
decide whether states have the 
authority to trump or opt out of 
a federal mandate, but the 
growing number of state-based 
proposals indicates that move-
ment of the debate from Wash-
ington into state legislatures. 
     Colorado is among the states 
where similar amendments are 
being considered.  The Inde-
pendence Institute is working 
on language that would prevent 
the federal government from 
dictating insurance require-
ments in Colorado. 
     At the same time, a fresh-
man lawmaker in Colorado is 
considering an effort to push 
that state’s legislature to opt out 
of congressional healthcare 
reforms. 
     The Wyoming Hospital As-
sociation and the American 
Hospital Association are ac-
tively monitoring the  proposals 
in Wyoming and in other states. 
  

     After months of argument 
and behind-the-scenes wran-
gling in Washington, D.C., 
the healthcare reform debate 
appears to be moving to the 
states. 
     Opponents of national 
healthcare reform in some 14 
states – including Wyoming 
– are organizing to mount 
challenges to the bill that is 
headed for a conference com-
mittee in Congress. 
     Some argue that efforts to 
block the federal healthcare 
overhaul because it tramples 
on individual liberty are sym-
bolic only.  Others, however, 
argue that passage of the bill 
will violate the Tenth 
Amendment and create un-
constitutional governmental 
mandates. 
     At the heart of the argu-
ment is the ‘individual man-
date’ provision, which would 
require all Americans to ob-
tain insurance, or pay tax 
penalties if they do not obtain 
insurance. 
     According to a December 
article in the New York 
Times, the idea of amending 
state constitutions to block 
elements of the reform legis-
lation arose from the Gold-
water Institute in Arizona.  
An amendment to the Ari-
zona constitution failed in 
2008 but is expected to be 
offered again during that 
state’s 2010 session. 

     A similar measure was 
introduced during the 2009 
session of the Wyoming Leg-
islature as well, but it failed 
in the Senate Health, Labor, 
and Social Services Commit-
tee. 
     That effort was spear-
headed by a relatively small 
group of people in Campbell 
County who were concerned 
about what they perceived to 
be the federal government’s 
encroachment on an individ-
ual’s right to make their own 
health choices. 
     Another attempt to amend 
Wyoming’s constitution is 
anticipated during the 2010 
Budget Session, this time 
backed by the Wyoming Lib-
erty Group.  That organiza-
tion has hired an attorney 
from the Goldwater Institute 
to help refine and strengthen 
the language from last year’s 
effort. 
     The most recent version 
of the amendment posted on 
the Wyoming’s Future web 
site, states that “the govern-
ment shall not interfere with 
an individual’s right to make 
decisions about their health 
care…No law shall impose a 
penalty, fine or tax of any 
type on a person or entity for 
choosing to obtain, decline, 
participate or not participate 
in any lawful health care 
insurance, system, or plan.” 
     Courts will likely have to 
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Other Events: 

  Quality Health-
care Foundation 
Casper 

1/27-
1/28 
 

  

NRHA Rural 
Health Policy 
Institute 
Washington, DC 

1/25-
1/27 

WHA Calendar: 

WCAHN Meeting 
Cheyenne 

1/14 

WHA Board 
Meeting 
Cheyenne 

1/15 

Wyoming Legisla-
ture Convenes 

2/8 
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     Strategies for recruiting 
and retaining physicians 
often discuss the need to 
reach down into high 
schools and junior highs to 
whet students’ appetites 
early. 
     Through internships that 
are part of a broader pro-
gram at Douglas High 
School (DHS), Memorial 
Hospital of Converse 
County (MHCC) is extend-
ing its reach. 
     “It gives students a 
chance to see careers up 
close and see if it’s really 
what they want to do,” 
MHCC Education Coordina-
tor Jamie Boyce told the 
Douglas Budget. 
     The internship program 

allows students to get hands-
on experience in healthcare 
before they make decisions 
about professions they want 
to pursue and colleges they 
want to attend. 
     DHS junior Hayley Kane 
is dividing her internship 
between physical therapy 
and the office of Dr. Mark 
Murphy, an orthopedic sur-
geon. 
     “Dr. Murphy is showing 
me how to do x-rays, how to 
administer Cortizone shots, 
and even how to diagnose 
what people have using their 
x-rays and MRIs,” Kane 
said. 
     She said she has always 
been interested in medicine, 
but is torn between studying 

to be a doctor and studying 
to be a veterinarian. 
     In either case, the semes-
ter-long program offers her 
insight and experience she 
couldn’t have gained any-
where else. 
     “They didn’t have this 
when I was in school,” said 
Calley Plum, R.N., B.S.N.  
“You just had to find out if 
you’d pass out at the sight of 
a needle, and that’s how 
you’d figure out where you 
should be.” 

tor Dennis Ellis’ departure 
in October. 
     “I am extremely grateful 
for the opportunity and am 
excited to be continuing my 
work with Wyoming’s phy-
sicians,” she said. 
     Bush began her career 
with WMS in June 2006 as 

     The Wyoming Medical 
Society (WMS) has selected 
Sheila Bush as its new Ex-
ecutive Director.  Bush took 
over the role on Jan. 1. 
     Before her selection for 
the position, Bush had 
served as interim executive 
director after previous direc-

the organization’s director of 
communications and mem-
bership.  She was promoted 
to associate executive direc-
tor in May 2008. 
     Originally from Casper, 
Bush graduated from the Uni-
versity of Wyoming in 2005. 

MHCC Internship Program Offers Practical Experience 

Page 2 NEWS BRIEFS 

 
Wyoming Hospital 

Association 
 

2005 Warren Ave. 
Cheyenne, WY 

82003 
 

www.wyohospitals.com 
 

307.632.9344 

Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 

Medical Society Selects Bush as New Executive Director 

MEMBER MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT  

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 

Nurse-For-A-Day Volunteers Needed for Legislative Session 
     The Wyoming Hospital 
Association is accepting 
volunteers for its annual 
Nurse-For-A-Day Program 
during the 2010 Budget Ses-
sion of the legislature. 
     Volunteers are stationed 
in the Medical Aid Station 
on the third floor of the State 
Capitol building in Chey-
enne during the session.  
Typically, they handle rou-
tine procedures such as tak-

ing blood pressures, or treat-
ing minor cold and flu com-
plaints, headaches, and upset 
stomachs. 
     Nurses work in tandem 
with the Doctor-For-The-
Day, a program sponsored 
by the Wyoming Medical 
Society. 
     Each morning, the nurse 
is introduced in both the 
Senate and House chambers.  
And throughout the day, the 

nurse is encouraged to spend 
time with legislators from 
their home counties.  The 
WHA is happy to help facili-
tate those introductions. 
     The session begins Febru-
ary 8 and is scheduled to end 
in early March.  To volunteer 
for the program, contact Rose 
Fishback at (307) 632-9344, 
or via email at 
rose@wyohospitals.com. 
 

Sheila Bush 


