
indicated that they prefer a state
-run exchange so Wyoming can 
develop policies that are tai-
lored to the state. 
 One issue, however, is en-
suring that the state-run ex-
change is financially self-
sustaining, which is a subject 
the committee continues to 
study. 
 Sen. Dan Dockstader, R-
Afton, said more work is 
needed to better understand 
how much a state-run exchange 
would cost and how it can be 
most effectively developed. 
 In addition, he said, by 2013 
there will be less uncertainty 
about the issue, since the U.S. 
Supreme Court is expected to 
rule on court challenge to the 
healthcare reform law by 2012. 
 Rep. Elaine Harvey, R-
Lovell, said a bill would be 
“dead on arrival” if the commit-
tee tried to rush it through the 
2012 budget session. 
 “If you are asking the Legis-
lature to look at this, there are 
too many variables, and people 
are just going to reject it right 
off the get-go,” she said. 
 The steering committee 
made its recommendations to 
the Legislature’s Joint Labor, 
Health, and Social Services 
Committee in October in Cas-
per. 
 The Wyoming Hospital As-
sociation will continues to 
monitor the insurance exchange 
issue. 

     A state committee recom-
mended to Gov. Matt Mead 
last month that he issue an 
executive order to indicate 
Wyoming’s intention to set 
up its own health insurance 
exchange. 
 The Wyoming Health 
Benefits Exchange Steering 
Committee voted for the rec-
ommendation because mem-
bers expressed doubt that a 
bill to create the exchange 
could pass during the 2012 
budget session. 
 Elizabeth Hoy, the Gover-
nor’s healthcare policy ad-
viser, said the governor’s 
office is consider-
ing the option of 
partly bypassing 
the Legislature. 
 “Looking at this 
practically, this is 
going to be a very 
short budget ses-
sion, and it’s going to take 
two-thirds to get legislation 
introduced,” she said. 
 “The strategy where we 
could get the minimum that 
we need to move forward and 
go for more comprehensive 
legislation in 2013 is very 
appealing.” 
 Hoy said the Governor 
has the authority to set up an 
office or division within an 
existing state agency without 
legislative approval. 
 The new office could 
serve as the basic structure 

for the exchange so the state 
could be eligible for federal 
grants that are needed to 
cover the costs of setting up 
the exchange. 
 The Legislature would 
have to approve the funding 
for the new office, but all the 
money would come from 
federal grants, so there would 
be no cost to the state. 
 Lawmakers could then 
decide in 2013 how the ex-
change would work, or if 
they support a state-run ex-
change at all. 
 Exchanges are market-
places that allow people to 

form a pool when 
buying insurance 
coverage. 
 The time-
line to begin imple-
menting the ex-
change is short, be-
cause the federal 

healthcare reform law re-
quires that all states form a 
health insurance exchange by 
2014. 
 To have a state exchange 
operational by 2014, legisla-
tors need to create the frame-
work for it by 2012. 
 If any state does not cre-
ate its own exchange in time, 
or if a state chooses not to do 
it at all, the federal govern-
ment will create an exchange 
for the state. 
 The steering committee 
and Gov. Mead have both 
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11/14 
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    Banner Health’s Commu-
nity Hospital in Torrington 
has stepped up to meet its 
patients urgent medical 
needs. 
 And it has done so by 
opening an urgent care clinic 
in Torrington. 
 The clinic is open five 
days a week, and it is staffed 
by Banner’s seven physi-
cians, who take turns dedi-
cating an open schedule to 
walk-in urgent care patients. 

 The physicians rotate 
through this schedule each 
week day. 
 Traffic at the clinic has 
picked up quickly since it 
opened in October, said 
Meghan Leo, customer ser-
vice representative. 
 The clinic is part of Ban-
ner’s effort to expand the 
community’s access to phy-
sicians and maintain its pa-
tient base. 
 The demand was clear, 

and some patients were 
heading to Scottsbluff, Neb., 
for treatment. 
 Right now, about 20 pa-
tients per day walk through 
the clinic’s doors with an 
illness or injury requiring 
urgent attention. 
 Banner expects that num-
ber to increase as more peo-
ple learn about the clinic and 
its purpose, and the plan is 
to expand its services to 
seven days a week. 

Colo., at a hospital run by 
Quorum Health Services. 
 Quorum manages 
CCMH. 
 “My whole career really 
has been in rural community 
hospitals,” said Wyse, who 
takes over for former CEO 
Dan Jessop. 
 Jessop resigned on Octo-
ber 12.  He was the first full-
time CEO at the hospital 
under Quorum. 
 Wyse is expected to re-

 Carbon County Memo-
rial Hospital (CCMH) in 
Rawlins has named an in-
terim CEO. 
 LaMar Wyse, a retired 
CEO from Ohio, is ex-
pected to serve in the in-
terim capacity for three to 
fourth months. 
 Wyse, who runs a con-
sulting company and takes 
on interim CEO opportuni-
ties, served recently as the 
interim CEO in Cortez, 

main in the interim role while 
Quorum searches for a per-
manent CEO. 
 He said there are chal-
lenges at the hospital, but 
CCMH is not alone in facing 
them. 
 “What I’m seeing is not 
terribly unique,” he said.  
“There’s similar challenges in 
every rural hospital, and this 
one is really better positioned 
than many to move ahead,” 
he said. 
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Circuit Court Finds Individual Mandate Constitutional 

     The U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the District of 
Columbia affirmed last 
week a District Court ruling 
that the Affordable Care 
Act’s individual mandate is 
constitutional. 
 Two judges on the panel 
held that the ACA is consti-
tutional because the individ-
ual mandate is within the 
scope of the Commerce 
Clause. 
 A third judge on the Cir-
cuit Court disagreed with 
that position. 
 Writing for the majority, 
Senior Circuit Judge Law-

rence Silberman, a Republi-
can appointee, wrote that 
“Congress, which would, in 
our minds, clearly have the 
power to impose insurance 
purchase conditions on per-
sons who appeared at a hos-
pital for medical services...is 
merely imposing the man-
date in reasonable anticipa-
tion of virtually inevitable 
future transactions in inter-
state commerce.” 
 He added that “the right 
to be free from federal regu-
lation is not absolute, and 
yields to the imperative the 

Congress be free to forge 
national solutions to national 
problems.” 
 The AHA had urged the 
circuit court to uphold the 
decision handed down by 
the district court. 
 This is the fifth federal 
appeals court decision in an 
ACA case.  One other Cir-
cuit upheld the individual 
mandate, while one struck it 
down. 
 The two other cases did 
not address the merits and 
were dismissed. 


