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Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, D-NV, was ex-
pected to release the Senate’s
healthcare reform bill late
last week, kicking off a series
of events that will likely push
the reform debate into 2010.

The Senate is expected to
begin debating the bill by
November 30.

The House of Representa-
tives has already passed a bill
which combines the work of
its three committees of juris-
diction. The Senate bill will
represent the combination of
ideas that passed the Senate
Health Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee and the
Senate Finance Committee.

Wyoming Sen. Mike Enzi
is a member of both Senate
committees.

A number of hurdles re-
main before floor debate be-

gins in the Senate, and few
are taking any of those in-
terim steps for granted. For
example, the Senate must
vote to proceed with the bill,
and though Democrats are
likely to prevail, concerns
emerg-
ing
from
moder-

&

ate and [T T

liberal [ e
De-
mocrats
have created some doubt.
Further tactics are ex-
pected to delay floor debate,
such as the anticipated insis-
tence by Republicans that the
bill be read in full, a move
which will probably occupy
at least two days of the Sen-
ate calendar.
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Debate Expected on Senate Bill By November 30

And beyond all of the ma-
neuvering, a number of ques-
tions about the bill remained as
of late last week. It was unclear
whether the bill would achieve
the coverage thresholds that
were part of the AHA’s agree-
ment with the White House and
Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont.,
Chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee.

Tax provisions, the nature of
the so-called public option, how
the bill will address the abortion
question, and other delivery
reforms were also up in the air.

From a strategic perspective,
Republicans appear to want to
delay a vote on the bill until
after Christmas, which would
push debate into the early
months of an election year.
Meanwhile, Democrats are hop-
ing to pass the bill out of the
Senate by December 22.

The Wyoming Hospital
Association asked a legisla-
tive committee last week to
reconsider a bill that would
require special district hospi-
tals to file copies of numer-
ous public records with their
county clerks’ offices.

The Joint Corporations,
Elections, and Political Sub-
divisions committee bill tar-
gets all special districts, and
is intended to help tighten up

the management of small
districts that have operated

informally, said Sen. Charles

Scott, R-Casper.

By casting a broad net,
however, the bill also in-
cludes special hospital dis-

tricts. But hospitals generate

so much information that it
would be impractical for
them to deposit all docu-
ments outlined in the bill
with the county clerk, WHA

WHA Urges Reconsideration of Special Districts Bill

President Dan Perdue told
the committee.

The bill ultimately sup-
ported by the committee
would require special dis-
tricts to have office or docu-
ment repositories available to
the public 20 hours a week.
If the district cannot do that,
it would have to file records
with the county clerk’s of-
fice.
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