
     “Americans will have to 

make some tough choices to 

bring our fiscal house in order,” 

said AHA President and CEO 

Rich Umbdenstock.  “That’s 

why we commend the commis-

sion co-chairs for taking up this 

challenging task. 

     “Today’s draft proposal, 

however, contains certain rec-

ommendations that could jeop-

ardize hospital services for vul-

nerable patients and communi-

ties, particularly given that hos-

pitals already face $155 billion 

in cuts as part of 

health reform.” 

     Umbdenstock 

went on to point 

out that the DSH 

program had al-

ready fallen victim 

to cuts in health 

reform, and he said 

further cuts are not 

acceptable. 

     “We also have 

concerns that the recommenda-

tion to cap national health ex-

penditures does not take into 

account the real healthcare 

needs of Americans,” he said.  

“At the same time, we do com-

mend them for boldly propos-

ing significant liability reform.” 

     The co-chairs of the Na-

tional Commission on Fiscal 

Responsibility and Reform 

released their draft proposal 

last week for reducing the 

federal deficit and 

improving the na-

tion’s long-term 

fiscal outlook. 

     The commission is an 18-

member bipartisan commit-

tee tasked by President 

Obama with making recom-

mendations to reduce the 

deficit by 2015.  The com-

mission must vote on its final 

set of recommendations by 

December 1. 

     The draft proposal, re-

leased almost a week ago, 

calls for reductions in discre-

tionary and mandatory 

spending, as well as reforms 

to the tax code. 

     Among other health-

related measures, the draft 

proposal also recommends 

extending the authority of the 

Independent Payment Advi-

sory Board to all hospitals.  

The board, nicknamed IPAB, 

was created by the Patient 

Protection and Affordable 

Care Act. 

     The proposal also would 

accelerate the phase-in of the 

disproportionate share hospi-

tal, Medicare Advantage and 

home health cuts enacted by 

the reform law.  The proposal 

also recommends cutting the 

Medicare bad debt payments 

and spending on 

graduate and indi-

rect medical educa-

tion. 

     The co-chairs, former 

Clinton Administration Chief 

of Staff Erskine Bowles and 

retired Wyoming Senator 

Alan Simpson, also suggest 

identifying an additional 

$200 billion to 

cut from fed-

eral health 

spending. 

     They fur-

ther recom-

mended estab-

lishing a pro-

cess to evalu-

ate cost 

growth and 

take additional 

steps as needed if growth in 

total federal health spending 

is not contained to the Gross 

Domestic Product plus 1 per-

cent after 2020. 

     Additionally, they recom-

mend implementing compre-

hensive medical liability re-

form to lower costs. 
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Other Events: 

  
Board of Nursing 

Tour de Hospital 

Gillette 

12/1 

Board of Nursing 

Tour de Hospital 

Cody 

12/8 

Board of Nursing 

Tour de Hospital 

Kemmerer 

12/15 

WHA Calendar: 

Labor Committee 

Meeting 

Cheyenne 

12/9-

12/10 

DOH Health As-

sociation Meeting 

Cheyenne 

12/7 

Joint Appropria-

tions Meeting 

Cheyenne 

12/13-

12/17 

Debt Commission’s Proposal Would Accelerate Healthcare Cuts 

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 

“Today’s draft proposal, 

however, contains certain 

recommendations that 

could jeopardize hospital 

services for vulnerable 

patients and 

communities.” 

Rich Umbdenstock 

AHA CEO 

http://www.aha.org/aha/index.jsp


     What once took 14 or 15 

days, now takes one or two. 

     And that’s a real differ-

ence in the life of a patient 

who is waiting for the re-

sults of a biopsy. 

     The difference is the re-

sult of a new digital mam-

mography suite that Memo-

rial Hospital of Carbon 

County (MHCC) unveiled 

last month. 

     Christine Bjork, a regis-

tered technologist in radiolo-

gy and mammography at 

MHCC, said the new suite 

will improve patient care. 

     “This machine is top-of-

the-line, state-of-the-art,” 

she said.  “We did our re-

search, and this is the best 

out there, by far.” 

     Comparing the machine 

to a high-end car, she said, 

“This is a Jaguar.” 

     Among its other ad-

vantages, the 

machine uses 

30 percent less 

radiation than 

other ma-

chines, and processing times 

are greatly reduced. 

     If something questiona-

ble shows up on an image, it 

can be immediately sent to 

the hospital’s radiologist in 

Lander.  The radiologist can 

then request additional im-

ages, and a biopsy can be 

immediately scheduled. 

staff and the Board of Nurs-

ing, to more fully explain 

reporting obligations regard-

ing nurses and CNAs, and to 

discuss the patient safety 

risk posed by incompetent, 

unsafe or impaired nurses 

and CNAs. 
     The WHA will provide 

CEUs for each session. 
     The next stop on the Tour 

de Hospital will be at 10 

a.m. on Nov. 17 at the Hil-

ton Garden Inn in Laramie.  

Additional stops have been 

added for December.  Those 

include: 

    Following its first stop 

last week in Casper, the Wy-

oming Board of Nursing, in 

partnership with the Wyo-

ming Hospital Association, 

continues its Tour de Hospi-

tal later this month. 
     Nurse administrators, 

human resources personnel 

– anyone who hires nurses 

or CNAs, or who is respon-

sible for taking administra-

tive actions are invited to 

attend. 

     Among the goals of the 

sessions are to establish rela-

tionships between hospital 

 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

on Dec. 1, Campbell 

County Memorial Hospi-

tal 

 10 a.m. – noon on Dec. 

8, Park County Public 

Library, 1500 Heart 

Mountain Street, Cody 

 10 a.m. – noon on Dec. 

15, South Lincoln Medi-

cal Center, Kemmerer 

     For more information, 

contact Amanda Roberts at 

the Board of Nursing, (307) 

777-3425, or Rose Fishback 

at the WHA, (307) 632-9344. 

MHCC Improves Patient Care with Digital Mammography 

Simmons Named Finalist for Women in Business Award 

     The Stevie Awards for 

Women in Business honor 

women executives, entrepre-

neurs and the companies 

they run.  Winners will be 

announced during a gala 

event in New York this 

month. 

     “We are pleased that Lin-

da Simmons is being recog-

nized for her hard work and 

diligent efforts at Memorial 

Hospital of Sweetwater 

County,” said board chair-

man Reid West.  

     Finalists were chosen by 

business professionals 

worldwide during prelimi-

nary judging. 

 “It is a great honor to be 

nominated for this award,” 

Simmons said.  

     Linda Simmons, interim 

CEO at Memorial Hospital 

of Sweetwater County 

(MHSC), has been named a 

finalist in the 7th annual 

Stevie Awards for Women 

in Business. 

     Simmons was named a 

finalist in the category Non-

Profit/Government with up 

to 2,500 employees. 
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Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 
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