
  

the convention via teleconfer-
ence on Thursday to provide a 
detailed update on the status of 
Congressional healthcare re-
form proposals.  As Pollack 
spoke at the convention, the 
Senate Finance Committee was 
continuing its markup of Chair-
man Max Baucus’ proposal. 
     Pollack led hospital leaders 
through the complex politics 
and Congressional math related 
to getting a healthcare reform 
bill through Congress this year.  
Although insiders believe a 
healthcare bill will pass in some 
form, the currently competing 
proposals and hot-button issues 
such as the public option make 
it difficult to know what that 
final product will look like. 
     At a more local level, Dr. 
Brent Sherard, Director of the 
Wyoming Department of 
Health, provided CEOs and 
trustees with an update on the 
status of a potential second 
round of Medicaid provider 
cuts, as well as the status of 
vaccine for the H1N1, or swine 
flu, virus. 

     Despite a challenging 
economy, more than 235 
participants and 55 vendors 
gathered in Sheridan last 
week for the Wyoming Hos-
pital Association’s 64th An-
nual Meeting and Conven-
tion. 
     Focused on the state of 
national healthcare reform 
efforts – as well as both the 
challenges and opportunities 
associated with those re-
forms, the convention offered 
insight into the debate in 
Washington, as well as edu-
cational sessions for CEOs, 
trustees, nurses, and the 
WHA’s allied groups. 
     The convention began on 
Tuesday with the third an-
nual WHA PAC golf tourna-
ment at Sheridan’s beautiful 
Powder Horn Golf Course.  
Currently the WHA’s pri-
mary fundraiser, the event 
raises money to support fed-
eral and statewide advocacy 
efforts. 
     Dr. Wendall Gaston, 
billed as the Phunny 
Pharmer, kicked the conven-
tion off on Wednesday with a 
keynote address that chal-
lenged hospitals to prepare 
themselves for the coming 
waves of change. 
     Dr. Gaston set a positive 
tone for discussions that 
quickly delved into the im-
pact of healthcare reform 
efforts on Wyoming hospi-
tals.  Nancy Foster, the 

American Hospital Associa-
tion’s Vice President of Hos-
pital Quality and Patient 
Safety, said reform will lead 
to an increasing emphasis on 
more integration, more qual-
ity improvement, and more 
transparency. 
                                        
        
          
 
 
 
 
 
                                

Hospital leaders will need to 
ask themselves at least four 
critical strategic questions as 
they work to improve hospi-
tal quality: are they investing 
in resources for safety; is 
safety embedded in their em-
ployees’ daily work; what 
safety projects are underway, 
and are they making a differ-
ence; and how strong is their 
safety culture? 
     Improvement is a journey, 
Foster said, but it is not one 
that must be made alone.  A 
number of resources already 
exist, including at the AHA 
itself, to help hospitals in the 
pursuit of improved quality 
and patient safety. 
     AHA Executive Vice 
President Rick Pollack joined 
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Other Events: 

HFMA Fall  
Meeting 
Cheyenne 

10/22-
10/23 

Mental Health & 
Substance Abuse 
Committee 
Thermopolis 

11/15-
11/16 

WHA Calendar: 

  
WY Telehealth 
Consortium 
Meeting 
Cheyenne 

10/27 

  

64th WHA Convention Focuses on Healthcare Reform 
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