
certainly veto any effort to re-

peal the law. 

     Two other strategies seem 

somewhat more likely, includ-

ing a near-constant grilling of 

Health and Human Services 

Secretary Kathleen Sebelius 

and CMS Administrator Dr. 

Don Berwick about the imple-

mentation and regulations asso-

ciated with the law. 

     Republicans may also work 

to de-fund elements of the law, 

though even that opportunity 

appears fairly limited.  Because 

appropriations originate in the 

House, Republicans can use 

that process to slow funding on 

discretionary spending, such as 

money that would go to HHS or 

the IRS to implement the law. 

     But much of the spending in 

the law is mandatory.  In order 

to affect mandatory spending, 

they would have to succeed in 

changing the law.   

     At the state level, Governor-

elect Matt Mead said through-

out his campaign that he sup-

ports the idea of Wyoming join-

ing with other states in a law-

suit to challenge the law. 

     Additionally, some state 

legislators have expressed inter-

est in setting aside money to 

challenge the implementation of 

the law.   

     For months, Republicans 

have suggested that if they 

regained control of Congress, 

the healthcare reform law 

would be in their crosshairs. 

     With their success last 

week in winning a majority 

in the U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives and significantly 

reducing the Democrat ma-

jority in the U.S. Senate, a 

somewhat more measured 

discussion has begun about 

what the federal election re-

sults will mean for 

healthcare. 

     For its part, the American 

Hospital Association has 

expressed its intention to 

continue working with both 

political parties so hospitals 

can continue to serve patients 

and communities. 

     “Hospitals are located in 

every congressional district, 

and they are major employers 

and a cornerstone of care in 

their communities,” AHA 

President and CEO Rich 

Umbdenstock said in a re-

lease. 

     President Obama has ex-

pressed a similar willingness 

to work with lawmakers from 

both parties on elements of 

the healthcare reform bill that 

may need refining.  Still, the 

President warned them 

against going too far. 

     “We’d be misreading the 

election if we thought that 

the American people want to 

see us for the next two years 

re-litigate arguments that we 

had over the last two years,” 

President Obama said. 

     In fact, polling appears to 

be about split from a big-

picture perspective.  About 

half of respondents to nation-

al polls consistently indicate 

that they approve of the bill, 

while about half consistently 

respond that they do not like 

it. 

     And the picture gets even 

muddier at a more detailed 

level.  Polls show that when 

asked about specific provi-

sions of the bill, respondents 

want to keep some provisions 

and get rid of others. 

     In that context, the Re-

publican priority to repeal the 

law may mean repealing 

parts of it, such as the indi-

vidual mandate. 

     A sweeping effort to re-

peal the law is likely to be 

practically impossible, since 

Democrats still hold a major-

ity in the Senate, and Presi-

dent Obama would almost 
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Meeting 
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11/9 
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Laramie 
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WHA Calendar: 
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11/11 

WHA Sponsored 

ACO Meeting 

Riverton 

11/12 
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   The staff of South Lincoln 

Medical Clinic sponsored a 

project to raise funds for 

breast cancer research and to 

promote local awareness. 

     The group promoted Na-

tional Breast Cancer Aware-

ness Month (NBCAM) in 

the effort to educate people 

about the importance of ear-

ly detection for breast can-

cer. 

     Since NBCAM began in 

1985, mammography rates 

have more than doubled for 

women age 50 and older and 

breast cancer deaths have 

declined. 

     The staff hoped to en-

courage women to obtain 

screening mammograms and 

clinical breast exams at reg-

ular intervals. 

     According to Dr. Melissa 

Foster, DNP, who practices 

at South Lincoln Medical 

Center, "if all women age 40 

and older took advantage of 

early detection methods, 

breast cancer rates would 

drop much further, down to 

30 percent." 

     The games developed by 

the staff were "Make a 

Guess for the Cure." For a 

small donation, players 

guessed how many pairs of 

shoes were owned by Dr. 

Foster or how many purses 

were owned by Gaby 

Reymundo, a medical assis-

tant at the clinic. 

     During the month of Oc-

tober, staff members wore T

-shirts with the logo "Hope/

Love/Cure," each Wednes-

day to further promote 

NBCAM. 

ed as Cohort Groups 1-4.     
     The ongoing education of 

many elements identified as 

“best practices” represents 

the core of this effort, and 

has been deemed to provide 

solid benefit in producing 

consistent cost reductions 

and most importantly – bet-

ter performance and patient 

satisfaction resulting from 

infection-free patient care. 
     With the initial series of 

conference calls about to 

close, we want to take this 

opportunity to have hospi-

tals be reminded that there is 

still ample time and open 

    As was announced earlier 

in the Fall, WHA has com-

mitted to assist Wyoming 

hospitals in participation in 

the nationwide AHRQ pro-

ject focused upon reducing 

the incidents of central line 

associated infections.   
     Wyoming is taking part 

in this effort alongside seven 

other States in comprising 

Cohort Group #5. 
     Hospitals have participat-

ed in a series of introductory 

conference calls illustrating 

positive experiences gained 

from hospitals across the 

country that have participat-

opportunity to declare intent 

to participate in this patient 

safety initiative.   

     Additional preparatory 

backgrounding will continue 

to take place, leading to actu-

al hospital data collection 

planned to begin after the 

first of the year.   
     WHA is pleased to have 

six hospitals currently com-

mitted to this effort and will 

look forward to their respec-

tive nursing staffs, practicing 

physicians, and their patients 

to genuinely experience real-

life benefits via the particular 

focus of this project. 

 

New WCAHN Web Site is Live 

     Also, check out the Edu-

cation & News section - if 

you click on Classroom, 

you'll see the presentations 

from two recent financial 

workshops, and also a link 

to the latest training oppor-

tunities from the National 

Rural Health Resource Cen-

ter. 

     The new technology that 

underlies the site makes it 

easy to update in real-time,    

     Please don't hesitate to let 

us know if there is addition-

al information that you 

would find useful on the 

site.  

    The new WCAHN web 

site is live at www.wcahn. 

org. 

     Some of the features 

you'll find on the new site 

include recent news and a 

list of upcoming events, 

including conference oppor-

tunities that can be funded 

through our Flex dollars. 
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