
ing health care services, pro-

cesses, and administration.     
     While participation in 

MBQIP is voluntary, it seeks to 

increase attention on quality 

health care to all CAH Medi-

care beneficiaries, both inpa-

tient and outpatient. 

     Participation simply means 

that CAHs will enter Hospital 

Compare data for the pneumo-

nia and heart failure measures 

starting on September 1, 2011, 

and outpatient measures and 

HCAHPS measures starting 

September 1, 2012. 
     Through the project, the data 

would be shared with HRSA, 

the Office of Rural Health Poli-

cy, and the state Office of Rural 

Health. 

     All of Wyoming’s CAHs 

already enter pneumonia and 

heart failure data, and nine 

CAHs currently enter the 

HCAHPS and outpatient 

measures, so no additional data 

entry would be necessary for 

these hospitals.  Those not cur-

rently entering the data would 

have a year to begin submitting 

it. 
     In the end, the data will pro-

vide an empirical basis for 

demonstrating the quality of 

care delivered in CAHs.   
     To participate, contact Shar-

la Allen at the Office of Rural 

Health, (307) 777-7293, or Ste-

ve Bahmer, (307) 287-4594. 

     As the deadline draws 

near for a Congressional Su-

per Committee to recom-

mend spending cuts of $1.5 

trillion over 10 years, the 

critical access hospital pro-

gram continues to be a focus 

of those potential cuts. 
     The Super Committee’s 

recommendations are due by 

Nov. 23, and they must re-

ceive Congressional approval 

by Dec. 23.  If those two 

deadlines are not met, auto-

matic across-the-board cuts 

will be triggered. 
     The Wyoming Hospital 

Association has traveled to 

Washington, DC, to meet 

with Wyoming’s Congres-

sional delegation and explain 

the importance of the critical 

access program to the state’s 

smallest hospitals. 
     But more may be needed, 

and data will be the key. 

     Republican members of 

the committee have proposed 

$300 to $400 billion in addi-

tional cuts to Medicare, with 

beneficiaries getting hit hard-

er than providers.   
     Democrat Committee 

members’ proposed cuts 

ranged from $400 to $500 

billion, including significant 

reductions from beneficiar-

ies. 
     Meanwhile, Republicans 

proposed cuts to Medicaid of 

some $185 billion, while the 

Democrats’ proposed $100 

billion.   
     Although these numbers 

were offered up only for dis-

cussion purposes, they repre-

sent a first look at the magni-

tude of what might be com-

ing, and they highlight the 

extreme vulnerability of hos-

pitals. 
     As a result, the pressure is 

mounting for CAHs to prove 

their effectiveness as rural 

healthcare providers. 
     Through the Medicare 

Beneficiary Quality Improve-

ment Program (MBQIP), 

HRSA has offered a solution.     
     The Wyoming Critical 

Access Hospital Network 

discussed the MBQIP during 

its planning session in Chey-

enne in March, and again 

during a Network meeting in 

September. 

     Several Network members 

have expressed an interest in 

participating in the program.  

HRSA is strongly encourag-

ing all CAHs across the 

country to participate in the 

project. 
     The project takes a proac-

tive and visionary approach 

to ensure CAHs are well-

equipped and prepared to 

deal with future quality legis-

lation, such as pay for perfor-

mance and meaningful use 

requirements. 

     The primary emphasis of 

this project is putting patients 

first by focusing on improv-
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Other Events: 

  
HFMA Meeting 

Cody, WY 

11/17-

11/18 

  

  

WHA Calendar: 

Hospital Advisory 

Group Meeting 

Cheyenne 

11/10 

WHA Board 

Meeting 

Cheyenne 

11/14 

  

Cost-Cutting Pressure Drives Need for MBQIP Participation 
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    Yellowstone Insurance 

Exchange recently recog-

nized West Park Hospital in 

Cody with the Jeff Martin 

Award for Excellence. 

     This is the second con-

secutive year that West Park 

has earned the award. 

     Criteria for the award for 

excellence include imple-

mentation of patient safety 

practices, education of the 

hospital board of trustees, 

staff and physicians, and 

performance on national 

quality-of-care standards. 

     West Park Hospital was 

one of 23 in the insurance 

exchange that earned the 

award for it's performance 

on specific national 

measures of healthcare qual-

ity and risk management. 

     Member hospitals 

throughout Montana, Wyo-

ming, Idaho, New Mex-

ico, and Utah were eli-

gible to apply for the 

awards. 

     Yellowstone Insurance 

Exchange is a member-

owned insurance company 

providing professional lia-

bility insurance to member 

hospitals.   

     West Park Hospital is 

one of 14 founding members 

of the exchange in 2003.  

  

agenda is quite full.   
 The Board is currently 

planning to discuss a wide 

range of issues, including 

how best to assist members 

as they prepare to respond to 

the Affordable Care Act and 

other federal initiatives. 

     Directors also plan to 

continue their discussions 

about the creation of a Trus-

tee Certification Program. 

 Among other topics, the 

Board will consider possible 

     The new Wyoming 

Hospital Association Board 

of Directors will meet for 

the first time on Nov. 14 at 

Little America in Chey-

enne. 
 In addition to the 

Board’s regular business, 

the association’s new lead-

ership also plans to spend 

much of the day focused on 

strategic planning for the 

association. 

 And that portion of the 

Medicaid reimbursement re-

ductions, the state of tele-

health/telemedicine in Wyo-

ming, the WHA’s participa-

tion in the Wyoming Integrat-

ed Care Network, the WHA’s 

interaction with the Wyoming 

Critical Access Hospital Net-

work, and key legislative 

issues, among others. 

 The goal of the session 

will be to identify the WHA’s 

key priorities and areas of 

focus for 2012.  

West Park Hospital Earns Award for Excellence 
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AHA Holds Annual Quality Conference 

     The AHA annual A2 

Quality Conference was 

held this past week, with a 

two-day agenda filled with 

items related to hospital 

quality measures, patient 

safety, and outcomes meas-

ure research.   
     The Agency for 

Healthcare Research & 

Quality (AHRQ) hosted the 

session as a key event in its 

leadership role within the 

AHA organization. 

     Representatives from 34 

states across the country 

participated in the meetings, 

with Nancy Foster and Lisa 

Grabert from AHRQ high-

lighting the first day with an 

extensive federal update on 

quality measures.   

     Discussion involved a 

variety of areas, including 

public reporting, value based 

purchasing, readmission 

reduction efforts, and focus 

on hospital acquired condi-

tions. 
     Leadership from the 

North Carolina Center for 

Hospital Quality delivered a 

presentation on the recent 

“Partnership for Patients” 

and “Hospital Engagement 

Contractor” efforts. 
     David Schulke and Steve 

Hines with the Health Re-

search & Educational Trust 

(HRET) also covered a ros-

ter of topics, with key focus 

upon hospital infection re-

duction protocols. 

     WHA is pleased to enjoy 

excellent relationship with 

Mountain Pacific Quality 

Health as our state’s QIO 

organization in serving Wy-

oming hospitals with leader-

ship and support in these 

nationwide programs. 


