
Rep. Dan Zwonitzer, R-

Cheyenne, that would authorize 

counties to prohibit smoking in 

public places. 

      In addition to bills that have 

already been filed, the Wyo-

ming Hospital Association ex-

pects a handful of other health 

bills to receive consideration.  

One such bill would authorize a 

study of the structure and fi-

nancing of the state Medicaid 

program to determine whether 

adjustments to that program are 

necessary. 

     The WHA also expects to 

see a bill that would amend the 

Open Meetings Law to require 

executive sessions of govern-

mental boards to be recorded.  

If the purpose of the executive 

session were questioned, ac-

cording to early reports about 

the bill, a judge would review 

the recording and rule on the 

appropriateness of the session. 

     The WHA is also exploring 

options that would provide ad-

ditional funding for the health 

professionals loan repayment 

program.  These and other 

measures will undoubtedly be 

filed in the coming weeks. 

Watch for weekly legislative 

briefings on these issues 

throughout the 40-day legisla-

tive session.   

     And please join the WHA 

each Friday at 1:30 p.m. for a 

discussion of each week‟s legis-

lative activities. 

     For the second consecu-

tive year, the Wyoming Leg-

islature will wrestle with the 

extent of federal government 

involvement in healthcare 

when it convenes in Chey-

enne tomorrow. 

     Gov. Matt Mead will de-

liver his first State of the 

State address on Wednesday 

at 10 a.m.  The General Ses-

sion of the Legislature is 

scheduled to end on March 3. 

In the meantime, legislators 

will deal with bills and Sen-

ate resolutions aimed at lim-

iting the reach of the federal 

healthcare law, or providing 

funding to sue the federal 

government because of the 

reform law. 

     House Bill 35, the Health 

Care Choice and Protection 

Act, takes the concept the 

furthest by attempting to 

make it illegal to enforce 

provisions of the Patient Pro-

tection and Affordable Care 

Act in Wyoming. 

     The two Senate resolu-

tions, however, are not far 

behind HB35.  Both entitled 

„Health Care Freedom‟, the 

resolutions would attempt to 

amend the Wyoming Consti-

tution. 

     The first, SJ2, would cre-

ate a new section in the con-

stitution to specify that no 

federal or state law can com-

pel any person, employer or 

healthcare provider to partici-

pate in any healthcare sys-

tem.  The second, SJ3, would 

amend the constitution to 

recognize an individual‟s 

right to make healthcare de-

cisions, and to prohibit state 

actions that would limit that 

right to make healthcare de-

cisions. 

     SJ3 would further author-

ize the attorney general to 

participate in lawsuits to pro-

tect that right. 

     If such resolutions pass 

the Legislature, they would 

also ultimately have to be 

approved by a majority of the 

voters of Wyoming before 

the constitution could be 

amended. 

     A related bill, sponsored 

by the Joint Labor, Health 

and Social Services Commit-

tee, would set aside $2 mil-

lion to litigate issues associ-

ated with the enactment and 

implementation of the Af-

fordable Care Act. 

     Other health-related bills 

that have been filed in ad-

vance of the session include a 

bill sponsored by Sen. Char-

lie Scott, R-Casper, Rep. 

Elaine Harvey, R-Lovell, and 
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WHA Calendar: 

WHA Board 

Meeting 
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     Cheyenne Regional Med-

ical Center (CRMC) Injury 

Prevention programs result-

ed in more than $600,000 in 

healthcare savings to 

Laramie County in 2010, 

and about $4.6 million 

statewide. 

      CRMC‟s program dis-

tributed 206 helmets and 

142 child restraints in 

Laramie County as well as 

2,547 helmets and 829 child 

restraints statewide. 

     “While we‟re happy to be 

able to show these savings, 

the real value of this pro-

gram is that it safeguards 

young people from severe 

head injuries and other trau-

ma,” said Stephanie Heitsch, 

CRMC‟s injury prevention 

coordinator.   

      CRMC‟s Injury Preven-

tion Department serves as 

headquarters for the state 

coalition for Safe Kids Wyo-

ming, overseeing the activi-

ties and programs of 17 Wy-

oming coalitions and part-

ners. 

     Safe Kids Wyoming was 

founded in 1995 and is coor-

dinated by Cheyenne Re-

gional Medical Center and 

the Wyoming Department of 

Health. 

      CRMC‟s Injury Preven-

tion Department also plans, 

facilitates and instructs child 

passenger safety classes 

throughout Wyoming. Stu-

dents who successfully com-

plete the week-long training 

graduate as nationally certi-

fied car seat technicians.  

      For more information 

about Safe Kids Wyoming, 

contact Ms. Heitsch at (307) 

633-7525 or stepha-

nie.heitsch@crmcwy.org.  

said at a Capitol press con-

ference the day after the 

GOP formally regained the 

House majority. 

     "CBO is entitled to their 

opinion, but they're locked 

within constraints of the 

1974 Budget Act. Listen, 

even the actuaries at the 

Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid have made clear 

that this bill will not save the 

kind of money that was pre-

dicted earlier." 

     The CBO estimate, re-

     House Speaker John 

Boehner (R-Ohio) on 

Thursday defended House 

Republicans' efforts to re-

peal the national health 

care law, despite a Con-

gressional Budget Office 

(CBO) estimate that a re-

peal of the law would add 

$230 billion to the national 

debt through 2021. 
     "I do not believe that 

repealing the job-killing 

health care law will in-

crease the deficit," Boehner 

leased Thursday morning, 

stated that the $230 billion 

figure was still a tentative 

one, comprised of $130 bil-

lion in net deficit reduction 

brought about by the law, $15 

billion in reductions brought 

about by the Medicare and 

Medicare Extenders Act of 

2010 and an additional $80 

billion to $90 billion due to 

the different time horizons for 

the repeal legislation and the 

health care overhaul itself. 

CRMC Program Prevents Childhood Injuries, Saves Millions 

Needed: Nurses for A Day at the Legislature 

 Nurse volunteers would 

staff the Medical Aid Station 

at the Capitol for one day 

during the session. 

     For more than 30 years, 

the Nurse-For-A-Day pro-

gram has provided basic 

medical care – such as tak-

ing blood pressures and 

treating complaints of cold 

and flu, and headaches – to 

Wyoming‟s lawmakers at 

the State Capitol.   

     In addition to delivering 

that care, the program has 

enhanced the image of hos-

pitals and caregivers, and it 

has provided a terrific op-

portunity for nurses to spend 

time with legislators from 

their home counties. 

    Nurses who would like to 

volunteer can simply email 

rose@wyohospitals.com, or 

call 307-632-9344. 

 

        With 40 working days 

and 90 legislators to take 

care of, The Wyoming Hos-

pital Association needs vol-

unteers for the its Nurse-For

-A-Day program during the 

upcoming Wyoming Legis-

lative Session.    

     The session convenes on 

January 11, 2011, and is 

scheduled to end March 3, 

2011. 
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