
out an approach that would 
satisfy both groups. 
     A proposal that arose from 
interim meetings of the Joint 
Health, Labor, and Social Ser-
vices Committee would amend 
the Medical Review Panel stat-
ute in an attempt to improve use 
of the panel.  The committee-
sponsored bill would make the 
panel’s proceedings inadmissi-
ble in court, and it would create 
a loser-pays provision to help 
weed out frivolous claims. 
     Other bills of interest to hos-
pitals include revisions to Title 
25 regarding involuntary com-
mitments and emergency deten-
tions, and House Bill 50, spon-
sored by Rep. Tom Lubnau, R-
Gillette.  Rep. Lubnau’s bill 
would amend existing statutes 
to allow county memorial hos-
pitals to use county mill levies 
for operations and maintenance. 

     Fewer bills are typically 
filed for budget sessions of 
the Wyoming Legislature 
than for general sessions, and 
that is clearly the case as 
legislators begin their work 
in earnest today. 
     Still, the Wyoming Hospi-
tal Association is monitoring 
and lobbying about 10 spe-
cific pieces of legislation and 
two concepts that did not 
make the list of pre-filed 
bills.  Among the more high-
profile pieces of legislation 
filed in advance of the ses-
sion are items that failed dur-
ing the 2009 session. 
     SJ0001, a joint resolution 
between the House and the 
Senate, is one of those bills.  
The bill proposes to  amend 
the Wyoming constitution in 
order to prevent the federal 
government from interfering 
in personal healthcare 
choices. 
     In short, the bill, like 
similar bills in more than 20 
other states, aims to prevent 
national healthcare reform 
efforts from mandating that 
individuals carry health in-
surance.  The resolution 
comes at a time when Gover-
nor Dave Freudenthal has 
called on legislators to 
strengthen the 10th Amend-
ment in other ways as well. 
     The bill was introduced 
and quickly defeated in the 
Senate Labor, Health, and 
Social Services Committee 

last year.  But it has broader 
support this time around, 
most particularly from the 
Wyoming Liberty Group, 
which has hired an attorney 
from the Goldwater Institute 
to help refine and strengthen 
last year’s language. 
     A second bill that has 
resurfaced for the 2010 ses-
sion is another joint resolu-
tion, this one originating in 
the House, which would 
amend the Wyoming consti-
tution to allow limits on non-
economic damages in health-
care cases of personal injury 
or death. 
     The bill would place a 
$250,000 cap on non-
economic damages.  It cur-
rently includes 10 co-
sponsors in the House and 
two in the Senate. 
     Still another piece of leg-
islation that generated sig-
nificant debate during the 
2009 session, and has contin-
ued to do so during the in-
terim period, would create a 
board of midwifery to license 
and regulate the practice of 
midwifery in Wyoming. 
     A similar bill survived the 
Senate last year but died in 
the House Labor, Health, and 
Social Services Committee 
after a lengthy and some-
times emotional hearing.  
Sponsor Rep. Elaine Harvey, 
R-Lovell, hosted meetings of 
supporters and opponents 
during the interim to hammer 
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WHA Calendar: 

Wyoming Legisla-
ture Convenes 

2/8 

Legislator Health 
Fair 

2/10 

WHA Board 
Meeting 
 

3/19 

Healthcare Bills Resurface As 2010 Budget Session Begins 

Read News Briefs online at www.wyohospitals.com/newsroom.html 

Other Events 

ACHE Congress/
Annual Meeting 
Chicago, IL 

3/22-
3/25 

HFMA Meeting 
Riverton 

3/25-
3/26 

  

Nurse-For-A-Day            
Volunteers Needed 

WHA  is accepting volunteers 
for its annual Nurse-For-A-
Day Program during the 2010 
Budget Session of the legisla-
ture 

The session begins February 8 
and is scheduled to end in 
early March.  To volunteer for 
the program, contact Rose 
Fishback at (307) 632-9344, or 
via email at 
rose@wyohospitals.com. 




