
ous debate.  It must pass two 
more votes in the House before 
following the same path 
through the Senate. 
 Also last week, the House 
Appropriations Committee ap-
proved a change to a bill that 
enables Wyoming’s county and 
special district hospitals to par-
ticipate in the state retirement 
program. 
 The current law required 
hospitals to indicate their intent 
to participate in the program by 
January 2009.  The change ap-
proved last week removes any 
time limit from the law, allow-
ing hospitals to fully investigate 
the program before deciding 
whether to participate. 
 The Senate Labor Commit-
tee approved a bill that would 
expand eligibility for Kid Care, 
the state children’s health insur-
ance program, and that measure 
has been referred to the Appro-
priations Committee. 

 A bill intended to help 
close the uncompensated care 
gap in Wyoming passed its 
first legislative hurdle last 
week. 
 House Bill 168, spon-
sored by Rep. Tim Stubson, 
R-
Casper, 
would 
in-
crease 
mini-
mum 
auto 
liability limits as a mecha-
nism to help offset the medi-
cal costs associated with auto 
accidents. 
 The bill passed the 
House Corporations Commit-
tee and will now go to the 
entire House of Representa-
tives. 
 Representatives of Wyo-
ming Medical Center and 
Cheyenne Regional Medical 
Center explained to the 
committee the uncompen-
sated care burden their fa-
cilities experience, and the 
potential impact that burden 
can have on the delivery of 
trauma care. 
 Both indicated that 
more than 80% of the 
trauma care their facilities 
provide is related to auto 
accidents. 
 The Wyoming Hospital 
Association provided the 
committee with a broader 

view of uncompensated care 
across Wyoming, a figure 
that climbed from about $60 
million in 2002 to more than 
$125 million in 2007. 
 The WHA also explained 
to the committee that al-
though HB168 will clearly 
not resolve the issue of un-
compensated care, it is a step 
in the right direction. 
 A related bill that would 
raise the gasoline tax by one 
penny to fund unreimbursed 
trauma care is expected to be 
heard in the House Revenue 
Committee next week. 
 In other legislative ac-
tion, House Bill 31, the pro-
posed statewide ban on 
smoking in public places, 
survived its first floor debate 
in the House of Representa-
tives. 
 The bill passed with a 
three-vote margin after 
lengthy and sometimes vigor-
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Other Events: 

AHA Annual  
Meeting  
Washington DC 

4/26 

HFMA Spring  
Meeting 
Casper 

4/30 

  

  

  

WHA Calendar: 

WHA Board 
Meeting  
Casper 

3/27 

WCAHN—
Maximizing Reve-
nue/Reimburse 
ment Opportunity 
Casper 

4/15 

WHA Trustee 
Educational  
Meeting  
Lander 

5/8 

Uncompensated Care Bill Passes House Committee 
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