
grant program which will need 
to be developed. 
 The federal HIT portion 
may also require a state match. 
 The Wyoming Hospital As-
sociation, in its role on the 
statewide telehealth steering 
committee, has begun meeting 
with stakeholders to clarify the 
state’s potential funding for 
telehealth and HIT, as well as 
the process for accessing that 
funding.  Further details will be 
provided as they become avail-
able. 
 Beyond the state-level fund-
ing that is becoming increas-
ingly clear, funds have been 
identified for national health 
and human services programs. 
 Those programs include 
$1.5 billion for homelessness 
prevention, $17 billion for 
Medicaid provider reimburse-
ment/provider incentive pay-
ments, and $1 billion for pre-
vention and wellness programs. 
 States may ultimately have 
access to some of the latter $1 
billion to implement healthcare-
associated infection prevention 
strategies.  Most of this pot of 
money, however, is expected to 
remain at the federal adminis-
trative level. 
 The WHA continues to 
work with the AHA and state-
level resources to clarify the 
impact of the stimulus package 
on Wyoming hospitals, and that 
information will be provided as 
it becomes available. 

     Although it is still not 
entirely clear how the eco-
nomic stimulus package will 
affect Wyoming’s hospitals, 
a few details did begin to 
emerge last week. 
 The Governor’s office 
announced on Wednesday 
that at the highest level, the 
stimulus package signed into 
law earlier this month sets 
aside about $515 million for 
Wyoming. 
 That dollar amount spans 
broad categories including 
capital infrastructure/
environmental protection, 

education, workforce training 
and employment, law en-
forcement and victim ser-
vices, and energy develop-
ment. 
 In addition, nearly $67 
million has been set aside for 
health and human services.
 The largest portion of that 
allocation, about $59 million, 
is intended to fund Federal 
Medical Assistance (FMAP).  
Another $3.3 million will 
target reimbursable adminis-
trative costs for the Supple-
mental Nutrition Program, 
and $2.6 million will supple-

ment state 
funding of the 
child care de-
velopment 
block grant. 
 Still 
other elements 
of healthcare 
funding in the 
bill are unclear.  
For example, 
the package 
includes $19 
billion for 
health informa-
tion technology 
(HIT).  How-
ever, the 
amount that 
will flow to 
Wyoming is 
unknown, and 
will likely be 
awarded on the 
basis of a state 
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Other Events: 

AHA Annual  
Meeting  
Washington DC 

4/26 

HFMA Spring  
Meeting 
Casper 

4/30 

  

WHA Calendar: 

Region 5 Meeting 
Worland 

3/17 

Region 1 Meeting 
Sundance 

3/18 

WHA Board 
Meeting  
Casper 

3/27 

WCAHN—
Maximizing Reve-
nue/Reimburse 
ment Opportunity 
Casper 

4/15 

WHA Trustee 
Educational  
Meeting  
Lander 

5/8 

Details of Stimulus Impact on Hospitals Emerging 

 Stimulus Funding for Wyoming Healthcare 

• $59 million for FMAP 

• $350,000 for disproportionate share payments 

• $3.3 million for the Supplemental Nutrition 
Program 

• $2.6 million to supplement state funding of 
the Child Care Development Block Grant 

• $1.5 million for child support 

Other National Programs: 

• $1.5 billion for the Homelessness Prevention 
Fund 

• $17 billion for Medicaid provider 
reimbursement/incentive payments 

• $1 billion for prevention and wellness 

• $150 million for veterans extended care 
facilities 

• $100 million for senior nutrition programs 

• $87.5 million for independent living centers 
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 In the effective delivery 
of healthcare, environment 
matters. Just ask patients at 
the new Washakie Medical 
Center Clinic in Worland. 
 “The community loves 
it,” said Roger Pomeroy, 

manager of the clinic that 
opened on February 9.  
“It’s much brighter, more 
open, more cheery.” 
 Contractors broke 
ground on the new 6,000 
square-foot facility in 
August 2008, Pomeroy 
said, and work was com-
pleted on February 2.  
The previous clinic 

closed at 2:30 p.m. that day, 
and staff worked through the 
weekend to open the new 
facility at 8 a.m. the follow-
ing Monday. 
 He said the $1.8 million 
family practice clinic effec-
tively doubles the clinic’s 
capacity.  The previous 
clinic was landlocked inside 
Washakie Medical Center 
and hosted three to four doc-
tors in six exam rooms and 
one procedure room. 
 “It was very cramped and 
very busy,” he said. 
 The new clinic offers 11 
exam rooms and two proce-

dure rooms, with north and 
south pods and nurse sta-
tions in each pod. 
 The project was funded 
by Washakie County, the 
State Land and Investment 
Board, and a loan from Ban-
ner Health.  The new build-
ing was completed on time 
and on budget. 
 And it has improved the 
atmosphere for patients 
seeking care from the family 
practice clinic. 
 “It is just much more 
convenient for our patients,” 
Pomeroy said. 

tions in Michigan, Missouri, 
North Carolina and Ohio. 
 Brewer earned his 
bachelor’s degree at Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, and his master’s 
degree in psychology from 
State University of New 
York in Geneseo. 
 “We are delighted to 
have Ted Brewer join our 
department’s management 
team as administrator of the 
Wyoming State Hospital,” 

 The Wyoming Depart-
ment of Health has named 
Ted Brewer as the new ad-
ministrator of the Wyoming 
State Hospital in Evanston.   
 Brewer began in his 
new role on February 23. 
 He came to Wyoming 
from Barberton, Ohio.  He 
has worked as a consultant 
to healthcare organizations 
and has served as a chief 
executive officer and execu-
tive director in various loca-

said Lee Clabots, deputy di-
rector of administration at the 
Department of Health. 
 “His knowledge and 
background will provide 
strong leadership for the fu-
ture direction of hospital pro-
grams, the hospital’s role in 
the mental health system of 
care in Wyoming and the 
hospital’s participation in the 
Evanston community.” 

New Washakie Clinic Offers Spacious Environment  

Holistic Wellness Conference Set for Lander in April 

Tribal Health, the Eastern 
Shoshone Tribal Health, the 
Wyoming Life Resource 
Center, and the Riverton 
Community Health Clinic, 
the conference will be held 
in Lander on April 24 and 
25. 
 The Holistic Approach 
to Wellness Conference will 
bring together speakers on a 

number of topics ranging 
from the future of rural 
healthcare, to spirituality 
and health, to women’s 
health issues and defying 
aging. 
 Contact Cathy Shake-
spear, Northern Arapaho 
Tribal Health, 307-332-
6836, or Betty Sones, OMH, 
307-777-5601 for more in-
formation. 

     A panel of nearly a dozen 
speakers will offer advice 
and perspectives on holistic 
approaches to wellness at a 
free April conference in 
Lander. 
 Produced through a 
collaborative effort between 
the Department of Health’s 
Office of Multicultural 
Health, Northern Arapaho 
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MEMBER MEMBER 
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Don’t forget to send us 
a story about your 
hospital so we can 
feature you in our 
Member Spotlight 

section! 
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