
the largest Republican wave in 

Wyoming since 1920, Sen. An-

derson told the Casper Star 

Tribune that this is not the time 

to gloat. 

     ―In terms of leadership, it’s 

continuity; it’s doing those 

things that are good for Wyo-

ming,‖ he said.  ―People want 

responsible government, re-

gardless of what is the majority 

party.‖ 

     Sen. Anderson said the Sen-

ate will spend time during the 

upcoming legislative session 

considering the potential im-

pacts of the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act – the 

federal healthcare reform law 

that passed in Congress earlier 

this year. 

     Among other potential bills, 

the Joint Labor, Health, and 

Social Services Committee will 

consider a measure at its De-

cember meeting that would 

provide funding to fight the 

federal healthcare reform law. 

     And Governor-elect Matt 

Mead signaled throughout his 

campaign his position that Wy-

oming should join several other 

states in a lawsuit challenging 

the reform law. 

     The 2011 legislative session 

is scheduled to begin on Janu-

ary 11 and end on March 4. 

     At party caucuses last 

weekend, members of the 

Wyoming legislature final-

ized their leadership and 

committee assignments for 

its 2011 general session. 

     Most notably for hospitals 

were changes to the make-up 

of the House Labor, Health, 

and Social Services Commit-

tee – the House body that 

hears most bills related to 

healthcare. 

     Following the retirement 

of former Chairman Rep. 

Jack Landon, R-Sheridan, the 

committee will now be lead 

by Rep. Elaine Harvey, R-

Lovell. 

     Other new committee 

members in the House in-

clude Rep. Keith Gingery of 

Jackson, Rep. Gerald Gay of 

Casper, Rep. Donald 

Burkhart of Rawlins, Rep. 

Frank Peasley of Douglas, 

Rep. David Miller of River-

ton, and Rep. Matt Greene of 

Laramie. 

     With the exception of 

Rep. Harvey, the new com-

mittee represents a wholesale 

change from last year’s com-

mittee, though Reps. Gin-

gery, Peasley, and Miller are 

not new to the legislature.  

Rep. Bernadine Craft and 

Joseph Barbuto, both of  

Rock Springs, are the lone 

Democrats on the House 

committee. 

     Although the Senate La-

bor, Health, and Social Ser-

vices Committee also under-

went changes, Sen. Charles 

Scott, R-Casper, remained 

the committee’s chairman.  

Sen. John Schiffer, R-

Kaycee, also remained on the 

commit-

tee.    

 

  

 

 

     New Republican commit-

tee members include Sen. 

Dan Dockstader of Afton, 

and freshman Sen. Leslie 

Nutting of Cheyenne.  The 

lone democrat on the Senate 

committee is Marty Martin, 

of Superior. 

     The November 2 elections 

made Wyoming among the 

reddest states in the country, 

with 26 of 30 seats in the 

Senate occupied by Republi-

cans, and 50 of the 60 seats 

in the House occupied by 

Republicans. 

     Sen. Jim Anderson, R-

Glenrock, was elected Presi-

dent of the Senate.  Despite 
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Other Events: 

  
Board of Nursing 

Tour de Hospital 

Gillette 

12/1 

Board of Nursing 

Tour de Hospital 

Cody 

12/8 

Board of Nursing 

Tour de Hospital 

Kemmerer 

12/15 

WHA Calendar: 

Labor Committee 

Meeting 

Cheyenne 

12/9-

12/10 

DOH Health As-

sociation Meeting 

Cheyenne 

12/7 

Joint Appropria-

tions Meeting 

Cheyenne 

12/13-

12/17 

House Health Committee Includes Six New Members 
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     Riverton Memorial Hos-

pital (RMH) celebrates the 

first anniversary of its Wom-

en’s Health and Wellness 

Suite in December. 

     RMH strives to meet 

women’s healthcare needs in 

an environment that is com-

fortable and private, and the 

suite is its own evidence.     

     The Women’s Health and 

Wellness Suite provides a 

relaxing, spa-like atmos-

phere, featuring mammogra-

phy, ultra sound, and bone 

density testing all within an 

area exclusive to female 

patients.  

     Health and wellness is a 

broad subject, including 

physical, emotional, and 

mental health issues for 

women of all ages. At RMH, 

the philosophy is clear: a 

woman’s health is the foun-

dation of all areas of her life, 

including mental agility, 

energy and beauty.   

     The Women’s Health and 

Wellness program offers 

comprehensive breast, bone 

and midlife healthcare ser-

vices, and is staffed by 

board-certified radiolo-

gists and specially 

trained technologists. 

     In addition, the Women’s 

Health and Wellness pro-

gram now hosts Renewal 

Boutique on the third Thurs-

day of each month. Vicky 

Nichols, a licensed fitter of 

Hangar Prosthetics, makes a 

monthly visit to the Wom-

en’s Health and Wellness 

Suite to provide post-breast 

surgery fittings for prosthe-

ses, forms, and clothing for 

the women in Riverton.  

 

tions will cover when they 

are released by the end of 

the year.   

     He described ACO strate-

gic implications and risks as 

well as potential pluses and 

minuses of a state-wide 

ACO.   

     The afternoon session 

was led by Vickie Diamond, 

CEO of Wyoming Medical 

Center, and Dr. John Lucas, 

CEO of Cheyenne Regional 

Medical Center.   
     They described the vi-

     Approximately sixty peo-

ple met in Riverton last Fri-

day to discuss the formation 

of a state-wide Accountable 

Care Organization (ACO).   
     An ACO is clinically and 

fiscally accountable for the 

entire continuum of care that 

a given population of pa-

tients may need.   
     John Harris, from DGA 

Partners, led the morning 

discussion and outlined what 

an ACO entails and what  
possibly the federal regula-

sion, mission and strategy 

behind forming this organiza-

tion.  Steps are underway to 

form a joint venture between 

the two hospitals to carry out 

an array of business activities 

designed to further the mis-

sion of the corporation.   
     Hospital and physician 

representatives were asked to 

consider joining this organi-

zation in an attempt to keep 

as much care in Wyoming as 

possible.    

RMH Celebrates Anniversary of  Suite 

CMS Launches Innovation Center to Focus on Payment 

providers that can save mon-

ey for Medicare and Medi-

caid while improving the 

quality of care. 

  ―For too long, health care 

in the United States has been 

fragmented—failing to meet 

patients’ basic needs, and 

leaving both patients and 

providers frustrated.  Pay-

ment systems often fail to 

reward providers for coordi-

nating care and keeping their 

patients healthy reinforcing 

this fragmentation,‖ said 

Donald Berwick, M.D., 

CMS Administrator. 

     ―The Innovation Center 

will help change this trend 

by identifying, supporting, 

and evaluating models of 

care that both improve the 

quality of care patients re-

ceive and lower costs.‖  

     The Centers for Medicare 

& Medicaid Services (CMS) 

last week formally estab-

lished the new Center for 

Medicare and Medicaid In-

novation (Innovation Cen-

ter). 

     Created by the Afforda-

ble Care Act, the Innovation 

Center will examine new 

ways of delivering health 

care and paying health care 

Page 2 NEWS BRIEFS 

 
Wyoming Hospital 

Association 
 

2005 Warren Ave. 
Cheyenne, WY 

82003 
 

www.wyohospitals.com 
 

307.632.9344 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 

Hospitals/Physicians Meet to Discuss Formation of an ACO 

MEMBER MEMBER 

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT  

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 


