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WHA Calendar:

Rural Health Fall
Conference
Denver, CO

10/28

Association Plan- 11/4
ning Meeting

Cheyenne, WY

AHA RAC Educa-
tion
Conference Call

11/4

WHA Board
Meeting,
Riverton, WY

11/17

Other Events:

Select Committee 10/28
on Local Govern-

ment Finance

Casper, WY

Telestroke Meet- 11/5

ing
Video conference

HFMA Fall
Meeting
Sheridan, WY

11/12

CMS RAC Out-
reach
Video conference

11/18
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Five Facilities Receive Physician Recruitment Grants

Five Wyoming commu-
nity health facilities received
grants in October to support
physician recruitment.

The grants, awarded by
the Department of Health’s
Rural and Frontier Health
Division and totaling
$400,000, went to:

e Noyes Health Care Cen-
ter, Baggs

e Crook County Medical
Service, Sundance

¢ Niobrara Health and Life
Center, Lusk

¢ Washakie Medical Cen-
ter, Worland

e  Cedar Hills Family
Clinic, Newcastle

Hospitals, clinics, physi-
cians, and other appropriate
Wyoming agencies had been
invited to apply for up to
$80,000 each to support their
recruitment efforts.

The Division of Rural and
Frontier Health identified the
geographic areas of the state
with the greatest need and the
medical specialties in highest
demand, and used other in-
formation from the applica-
tions to make the awards.

Grant recipients must use
the money to recruit a physi-
cian to their community. The

=
Ojf-\

~E fo
Wyoming |
Department |
of Health |

Commit to your health

money may be used for re-
cruiting costs, a signing bo-
nus, moving expenses, and
malpractice insurance.
“This state money, com-

bined with local funding and

efforts, should support

counties.

“Selections were difficult
due to the dramatic need identi-
fied in each application,” Allen
said. “There were many de-
serving entities we were unfor-
tunately unable to fund.”

In response to the need for
continued assistance in recruit-
ing physicians to the state, the
Wyoming Legislature passed
the Wyoming Physician Re-
cruitment Grant Program during
the 2008 budget session.

Although the bill originally
sought about $800,000, it sur-
vived a conference committee
with an appropriation of about
$400,000.

successful long-term
recruitment by increas-
ing overall recruitment
offers to a more com-
petitive level,” said Jeff
Hopkins, healthcare
recruitment and work-
force specialist with the
Division of Rural and
Frontier Health.
Interest in the pro-
gram awards was high
across the state, said
Sharla Allen, Deputy
Administrator of the
Division of Rural and
Frontier Health. She
said 45 applications
totaling $2.9 million
were received from 27
interested groups in 19
communities and 18

Physician Recruitment Grant EE
Recipients

* Noyes Health Care Center
Baggs

= Crook County Medical Service
Sundance

= Niobrara Health and Life Center
Lusk

= Washakie Medical Center
Worland

=CedarHills Family Clinic

Newcastle







