
tain aspects of the bill, includ-

ing: money to the Health and 

Human Services' studies and 

the hiring of Internal Revenue 

Service workers tasked with 

creating tax incentives in the 

law. 

     There is also some bipartisan 

support for getting rid of the 

requirement that businesses fill 

out a 1099 Internal Revenue 

Service form. Both sides say it 

creates a mountain of paper-

work for businesses.  

     Section 9006 of the health 

care bill -- just a few lines bur-

ied in the 2,409-page document 

-- mandates that beginning in 

2012 all companies will have to 

issue 1099 tax forms not just to 

contract workers but to any 

individual or corporation from 

which they buy more than $600 

in goods or services in a tax 

year. 

     In the midst of this, Wyo-

ming has officially been added 

to the lawsuit over the federal 

health care mandate. 

    A judge in Florida has issued 

an order adding Wyoming and 

five other states to the lawsuit 

against the federal government. 

     The motion was filed Janu-

ary 18th.  The argument made 

in the suit matches up with 

Governor Matt Mead’s asser-

tion that it is unconstitutional to 

require someone to purchase 

health insurance and to impose 

a fine to someone for failing to 

have health insurance and vio-

lates the commerce clause. 

      House Republicans re-

deemed a campaign promise 

to repeal President Barack 

Obama's health care over-

haul, but now must march 

against the headwinds of a 

Democratic-controlled Sen-

ate and the specter of a White 

House veto. 

     The GOP owes its new-

found control of the House in 

part to its appeal last fall to 

voters outraged about the 

new health care law. And 

when the roll call was taken 

Wednesday, they prevailed 

by a lopsided 245-189 mar-

gin. 

     But given the solid oppo-

sition among Senate Demo-

cratic leaders and the certain-

ty that the president would 

veto any repeal legislation 

that reached the White 

House, the House repeal vote 

had to be considered largely 

symbolic. 

     In fact, Majority Leader 

Harry Reid, D-Nev., might 

even prevent such repeal 

legislation from getting to the 

Senate floor. 

     In the meantime, House 

Republicans followed the 

repeal vote with a 253-175 

party line floor vote Thurs-

day directing committees to 

get to work on proposals to 

replace they deride as 

"Obamacare." 

     Out with mandates, the 

requirements in the law to 

carry health insurance cover-

age. In with special purchas-

ing pools for people whose 

medical conditions render 

them uninsurable. 

     Out with cuts to Medicare 

Advantage, the private alter-

native to the traditional 

health program for seniors 

and disabled people. In with 

limits to jury awards in medi-

cal malpractice cases and 

stricter restrictions on tax-

payer funding for abortions. 

     The committees to be 

involved are Ways and 

Means, Energy and Com-

merce, Education and Work-

force, and Judiciary – to 

work out the Republican vi-

sion for health care. 

     Like the repeal bill itself, 

the "replace" part would re-

quire the acquiescence of the 

Senate. Democrats still in 

charge there say they plan to 

simply ignore the House.  

The prospect is for months of 

maneuvering.  

     Other Republicans have 

said that while the repeal bill 

won't pass in the Senate, they 

hope using Congress' purse 

strings may do the trick. 

     When it comes time for 

the appropriations committee 

to fund programs, the GOP 

could try to cut funds to cer-
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     West Park Hospital 

(WPH) has a new vending 

machine, but this one fea-

tures medicine.   

     InstyMeds machines are 

in 37 states, but this the first 

in Wyoming. 

     Chief pharmacist Gary 

Thompson said the reason 

for the machine is not to 

compete with local pharma-

cies, but to be used on late 

nights, weekends or holidays 

when pharmacies are closed 

a patient needs immediate 

relief. 

     The only medicine avail-

able now is for acute needs 

like antibiotics and pain 

pills. 

     Patients are asked if they 

want to fill a prescription at 

the hospital or at a pharma-

cy, and physicians print a 

voucher for the machine 

with a specific number.  

Patients type in the number  

on a touch screen, then veri-

fy their birthday. 

          Since patients are 

asked for an insurance card 

when they check in, the ma-

chine already has insurance 

information, making verifi-

cation 

quicker. 

     If the patient has any 

questions, they can pick up 

the phone on the machine 

and will be connected  to 

either a pharmacist or a 

pharmacy technician availa-

ble 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. 

     The medication comes in  

prefilled bottles in cardboard  

trays that slide in the correct 

slots.  InstyMeds company 

monitors the machine and 

the inventory constantly and 

lets them know when some-

thing needs to be replaced. 

again offer both onsite and 

online participation, as well 

as a second, advanced pre-

conference on coding issues 

in addition to the Boot 

Camp; concurrent sessions 

on Medicare and Medicaid 

RACs, respectively; leading 

national keynote speakers; 

and the popular Medicare 

RAC Certificate Program. 

     The cost of the Precon-

ference I – Medicare RAC 

Boot Camp for Small and 

Critical Access Hospitals is 

$495   and the Preconfer-

ence II  -- Advanced Coding 

Issues in Program Integrity 

     The Fifth National 

Medicare RAC Summit, to 

be held March 9 - 11, 

2011, in Washington, DC, 

will feature a special Pre-

conference Boot Camp for 

Small and Critical Access 

Hospitals. 
     The Summit is orga-

nized and chaired by na-

tional training and consult-

ing expert Day Egusquiza, 

President of AR Systems, 

and co-sponsored by the 

National Rural Health Re-

source Center, led by Exec-

utive Director Terry Hill.   
    The RAC Summit will 

$495; Conference Registra-

tion (Critical Access Hospi-

tal) $595    (online $395) 

For more information, visit 

www.RACSummit.com.  
     The Wyoming Critical 

Access Hospital Network can 

cover the costs of participa-

tion if you choose to attend/

participate. 
     For further information, 

contact Steve Bahmer, 

WCAHN Coordinator at 307-

287-4594 or ste-

ve@wyohospitals.com 

 

Cody ER Patients Find Quick Meds in Vending Machine 

AHA RAC Survey Deadline Extended by One Week 

pitals and helps AHA advo-

cate for needed changes to 

the program.  

     Instructions were e-

mailed to hospital leaders in 

December.  

     For more information, 

visit www.aha.org/aha/

issues/RAC/ractrac.html, or 

contact RACTrac support at 

(888) 722-8712 or 

ractracsup-

port@providercs.com.  

     Hospitals now have until 

Jan. 25 to submit data to the 

AHA's RACTrac survey.   

     The free quarterly survey 

measures the impact of 

Medicare's Recovery Audit 

Contractor program on hos-
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