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A Republican victory in
Massachusetts last week
could upset the delicate bal-
ance in the Senate that was
required to pass an initial
healthcare reform bill, and it
may impact Congress’ ability
to pass a reform package this
year.

Sen.-elect Scott Brown, R
-MA, capped a come-from-
behind campaign with a sur-
prising victory on Tuesday,
defeating State Attorney
General Martha Coakley for
the Senate seat left vacant by
the death of former Sen. Ted
Kennedy.

Sen. Kennedy had held
the seat for nearly 50 years.
And Massachusetts had not
elected a Republican to the
Senate in more than three
decades.

Beyond the element of
political surprise in Brown’s
victory, however, he repre-
sents the 41% Republican in
the Senate — a crucial vote
that breaks the Democrats’
filibuster-proof majority.

In short, if Republicans
continue to vote as a block
against the health reform
package, Democrats no
longer hold the super major-
ity that enabled them to pass
the bill without a single Re-
publican vote.

As a result, after a year of
wrangling, arguing, and deal
making, the future of a na-
tional healthcare reform bill

now hangs in a precarious
balance.

Democrat leaders are
considering a few options for
passing the centerpiece of
President Obama’s domestic
agenda.

First, they could push to
get the bill passed before
Sen.-elect Brown is seated.
That would likely mean con-
vincing the House of Repre-

sentatives to pass the Sen-
ate’s version of the bill with
no changes or compromises.
If the bill changes at all dur-
ing the conference committee
process, it has to pass both
houses again.

There are problems with
that approach. Liberals in
the House continue to argue
that not passing a bill is bet-
ter than passing the Senate’s
bill. Those Representatives
continue to push for a public
option, which has been
stripped from the Senate bill.
Meanwhile, House moderates
are not happy with the Sen-
ate’s language to prevent tax
dollars from paying for abor-
tions.

Speaker of the House
Nancy Pelosi, D-CA, said on

Massachusetts Election Casts Doubt on Fate of Healthcare Bill

Thursday that she does not
think the House would pass the
current Senate version of the
bill.

Additionally, President
Obama said on Wednesday that
Congress should not rush to
pass a bill. The President said
Sen.-elect Brown should be a
part of the debate.

If Congress follows the
President’s advice, that leaves a
second option — conferees can
continue to work on a compro-
mise bill that would have to be
debated and voted on in both
the House and the Senate.

In addition to jeopardizing
the likelihood that a healthcare
reform bill will pass this year,
that option would also rob the
President of the opportunity to
declare victory on healthcare
during his State of the Union
Address, which is scheduled for
January 27.

All of the political swirling
last week somewhat overshad-
owed the American Hospital
Association’s national call-in
effort, which was organized to
give members an opportunity to
contact their Congressional
delegates and express their con-
cerns about the current bills.

It is unclear how Congress
will proceed and what the fate
of the reform bill will ulti-
mately be. The Wyoming Hos-
pital Association will continue
to monitor the process and its

impact on Wyoming hospitals.
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South Lincoln Medical Center Online

South Lincoln Medical
Center (SLMC) in Kem-
merer has launched a web
site to provide resources for
health information and pro-
gramming.

The site is useful to pa-
tients, their families and
those who want to know
what kinds of services the
hospital offers.

Visitors to the website
can look up medications in
the drug search, find inter-

esting health information or
ask the FastNurse Research
Correspondent a question
and get a reply to their own
personal question.

Features of the site in-

clude:

e Health Information
Search

e Connect With Our Doc-
tors

e Send a Medical Ques-
tion to the FastNurse
Research Correspondent

e Use the Medical Dic-
tionary

South Lincoln Medical
Center’s website is located
at www.southlincolnmed
ical.com

Loan Repayment and Scholarship Information Available

The Wyoming Depart-
ment of Health is offering a
new web-based resource for
healthcare professionals and
students who may be look-
ing for education loan repay-
ment or scholarship infor-
mation.

Found online at http://
www.health.wyo.gov/rfhd/
rural/Workforce Develop-
ment.html, the web page
includes links to numerous
loan repayment and health-
care scholarship programs
for doctors, nurses, health-

care faculty, mental health
and allied healthcare profes-
sionals.

Jeff Hopkins, healthcare
recruitment and workforce
specialist in the depart-
ment’s Office of Rural
Health, said costs associated
with becoming a healthcare
professional can range from
$2,000 to $200,000.

“Many of the programs
featured on our web page
have significant funding to
encourage healthcare profes-
sionals to relocate to rural

and underserved areas,” he
said.

Programs featured on the
web page include the Nurse
Education Loan Repayment
program offered by the Na-
tional Health Service Corps
and the National Health Ser-
vice Corps Loan Repayment
and Scholar programs.

The Office of Rural
Health intends to update the
page as new opportunities
become available. Hopkins
may also be contacted by
telephone at (307) 777-2930.

Simmons Earns Fellowship in ACHE

Linda Simmons, Chief
Operating Officer at Memo-
rial Hospital of Sweetwater
County, became a Fellow
for the American College of
Healthcare Executives
(ACHE).

The ACHE is the na-
tion’s leading professional
society for health care.

To obtain Fellow status,
Simmons completed a
comprehensive exam, meet
academic and professional

experience criteria, earned
continuing education credits,
demonstrating professional
and community involvement
and commitment to profes-
sional development.

Simmons said she has
worked toward becoming a
Fellow of the ACHE for ap-
proximately five years.

Only 7,500 health care
executives hold the distinc-
tion.

Simmons is working
on a Masters in Business
Administration and will
have this second mas-
ter’s degree on May 1.
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