insurance, has been a 

lightening rod that has drawn 

criticism and legal challenges 

since the law passed. 

     “The Court finds that 

Congress had a rational basis 

for its conclusion that the 

aggregate of individual deci-

sions not to purchase health 

insurance substantially af-

fects the national health in-

surance market,” Judge Kess-

ler wrote. 

     Beyond the multi-state 

lawsuit that Wyoming has 

joined, lawmakers have con-

sidered a number of 

measures aimed at asserting 

the state’s right to resist fed-

eral intrusion in the form of 

the individual mandate, 

among other provisions. 

     One such measure origi-

nally intended to set aside $2 

million to fund legal chal-

lenges of the PPACA on be-

half of the state. 

     That bill, which was spon-

sored by the Joint Labor, 

Health, and Social Services 

Committee, encountered re-

sistance throughout the pro-

cess, despite a general anti-
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 In addition to being top 

employers and key contribu-

tors to local economies, hos-

pitals often are also the cen-

terpiece of their communi-

ties’ wellness efforts. 

     That is clearly the case in 

Evanston, where Evanston 

Regional Hospital (ERH) 

provides a number of pro-

grams aimed at building a 

stronger, healthier, more 

active community. 

     Among those programs 

are the Senior Circle and the 

Health Woman programs, 

both of which are geared 

toward increasing awareness 

of health issues, while edu-

cating people about healthy 

lifestyle choices. 

     Additionally, ERH, in 

conjunction with the Evans-

ton Recreation Center, spon-

sors a Safe Kids program, 

which teaches children 

about different aspects of 

safe and healthy living. 

     And the hospital also 

sponsors a more general 

health fair, which includes a 

low-cost, full-spectrum 

blood and health screening 

each fall. 

     ERH is continually im-

proving, offering a high-

quality hospital with great 

patient care and a high de-

gree of safety, said ERH 

marketing director Mark 

Hiatt. 

     “The community should 

be extremely proud of what 

we have here,” said CEO 

George Winn.  “It’s a great 

hospital for this size of 

town.” 

     With a strong base of 

community programs and a 

new MRI lab set to open in 

February, there is much for 

the residents of Evanston to 

be proud of. 

midwest of the United 

States. 
     The program will be part-

nered with Matthew Ander-

son, J.D., Vice President for 

Regulatory Affairs, Minne-

sota Hospital Association 

(MHA).   

     In his role with MHA, 

Matt will be providing focus 

upon economic impact of 

Wyoming hospitals – in 

addition to some detailed 

discussion regarding MHA’s 

Trustee Development Mod-

el.   
     These three presenters 

recently played a significant 

role in the agenda of MHA’s 

Winter Trustee Conference, 

and come highly regarded in 

their effectiveness in work-

ing with hospital trustees 

from larger regional medical 

centers and rural critical 

access hospitals alike. 

     A variety of topics are 

being considered, with a 

strong focus upon providing 

Hospital Trustees, CEOs, 

and all leadership personnel 

     WHA is pleased to an-

nounce that plans are cur-

rently being made and 

agenda preparations are 

taking place for the Annual 

Trustee Education pro-

gram.   
     As is typically hosted in 

the late spring, this year’s 

conference will be held at 

the Riverton Holiday Inn 

on Friday, May 6th. 
     Arrangements have 

been secured for Margaret 

J. Sumption and Michael 

L. Wyland to serve as pri-

mary presenters and lead 

the educational agenda.   

     Their firm is based in 

Sioux Falls, S.D. and pro-

vides strategic planning 

and consulting services to 

governmental agencies, 

non-profit organization and 

a variety of private busi-

nesses.   

     Their diverse clientele 

has included hospitals, 

health and human service 

agencies, and educational 

institutions primarily in the 

with valuable information 

designed to directly and im-

mediately benefit hospital 

operations and performance.    

     The challenging landscape 

of health care delivery lends 

itself to many considerations 

– including building market 

share, cost efficiency and 

quality measures.   
     We hope to also provide 

for a round-table discussion 

session to allow for open and 

candid dialog for those at-

tending from across the state. 
     Further information and 

detailed agenda for the May 

6th event will be distributed 

soon.   
     Please mark your calen-

dars now and plan to attend, 

as we look forward to an ex-

cellent program with timely 

and valuable information for 

all member hospitals and 

their respective Board Trus-

tees. 
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