NEWS BRIEFS

Informational Newsletter for Wyoming Hospitals

Volume 39, Number 16 April 24, 2009

Economy Dominates Discussion at WHA Regional Meetings

WHA Calendar:

WHA Board 5/7 o

Meeting Discussion of the econ- posed of hospitals in Rock CEOs in both regions discussed
omy and the federal stimulus  Springs, Evanston, Kem- measures they are considering
package dominated discus- merer, Afton, and Jackson, to minimize the impact of the

WHA Trustee 5/8 sions last week when eight met on Tuesday at South economy while continuing to

Educ?t'°"a| Wyoming hospital CEOs Lincoln Medical Center in deliver excellent patient care.

LM;Zt;';g gathered for two Wyoming Kemmerer. Region 5, com- Similarly, CEOs spent con-

Hospital Association Re-
gional Meetings.
The regional meetings are

posed of hospitals in Raw-
lins, Laramie, Cheyenne,
Wheatland, and Torrington,

siderable time discussing the
funding that is expected from
the American Recovery and

a key ele- met at Cheyenne Regional Reinvestment Act (ARRA),
ment of the  Medical Center on Wednes-  specifically for investments in
WHA'’s day. electronic medical records.
plan to en- WHA President Dan Despite the WHA’s efforts and
hance com-  Perdue provided updates at bulletins from the AHA, few
munication  each meeting on a number of  details are available about
among topics, including legislative ARRA funding and how it will
members. issues, the AHA’s federal ultimately flow to hospitals.
With last agenda, the future of a pro- It appears clear, however,
week’s ses-  posed Patient Safety Organi-  that most information technol-
po sions, all zation, and the WHA’s up- ogy funding for hospitals will
SE five WHA coming trustee education come in the form of Medicare
weme | regions program with James Orlikoff.  reimbursement incentives. Fur-
have met Economic concerns occu-  ther, the rules for accessing

Other Events:

since December to discuss
key issues, common chal-
lenges, and potential solu-

pied much of the discussion,
however, as the economic
downturn has reached Wyo-

ARRA funds are not expected
from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services

AHA Annual 4/26 tions. ming, and hospitals are be- until mid-May.
Meeting WHA Region 4, com- ginning to feel its pressure.
Washington DC
HFMA Spring 4/30 Hospital Representatives to Meet Congressional Delegation
Meeting . . . .
Hospital leaders from cational sessions prO\_/lded by the AHA copventlon offers

Casper Wyomi%g will take the the AHA, WHA Chairman an opportunity to spend one-

. state’s healthcare concerns Steve Perry and Powell Val-  on-one time with Sens. Mike
Joint Labor, 517 ley Healthcare CEO Rod Bar- Enzi and John Barrasso and

Health, and Social
Services Interim
Committee

to Capitol Hill on Wednes-
day as part of the American
Hospital Association’s

ton, as well as WHA Presi-
dent Dan Perdue and Vice

Rep. Cynthia Lummis. Al-
though the meetings are brief,

President Steve Bahmer, will
discuss healthcare with Wyo-
ming’s Congressional delega-
tion.

The Hill Visits portion of

Wyoming’s hospital repre-
sentatives plan to discuss the
impact of the economic crisis,
Card Check, and healthcare
reform.

annual meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C.

In addition to attending
targeted briefings and edu-

Casper
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