
motely alert doctors and nurses 

if the patient is having a health 

problem. 

     Newman said the VA is 

treating about 1,500 patients in 

some way through telehealth 

services, including 900 that 

are served by the mobile clin-

ics. 
     He said telehealth makes it 

more convenient for the pa-

tients and can be effective in 

preventive care.  In addition, 

he said, it can save the VA 

money. 
     “The VA is a government 

entity, and we have to be 

stewards of the public’s trust 

and public’s funds,” he said.  “I 

love telehealth, but even the 

bean counters will tell you it is 

cheaper per patient to take care 

of them before the issue be-

comes huge.” 

 

     A $2.6 million federal 

award will allow the Chey-

enne Veterans Affairs Medi-

cal Center to build a new 

mobile health clinic and ex-

pand its telehealth services. 
     The U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs recently 

announced the funding as 

part of its mission to expand 

and sustain rural healthcare 

programs for veterans. 
     David Newman, tele-

health program manager for 

the Cheyenne VA Medical 

Center, said the money will 

help the facility achieve the 

goal of improving its care to 

remote parts of the state and 

region.   
     This approach will in-

clude using telehealth ser-

vices. 
     “Patients don’t want to 

drive from Scottsbluff to 

Cheyenne,” Newman told the 

Wyoming Tribune Eagle.    

“They want to be seen close 

to home, and we are trying to 

react to that need. 

     “It doesn’t eliminate eve-

ry type of visit you need to 

make to the VA, but it 

knocks a good chunk of it 

out.” 

     About $500,000 of the 

federal funding will be used 

to buy and build a new mo-

bile health clinic. 

     VA Medical Center 

spokesman Andrew Ruben 

said the center’s current mo-

bile clinic debuted in 2009.  
     It is a retrofitted recrea-

tional vehicle that stops once 

a week to treat veterans in 

Laramie, Wheatland, Tor-

rington, and Sterling, Colo. 

        
   Newman said the new mo-

bile clinic will be a custom-

designed tractor-trailer.  It 

will offer more rooms for the 

patients and have the ability 

carry more advanced lab 

equipment and more staff. 

     The new mobile clinic 

could be operational by May.  

At that time, using both mo-

bile clinics, VA staff could 

expand the sites they visit, or 

make more frequent trips. 
     The majority of the rest of 

the federal funding will be 

used to enhance home and 

specialty care. 
     The home care includes 

devices patients use in their 

home that send information, 

such as their blood sugar, 

weight or mental health date, 

back to health professionals. 
     This information can re-
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Other Events: 

  
HFMA Meeting 

Cody, WY 

11/17-

11/18 

  

  

WHA Calendar: 

Hospital Advisory 

Group Meeting 

Cheyenne 

11/10 

WHA Board 

Meeting 

Cheyenne 

11/14 

  

Cheyenne VA Receives $2.6 Million for Rural Care 

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 



     Television is playing an 

increasingly important role 

in educating patients at 

Campbell County Memorial 

Hospital in Gillette. 

 Earlier this month, 

CCMS began offering to its 

patients the largest closed-

circuit health information 

network in the country, Pa-

tient Channel. 

 Patient Channel and its 

sister station, the Newborn 

Channel, now stream to each 

inpatient room in the hospi-

tal.   

     Programs feature real 

patients and their physicians, 

providing practical infor-

mation in an easy to under-

stand format that has proved 

to be effective and helpful. 

 More than 50 unique 

patient education programs 

are available through the 

network, including programs 

on heart disease and stroke, 

pain management, cancer, 

diabetes, benefits for mom 

and baby, breastfeeding, 

general health and wellness, 

and more. 

 Patient Channel and 

Newborn Channel are avail-

able 24 hours a day to help 

support staff educate pa-

tients on safety and other 

care initiatives.   

 But the education doesn’t 

end when the patient leaves 

the hospital.  Patient Chan-

nel and Newborn Channel 

both have web sites with 

access to the same program-

ming online, with printable 

transcripts in English and 

Spanish. 

 The online service is free 

to use after a simple regis-

tration process.  More infor-

mation is available online at 

www.ccmh.net/

patientchannel. 

including the services of an 

administrator, consultants, 

assistance and direction for 

the administrator, board, 

medical and management 

staff. 
 The CCMSD board re-

tains full control and author-

ity for policy setting and 

other fiduciary obligations. 
 “The board members of 

Regional Health and all of 

our Regional Health em-

ployees are honored by en-

     Crook County Medical 

Services District in Sun-

dance – which includes a 

16-bed critical access hos-

pital, a 32-bed skilled nurs-

ing facility, three clinics 

and home health services 

around the county, has 

signed a management con-

tract with Regional Health 

Network. 
 Regional Health Net-

work will provide manage-

ment services for CCMSD, 

tering into a partnership with 

the healthcare professionals 

in Sundance, Moorcroft and 

Hulett, Wyoming,” said Tim 

Sughrue, CEO of Regional 

Health Network. 
 “We are committed to 

working collaboratively to 

furnish the highest quality, 

most cost-effective healthcare 

to the residents of eastern 

Wyoming,” he said. 

CCMH Uses Closed-Circuit Television to Educate Patients 
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Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
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Integrated Care Network Announces Medical Director 

     The Wyoming Integrated 

Care Network announced 

this month that Dr. Brent 

Sherard, M.D., has been 

hired as its Medical Director 

of Clinical Integration. 
     The Integrated Care Net-

work is a newly formed or-

ganization of hospitals and 

healthcare affiliates focused 

on providing high quality, 

integrated and patient-

centered care. 

 Dr. Sherard will 

lead the network’s efforts to 

help physicians and hospi-

tals throughout Wyoming 

address the clinical and 

quality challenges associated 

with a transforming 

healthcare delivery system. 
 Dr. Sherard served 

most recently as a health 

policy advisor to Gov. Matt 

Mead, and previously served 

as the Director of the Wyo-

ming Department of Health 

from 2005 to 2010 in former 

Gov. Dave Freudenthal’s 

administration. 
     An internist, Dr. Sherard 

will dedicate the majority of 

his time to the network.  He 

is also resuming the practice 

of medicine with the Chey-

enne Physician Group, and 

he is allocating a portion of 

his time to physician out-

reach and advocacy for the 

Wyoming Medical Society. 


